
 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 

 
Helping your son or daughter’s planning and preparation for university and higher 

education is an exciting experience. Parents play an important part in the  

decision making process but it is important students make their own decisions as a result of 

carrying out in-depth research, gathered through: 

 

  PSHE tutorials 

  Confidential careers counselling  

  Individual discussions with subject tutors 

 Completing personal profiling questionnaires (e.g. Centigrade) 

  Attending the Higher Education Convention 

  Attending Open Days 

  Work experience and attending taster courses … and more. 

 

In the sixth form students are expected to develop as independent learners. They are 

encouraged to develop as individuals through participation in extracurricular  

activities by taking on extra responsibilities. Developing personal interests and the ability to 

work well as part of a team are qualities universities and employers value highly. 

 

The school has an exceptional record of academic success, leading to a greater choice of 

courses at university.1  Nearly all of our students go on to secure places on highly 

competitive Higher Education courses.  Although the options and  

opportunities available for sixth form students to consider may appear endless, there are 

numerous useful sources of information that you can access to aid the process and a 

number of these are listed in this information guide. 

 

 

1 82% of  CGS students in 2018 went on to the courses that they chose as their first choice, compared to an 

average of 79% across other leading UK grammar schools (Source: UCAS School Competitor Report 2019) 

  

 

 



 

 

Colyton Grammar School’s University & Colleges’ Admissions (UCAS) Process for 2020 entry 
 

Students apply on-line through UCAS Apply 
Deadline dates 
 20 September 2019 deadline for applications to Oxford or Cambridge universities and for applications to  
 medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine/science 
 Only four applications can be made for medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine/science  
 Students should aim to have all other applications ready for processing by the October half-term break, and many 

we would hope to process before. 
 
Outline: 
 A maximum of five choices is available. Most students select the same subject at five different institutions.  
 In selecting options, students should apply to courses they genuinely want to study and whose entry                                               

requirements are realistic 

 October 2019 
Application completed with up to five choices  

School or college adds reference, sends 
application to UCAS 

UCAS sends acknowledgement to  
applicant, who checks it carefully 

UCAS sends copies of application to all  
universities and colleges chosen  

Each university or college makes  
decision on application 

Offer is made 
UCAS sends details to applicant Unsuccessful application 

Unconditional offer 

Applicant replies to offers by using track on 
www.ucas.com/students/track  

Conditional offer based on examination results 

 

Decline 

May accept one firm and one  
insurance 

Examination results published 
13 August 2020 

APPLICANT ACCEPTED 
University or college confirms place.  This  

commits applicant to this university or college  

APPLICATION ACCEPTED 
Firm acceptance.  This reply is final 

and commits applicant to this  
university or college 

University or college does 
not confirm place 

All applications declined or rejected 

EXTRA CLEARING 

Extra and clearing are UCAS services that help an applicant, without an offer of a place, to continue their application to find a suitable  
higher education course 

http://www.ucas.com/students/track/index.html


 

 

The UCAS Tariff  
 
About two thirds of universities give a conditional entrance requirement in terms of grades 
achieved at A-level (often specifying grades for particular subjects), e.g. ‘AAA’ including an ‘A’ 
grade in Maths. About a third make their offer in terms of the UCAS Tariff points they require, 
e.g. 120 points from 3 A-levels (equivalent to BBB). 
 
The Tariff was first introduced in 2001, but underwent radical reform for courses starting in 
2017. This means that any existing experience you might have had of the old Tariff is no 
longer applicable. 
 
One of the big changes is that AS-levels will now be worth 40% (rather than half) of an A-level 
grade.  
 

 
 
 
In order to find out the grade/tariff requirements for a particular course, it is advisable to use 
the ‘Course Search’ (and then ‘Entry Requirements’) section at https://www.ucas.com. In 
exceptional cases these requirements can change, so it is wise to consult with a university’s 
online prospectus as well. If still in doubt contact the course admissions staff. 
 
A Tariff Calculator allowing you to work out how many points you hold/are likely to achieve 
can be found here: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-
requirements/tariff/calculator. 

GCE A-level GCE AS-level EPQ Tariff Points 

A*     56 

A     48 

B     40 

C     32 

    A* 28 

D   A 24 

  A B 20 

E B C 16 

  C D 12 

  D   10 

    E 8 

  E   6 

https://www.ucas.com
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/calculator
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/calculator


 

 

CGS GUIDE TO CAREERS AND  

HIGHER EDUCATION RESOURCES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

USEFUL WEBSITES & CAREERS PROGRAMS  
(*need password to access – see Head of Careers in school) 

 
 

BESTCOURSE4ME 
bestCourse4me exists because somebody had to do it. We publish information that people should know 
before they pick a course - particularly since they're having to invest a lot of time, effort and money in 
their choice. 
Our aim is to give you useful, reliable information about unis and courses, so you can make a fully  
informed choice about your future. We're 100% free, impartial and independent: we're run by a charity 
and you won't find any adverts on our site. 
 

THE BIG CHOICE 
Website for those wishing to explore the graduate as well as student (A-Level) job market.  A  
comprehensive graduate careers guide, including CV advice, application form tips and where the  
recruitment fairs are. Holiday jobs, work placements etc.    
 

BMA – HOW TO BECOME A DOCTOR 
Use this essential guide to help you decide if a career in medicine is right for you. 
 
CAREERS  SOUTH WEST  
Careers South West provides independent and impartial information, advice, guidance and practical 
help for those aged 13-19. In certain circumstances we also help those with learning difficulties and/or 
disabilities up to the age of 25. 
We have qualified, professional advisers working in locations across Cornwall, Plymouth, Torbay, Devon 
and Somerset. 
Advisers help young people find up-to-date information about careers, jobs, education courses,  
volunteering, training opportunities and other personal support so that they see all the options open to 
them. 
The school has a Careers South West advisor who can provide careers advice to our students.  
Should any student require an interview they should see Mr S. Smith to arrange it. 
 

*CENTIGRADE 
Centigrade asks students 150 psychometrically validated questions about their interests.  The unbiased 
results generate course areas which are most likely to be of interest to the student.  Students can then 
customise these results to move forward with the areas of most interest.  From these course areas  
students can narrow their focus and explore universities and specific courses.  This can be a useful tool 
to challenge the students’ assumptions about which university courses are right for them.  Centigrade 
also provides university information, courses information, a research/action planning tool, shortlisting 
facility, open day check list and personal statement writer. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bestcourse4me.com/
http://www.thebigchoice.com/
http://bma.org.uk/developing-your-career/medical-student/entry-to-medical-school
https://www.careerssw.org/


 

 

 

 
 

COMPLETE UNIVERSITY GUIDE 
We rank UK universities by assessing their performance in nine quality factors, we also offer a complete guide 
to applying to university. 
 
 
DIRECTGOV 