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  A challenging and inspiring 
  curriculum that fosters intellectual 
     curiosity and promotes a life-long  
  approach to learning

The key principles that underpin the Colyton curriculum are:

• Academic coherence
• Knowledge rich
• Stretch and challenge for all
• Partnership centred
• Empowering for an unpredictable future

The curriculum model at Colyton Grammar School is therefore not based on 
key stages but on a seven-year programme which focuses on:

Our curriculum, together with a growth mind-set regarding pedagogy,
creates an academic school: an inspiring and enjoyable centre of learning and 
scholarship. A curriculum that supports its students to develop
resilience and the skills to meet the challenges of life. A curriculum that is 
knowledge rich in both breadth and depth. A curriculum that prepares students 
for their next steps and beyond.

Mr Harris,
Headteacher NPQH FCCT

A Seven Year Curriculum for the 
Most Able

Skills development

Conceptual understanding

Knowledge - breadth and depth
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At Colyton, teachers strive to
challenge every student every day, 
both inside and outside the 
classroom. To achieve this 
aspirational goal, we seek to blend 
a culture of high challenge with high 
support. In essence, the challenge 
agenda is developed through a
varied approach to teaching and
learning.

Challenge through: 

• knowledge
• language
• critical thinking
• changing contexts
• independent learning
• breadth and depth

The Lower Years

Unlocking Potential
The curriculum for the first two years 
is predicated around the fact that, as 
our learners are in the top 5% of the 
ability range, they are able to deal 
with the core National Curriculum 
requirements at a more challenging 
pace. The curriculum promotes firm 
academic foundations, personal 
enquiry, independent study,
internationalism, social responsibility 
and, above all, a love of learning.  
Separate sciences are taught from 
the first year and extension carousels 
in both Years 7 and 8, ensuring a 
rich intellectual diet over and above a 
standard Key Stage 3 programme.

The Upper Years

Challenge and Independence For a 
Successful Future The Colyton 
Baccalaureate is the culmination of 
the seven-year programme which 
seeks to build young people who are
intellectually and emotionally prepared 
for Higher Education and the world 
of work. The Sixth Form curriculum 
equips our students with the rich 
knowledge to become better human 
beings with the courage and integrity 
to uphold moral values; serve and 
inspire others and be leaders in their
families, communities and
internationally. As such, they leave 
Colyton with more than simply high 
academic attainment. They leave with 
an embedded cultural capital that 
makes them articulate, well
rounded and interesting young 
people.

The Middle Years

Intellectual Growth and Maturity
We offer an intellectually rigorous 
academic programme that includes 
traditional approaches and‘ hard’ 
subjects, yet is also exciting and 
embraces worthwhile innovation. Our 
students take 11 GCSEs, a broad 
range of academic subjects, with 
100% studying the EBacc. This broad 
approach also ensures that all our 
students benefit from enhanced 
spiritual and moral development 
through a full GCSE course in Reli-
gious Education. Hence, our EBacc+ 
curriculum which incorporates PSHE 
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Digital4All

As a school we have embeded
‘blended learning’ as our normal 
approach to teaching and learning. 
Blended learning is defined as 
regularly using 1:1 devices and the 
Office 365 suite of applications to 
enhance our pre-existing pedagogical 
practices. In particular, these devices 
are used to improve our approach to 
the following areas:

• Assessment (including the use 
of regular, low-stakes testing) and 
providing efficient and effective 
feedback;

• The retention and application of 
knowledge by students;

• Facilitating learning and
enrichment activities beyond the 
classroom, including providing 
previously unattainable “world class 
encounters”;

• Fulfilling our aspiration to
challenge every child in every 
lesson.

In turn, a consistent approach to 
‘blended learning’ will help to close 
the digital gap and ensure fair access 
to up-to-date computing technologies 
for all  students, regardless of 
background.

Subjects
Art, Craft and Design
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Computer Science
Drama
English
Geography
History
Latin
Maths
Modern Foreign Language
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Religious Studies



street Art based mural for the Drama 
Centre arose. For another 
competition, to create a response to 
the theme ‘Our Planet, Our Future’ to 
be displayed behind a 
broadcasted performance by Poet 
Laureate, Simon Armitage, we won 
the gold prize. Each year we submit 
work to the Royal Academy’s 
Summer Show. For the last two 
years we have been successful and 
have had work selected and 
exhibited from both GCSE and A 
Level. 

Throughout our curriculum we aim to 
enrich our students through
opportunities to ambitiously extend 
and push their ability in a diverse 
range of media. This includes large-
scale individual and collaborative 
work and large-scale Ceramics 
outcomes, the exploration of multiple 
print techniques including 
Monotypes and Collagraphs, 
developing the use of Photoshop, 
Lamination techniques, Textiles and 
Assemblage, and new elements 
such as concertina sketchbooks 
and much more. Further one to one 
instruction in these and wider 
techniques is always available at 
lunch time support sessions. 

To raise awareness of pursuing Art 
beyond GCSE and A level, our 
students are frequently invited to 
listen to talks given by Colyton 
alumni and guest speakers. These 
brief glimpses of the artistic lives of 
our alumni are invaluable in 
illustrating the importance and 
relevance of engaging in scholarship 
opportunities now. 

Students are provided with many 
opportunities for scholarship in Art 
throughout their time in Colyton. At 
all levels, but particularly at GCSE, 
they are encouraged to try new 
disciplines and explore beyond the 
classroom. The department guides 
students towards regularly 
accessing online resources 
including key gallery websites, to 
explore exciting practising artists 
within our growing library located in 
the department and to keep up to 
date with relevant exhibitions 
/nationwide. Throughout the year we 
provide our students with lunchtime 
and after school support sessions 
and clubs (run by teachers and Sixth 
formers), extension tasks and 
independent homework 
assignments. During our lunchtime 
Art Club, students are given the 
opportunity to try out new 
techniques, to embrace new aspects 
of their current projects, but most 
importantly, to forge new friendships 
across different tutor groups and 
year groups. The focus for these 
clubs and workshops includes Print, 
Photography, Ceramics, Graphics/
Digital Art, Craft projects and Manga 
drawing. 

During GCSE we hold a day long 
Ceramics workshop which is sup-
ported by Christopher Godfrey, 
a local ceramics specialist. As a 
department we also benefit from 
strong links with the Thelma Hul-
bert Gallery in Honiton and Double 
Elephant, Exeter, who regularly 
support our students in delivering 

practical workshops. Often led by the 
artist themselves, the focus is on the 
exploration of new techniques 
alongside themes taken from their 
current exhibition. 

We also take an active role in local 
community projects. Examples of 
recent projects are the BUDFAS 
mural, (as part of the summer 
outdoor exhibition for the East Devon 
Arts Festival), and Seaton Green 
Flag garden mural. We annually 
exhibit students’ work within the Big 
Colyton Art show and at the end of 
their GCSE hold a formal exhibition 
opening for students’ friends and 
families to come and celebrate their 
coursework/exam work. During 
GCSE, the students have a 
residential visit to St Ives where they 
visit the Tate and local galleries, as 
well as having valuable time to draw 
from Barbara Hepworth’s sculptures 
in her garden. We also take 
opportunity to visit Hauser and Wirth 
in Somerset when their exhibition 
supports the students’ coursework 
projects.

We encourage our students to 
regularly take part in both internal 
and external competitions. Recently, 
an opportunity to design and paint a 

The three year GCSE allows us to 
complete extra activities that stimulate 
and enhance the students’ 
understanding of the course. 
Examples of these have included 
taking part in the annual MiSAC 
competition, to enhance students 
interest in microbiology; and learning 
about Malaria - students have
entered the (Glaxo Smith Kline) 
GSK Fighting Malaria Competition 
where they researched the social and 
scientific aspects of Malaria and then 
offered potential solutions through 
a wide range of media such as film, 
song and even nursery rhymes!

In the past students have taken part 
in a Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) 
and Principia project. This included 
comparing the growth of rocket seeds 
that had been in space and therefore 
exposed to increased solar radiation 
and zero gravity to some which had 
remained on Earth. This was 
supported by sixth form ambassadors 
and resulted in a group of students 
presenting their findings to astronaut 

Art, Craft and Design Biology



GCSE Business provides students 
with a tremendous opportunity to 
apply their learning in practical 
contexts, through taking part in 
simulated and real-world business 
projects. Early on in Year 9, Business 
students will take part in a ‘trainer 
challenge’ in which teams design, cost 
and market a new type of trainer for a 
major sportswear brand. Trainers are 
presented to a panel of Year 12 
students, who vote on the best 
business idea. This provides training 
for the ‘Tenner Challenge’, in which 
students attempt to build a business 
using only £10 as a start-up fund, to
generate as much revenue and
profit as they can. 

In year 10, the focus shifts to issues of 
social and environmental 
sustainability and business ethics. 
Year 10 students participate in the 
ATOS STEM challenge, a new 
national competition that challenges 
students to develop business and 
technology solutions to solve real 
world problems. This year, for 
example, teams are working on 
sophisticated project ideas to help 
banks develop apps that encourage 
responsible spending and saving 
decisions by individuals, they also 
help the National Trust use technology 
to appeal to a younger generation, 
and work to develop better 
technology for the UK healthcare 
industry to support the elderly. In the 
summer term, students will also 

participate in the Green Schools 
Project Social Business Challenge, 
which aims to inspire students to look 
at business in a new way, and 
develop a product or service that 
has a clear environmental or social 
purpose. Winning groups have the 
opportunity to present their
business plans to the All-Party
Parliamentary Group for Social
Enterprise at the Houses of 
Parliament.

All of these opportunities are 
enhanced by the Student 
Investor Challenge, which is a 
national share-trading competition 
providing students from Years 9 to 
13 with the ability to turn £100,000 of 
virtual money into the highest value 
share portfolio possible, 
using real-world trading data. Colyton 
Grammar School student teams were 
placed first and second in this 
competition in 2019, winning a £2,000 
cash prize and a trip to New York! 

Business

Tim Peake at a space conference. 
Students have also been out on the 
school site studying plant disease 
using materials from SAPs, University 
of Cambridge. This heightened their 
observation skills and perhaps will 
enable them to save prize rose
bushes at home by recognising the 
early signs of rose black spot!

All students have the opportunity to 
sit the Junior Biology Olympiad (The 
Biology Challenge), in Year 9.
In recent years, nearly all students 
have gained certificates with some 
achieving Bronze, Silver and Gold 
which is a fantastic achievement.



The three year GCSE course enables
Chemistry to be taught in greater 
depth, improving students’ 
understanding and appreciation of the 
subject. 

Connections between topic areas 
which would have remained
isolated in previous years due to lack 
of time, will now be explored, allowing 
students to gain a much better 
understanding of the 
interconnectedness of the subject. 

This should provide an excellent 
underpinning to those who want to 
study the subject at A Level.

Entering Chemistry competitions, 
such as the Royal Society of
Chemistry’s Top of the Bench
Competition, enables students
to apply their chemical knowledge 
in a university Chemistry laboratory. 
In school competitions are also held 
to explore Chemistry in a variety of 
different contexts.

Chemistry

The three year GCSE programme
allows us to develop students’ 
investigative and problem solving 
skills, as well as developing a high 
level of understanding. We are able 
to explore and investigate themes 
covered in the theory content through 
programming and independent 
research. In addition, we are able go 
beyond the curriculum and apply the 
students’ knowledge and skills in more
demanding contexts.

The use of programming to develop
theory understanding really helps
students make sense of not only what 
but how and why. For instance, when 
looking at images, the students are 
able to write programs that generate 
images through code. This gives them 
a much deeper understanding of how 
the images are created, stored and 
interpreted. Independent research 
lends itself to new and emerging fields 
in Computer Science. Students are 
able to carry out independent
research into the impacts of
technologies, such as artificial
intelligence and autonomous
vehicles. This allows them to take 
ownership of their learning and keep 
their knowledge and understanding of 
this fundamental and rapidly-changing 
area up to date.

Building graphical programs and 
games are examples of where we go 
beyond the curriculum. In addition to 
being engaging and relevant for the 
students, developing these 
applications helps reinforce the core
content of the course; and fosters the

students’ ability to problem solve.
Students have the opportunity to take 
the UK Bebras Challenge, a 
rewarding challenge  that aims to 
promote computational thinking. 
Outside of lessons, students have the 
opportunity to take part in external 
and internal competitions. 

Students also have the opportunity
to take part in the VEX Robotics 
Challenge. This is an international 
competition that requires teams to 
design, build and code a robot to meet 
a specified challenge. Some students 
take on the Oxford Computing 
Challenge and the Informatics 
Olympiad.

Computer Science



Having a three year GCSE course 
allows key employability skills such 
as: creativity, teamwork, flexibility, 
problem solving, focus and self
confidence to be developed and 
embedded as part of the drama 
curriculum.

The course allows a real emphasis on 
practical performance skills, with the 
opportunity to perform more 
frequently for a public audience. In 
addition, students also have the 
chance to develop technical and 
design skills which support, stretch 
and challenge them to be critical and 
analytical when choosing performance 
elements within their own work. The 
course gives students the time to 
explore various technical and design 
roles. They will learn not only what 
design elements contribute to an 
overall performance, but also the
opportunity to learn new skills such 
as: making props, learning how to 
program and operate the lighting desk 
and using software to record and edit 
sound.

GCSE Drama has three components - 
a written exam; a devised unit, and an 
examined performance of a published 
play. Students can be examined as a 
performer or a designer in the 
practical component. Having three 
years in which to prepare these 
components allows a greater depth 
of study, the possibility of taking the 
students to see high quality work, 
both locally and further afield and the 
chance for students to study a wider 
range of play texts in addition to being

introduced to practitioners and
genres beyond the specification.

We offer trips to the theatre, 
workshops for the students and we 
take advantage of resources such 
as,‘ Digital Theatre Plus’. We have 
the time in lessons to watch exciting 
contemporary productions such as, 
‘Things I know to be True’ by Frantic 
Assembly giving the opportunity for 
students to use these ideas to 
influence their own work.

Many universities really value the 
students who have studied Drama, 
even for highly competitive courses 
such as Medicine and Law. Drama 
students have the confidence to 
speak in front of a large audience,
are well practised in teamwork and 
can make quick decisions to solve 
problems efficiently, and creatively. 
They also show empathy and
understanding which are invaluable to 
a wide range of professions. 

As well as a firm foundation in
subject specific expertise, students 
develop literary skills and tools for 
critical analysis which are useful 
preparation for careers requiring 
evaluation and research.

Drama

The three year GCSE programme in
English Language allows students the 
opportunity to develop writing 
and analytical reading skills beyond 
the confines of the exam syllabus. 
Students will write in a much wider 
range of contexts, styles and genres 
than those required by the GCSE
specification, for example by
focussing on writing as a form of 
protest in Year 9.

Such opportunities help students 
access the highest grades; the
originality and creativity fostered by 
experimentation are vital to
achieving Levels 8 and 9. Students
are encouraged to experiment with
structure and perspective within their 
narrative writing, and, in Year 10, to 
apply transactional writing skills in the 
context of situations they might face in 
their subsequent careers.

To familiarise students with 19th 
Century writing, students read a wide 
range of documents, articles and 
letters, and are introduced to some of 
the period’s cultural and social 
concerns. To deepen their 
understanding of such texts and 
develop the range and impact of their 
own writing, students are encouraged 
to mimic the style of some these 
writers.

The three year English Literature 
course allows students to get to know 
the set texts in great depth, creating 
time for discussion and debate. There 
is also time to study complimentary 
non-examined texts, both to develop 

examined skills and foster a love of 
English Literature.‘Anita and Me’ by 
Meera Syal, for example, is studied 
in addition to the Post-1914 play as a 
vehicle to develop anecdotal writing 
and analysis skills, as well as 
Wpractising the ability to explore the 
links between texts and the social 
contexts in which they are written. 

Students also read a variety of short
stories to develop their analytical 
skills. When studying poetry, we are 
able to study poems beyond those 
in the exam anthology, encouraging 
students to enjoy both reading and 
writing poems. Each year we seek 
opportunities to take students to the 
theatre, whether for enrichment or to 
see one of their set texts.

A theatre company staged their 
adaptation of Silas Marner at the 
school and led a series of workshops 
for all Year 10 students.

English



A three year Geography course 
enables students to develop a range 
of skills, which include: intellectual 
skills, such as critically evaluating 
theories and judging evidence in
order to make informed decisions and 
to develop reasoned arguments.

Transferable skills, including 
teamwork, problem solving, IT skills, 
communication skills (presentation, 
writing, debating) and research skills, 
such as using a range of technical 
methods for the collection and 
analysis of spatial and environmen-
tal data are developed undertaking 
fieldwork. 

Students enjoy the range of human 
and physical topics covered in
Geography, the insights it can
provide into understanding the world 
around us and the sheer 
contemporary nature of the issues it
tackles.

Geography GCSE is a very relevant 
choice in our rapidly changing world. 
Many of our enrichment activities aim 
to build on the students’ curriculum 
knowledge and help them to see how
Geography links to real life situations 
and career choices.

Enrichment activities often involve
outside speakers, these may include 
MET office - flood forecasting; The
Environment Agency - flood 
management; The Army - 
humanitarian aid, post Kashmir 
earthquake and even live link ups
via Skype to Polar scientists. In 

November each year students take 
part in a global mapping event as part 
of GIS day (Geographical Information 
Systems) where students from across 
the globe collaborate on the largest 
shared online map event for schools.

The Geography department has
membership to both the Royal
Geographical Society (RGS) and
Geographical Association (GA) which
means students have access to a 
broad range of enrichment resources. 
They also have the opportunity to 
enter competitions run by both 
organisations.

Over the years students at Colyton 
have been national winners in both 
RGS and GA competitions and we 
very much hope to build on this 
success in the future.

Geography

GCSE History offers a broad and 
diverse programme of study for its 
students that includes the following 
components:

• Medicine in Britain, c1250-Present
• Injuries, Treatments and the 

Trenches on the British Sector of the 
Western Front, 1914-18

• The American West, c1835-95
• Early Elizabethan England,

1558-88
• Russia and the Soviet Union, 

1917-41

Previously this sheer volume of 
content would necessitate a fast and 
furious whistle-stop tour through the 
exam specification. However, with a 
three year programme in place; we 
can take our time to enjoy this 
multifaceted journey through
time and space by pulling over to 
explore in greater depth the more 
vibrant areas of the historical
landscape, and when intrigue 
arises, venture off the beaten track 
both inside and outside of lessons.

Beginning inside the classroom, the 
extra breathing space provided by the 
three year course means that we can 
now begin our course on Medicine in 
Britain, c1250-Present with a study 
of the ancient civilisations of Egypt, 
Greece and Rome in order to help our 
students understand how these 
societies shaped the medical 
practices of the medieval period. In 
turn, for any student who one day 
aspires to study History or a related 
course at university, this grounding in 
Ancient History will be an important

History



experience for them to call upon. 
Similarly, for students who might look 
to careers in the Arts, the gained 
lesson time means that we can 
compare and contrast how both 
Elizabethan England and the
American West have been portrayed 
in contemporary formats, such as 
royal portraiture and Western Dime 
Novels, with modern media
productions, such as the films;
Elizabeth: The Golden Age and
Dances With Wolves. In our Year 11
module on Russia and the Soviet 
Union 1917-41 we will have far more 
time to develop the students’
understanding of the key skill of
‘historical interpretations’, which has 
traditionally been an assessment 
objective confined exclusively to Year 
13.

Moving outside of the classroom, it is 
of course the trips and visits that are 
permitted under a three year 
programme that will do most to imbue 
in students a passion for the subject 
that outlives their time at Colyton. In 
History the department has a 
reputation for its residential visits to 
Ypres and the battlefields of the 
Western Front, during which students 
are offered the chance to reach out 
and touch some of the most 
significant reference points in our 
nation’s History. With the recent
centenary period in mind, the
shadow of the First World War still 
looms large, either through personal 
family histories or through collective 
commemorations like the daily Menin 
Gates ceremony that we always 

attend during our stay in Ypres. 
Equally, this trip will enrich the 
students understanding of what is a 
new dimension for our History GCSE, 
which focuses on the medical 
treatments that were provided for front 
line soldiers during the First World 
War. Students will therefore complete 
a field study of the often overlooked 
heroism of the brave men and women 
who picked up our Tommies when 
they had fallen and, in turn, see that, 
for all its tragedy, the First World War 
was a great catalyst for medical 
innovation and development. But, 
to truly grasp this, students need to 
appreciate the challenging physical 
environment in which the medical
personnel operated and there is no 
better way to do this than the 
first-hand experience that we 
simply could not offer under a two 
year GCSE.

The GCSE Latin course provides 
students with a firm grounding in the 
Latin language, alongside a deep 
knowledge of classical history, 
literature and culture. No previous 
experience of Latin is required. 
Students move from being beginners 
at the start of Year 9 to GCSE 
standard by Year 11.

Throughout the course students 
translate texts from Latin to English 
and English to Latin; read classical 
literature, in Latin and in translation; 
and analyse varied sources and 
artefacts to develop their knowledge 
of Roman culture.

Latin

In Maths the curriculum is taught to
encourage the development of good
problem solving skills and this is 
further developed within our extra 
curricular programme. All students in 
Years 9 and 10 are entered for the
intermediate UK Maths Challenge. 
Year 11 students are offered the
opportunity to take part, but this event 
often clashes with exam preparation 
so a choice is given. This challenge 
gives students the opportunity to work 
on abstract and unfamiliar problems 
that need no additional skills other 
than those being taught within the 
programme. Students are encouraged 
to see this as a personal challenge 
with the aim of improving year on 
year. Students who are successful in 
the first round are  invited to take part 
in the follow-on Olympiad rounds.

Every Monday lunchtime the
department run a Maths Challenge 
group where students are given the 
opportunity to work on and discuss 
approaches to problems similar to 
those that they may come across in 
Maths Olympiads, along with other 
interesting and obscure problems the 
department come across! From these 
sessions students are chosen to take 
part in various team maths 
challenges. For Year 10 we organise 
a team of students to take part in the 
“Maths Feast”, which in recent years 
has been hosted by the Met Office in 
Exeter. These challenges give 
students the opportunity to meet with 
other like minded students from other 
schools. 

Maths



We are always on the lookout for
opportunities to further enrich the 
students’ experience and to
understand the variety of routes that 
maths can take them. Recent visits 
have included:

• Maths is Our Future (Advanced 
Maths Support Programme), the 
University of  Exeter, for Year 10 
students

• Maths Inspiration talks focusing on 
Maths in real life situations

As a department we enjoy our 
subject, not just for the way it supports 
so many other aspects of our lives but 
because it is a fascinating subject in 
its own right. We want to encourage 
our students to see it in the same way. 
It is often later in life that this 
appreciation dawns and it is for this 

reason that we always encourage 
past students to come and talk about 
how they have used and  developed 
their maths skills in their higher
education and careers.

Modern Foreign Language

During our three year GCSE course, 
students continue with the
language they have already
studied. The course will allow them to 
deepen their understanding of how a 
language works through a variety of 
engaging topic areas. In addition, they 
further develop their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. 

Languages give our students of 
French, German, Spanish or
Mandarin the opportunity to go 
beyond the core course content and 
learn more about the culture of the 
countries studied. Students will 
research and learn more about
yearly celebrations, festivals and 
traditions from all four countries. 

We encourage the students to watch 
films in the target language, as they 
are an efficient way to put language 
learning to the test and discover more 
about the culture of the country. It can 
provide an insight into different 
periods of history of that country, 
depending on when the film was set. 
Here are a few examples:

French:“ Les Choristes” - a film set at 
a boarding school in post-war France.

German:“ Das Wunder von Bern” – 
post war Germany covering a real 
sporting event.

Spanish: “Coco” – a film which 
centres on the Day of the Dead in 
Mexico. Each year, we run exchange 
trips with our partner schools, giving
students the chance to live with a host 

family and immerse
themselves in the language and 
culture of the countries where their 
GCSE language is spoken. Students 
always enjoy the experience and it 
certainly gives them a boost in
confidence. With four languages on 
the curriculum, we have a rotation of 
exchange trips and students
normally go either in Year 9 or
Year 10. 

To complement the work we do in 
lessons, students have the
opportunity to take part in more 
challenges outside of lessons like our 
Stephen Spender Trust poetry 
competition (all years), essay 
competitions from universities (Years 
10 and 11) and other events we 
organise throughout the year.



Music

In Music we use the three years of 
GCSE to both broaden and deepen 
students’ understanding and musical 
development.  This will happen across 
whole classes and also individually 
where independent study is 
encouraged.

We always encourage students to 
develop their musicality outside the 
classroom, by joining ensembles both 
in and out of school, and taking a lead 
in House Music events. Following up 
individual lines of interest are 
important too.

One area of enrichment is the study 
of Music Theory to cover the content 
of ABRSM Grade 5.  With a wide 
range of topics including transposition, 
awareness of harmony, meter and 
time signatures, keys and chords, this 
acts as a way of underpinning
musical understanding and becomes 

a useful tool in composing work.  For 
students who have already taken 
Grade 5 Theory it is a good reminder 
and often leads to further knowledge 
in certain areas.

Regular whole class enrichment is 
undertaken by organised trips to 
concerts, in recent years we have 
twice attended special schools 
concerts given by the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra and under the 
umbrella of the Devon Youth Music 
Hub.  These are two organisations 
which we have been developing 
partnerships with for some years.
Attendance at professional 
performances act as important stimuli 
for both performing and composing 
and are always followed up by work in 
class to develop skills and 
understanding further. 

Some time is spent addressing 
musical topics which are not on the 
exam board specification in order 
to develop a broad outlook for the 
students. Often these are suggested 
by the students themselves and will 
usually begin with practical work in 
class.  

Similarly we are keen to highlight 
students own interests and skills. 
Students maintain a portfolio where 
they are encouraged to illustrate their 
own musical interests, either via 
presentation, performance or
composition.  This also serves to 
increase self-confidence and
presentation skills within the group.

The PE curriculum aims to empower 
students to understand and 
appreciate the value of being 
physically active and develop the 
motivation for making healthy life 
choices. Lessons, clubs and
extra- curricular fixtures provide the 
opportunity for students to develop 
their knowledge, skills and 
understanding of a variety of 
individual and team sports. Through 
PE, students can learn to 
appreciate and respect others, and 
develop effective collaboration and
communication skills. The subject 
area also offers many opportunities to 
build strong interpersonal 
relationships and develop a sense of 
social responsibility. 

Our three year GCSE course looks to 
inspire, motivate and challenge our 
students. The specification covers 
many areas including anatomy and 
physiology, physical training and 
movement analysis. In addition, the 
course also examines socio-cultural 
influences and ethical issues in sport. 
Students also find the sport 
psychology unit and the module on 

commercialisation of sport of 
particular interest.

Students also perform in three
different sports through the 
non-exam assessment component. 

Throughout the three years, students 
develop their ability to analyse and 
evaluate their performance in their 
chosen sporting contexts. It is an 
interesting and action-packed course 
that also contributes to the 
development of many transferable 
skills including decision-making, 
independent thinking, problem 
solving and the ability to work 
confidently under pressure. The 
course provides a great platform for 
going on to study PE at A Level or 
degree level as well providing an 
excellent lead into a variety of 
careers. It is a superb qualification for 
those undertaking sciences with the 
intention of then moving through into 
medicine or physiotherapy routes.

Physical Education



Physics

A three year GCSE programme
enables the Physics department to 
provide a wide range of learning
experiences and encourages
students to develop skills that would 
simply not have been possible 
previously. This includes research 
tasks, group projects, class 
presentations and the chance to 
consider how the scientific
discoveries they are learning about 
have benefitted society. In addition to 
this there is the chance to complete 
extensive investigative and practical 
work, and explore ideas outside or 
even beyond the GCSE curriculum.

Through the Exeter and East Devon
Ogden Schools Partnership Scheme’ 
and links with the University of Exeter, 
we are also able to offer students 
a wide range of talks and activities 
about the wider application of science 
in society and the career paths that 
studying science opens up.

In Year 9, students complete the
‘ People Like Me’ quiz to determine 
their personality types, and then 
attend a talk from a variety of STEM 
(Science, Technology,  Engineering 
and Maths) ambassadors who have 
also completed the quiz. They share 
their education, career and life
experiences with the students, again 
highlighting the many and varied 
opportunities that studying science 
can lead to. Strong links are 
maintained with past students who 
have gone on to study Physics and 
Science at university and beyond. 
These students frequently visit the 

school to share their experiences,
and inspire and enthuse our
students.

The Religious Studies GCSE course 
enables students to extend their 
critical analysis skills by giving them 
opportunities in their oral work as well 
as their written work to weigh up 
arguments and develop the strengths 
and weaknesses of. It also enables 
students to begin to understand how 
to formulate a line of argument and 
ensure that they are coherent in using 
evidence to support it. The demands 
of the course also ensure that 
students will consider different 
interpretations of sacred texts and 
teachings. Students  will understand 
how these different interpretations 

Religious Studies

form the basis of divergence amongst 
faith believers of the same religion in 
their responses to ethical and 
religious issues.

On class notebook, a range of 
different articles are offered in a 
scholarship section for students to 
extend their learning. There is also the 
opportunity for students to attend 
Philosophy club on Monday 
lunchtimes as well as  opportunities 
for students to listen to faith speakers 
to develop their understanding of the 
religions studied and the different 
stances on ethical issues.
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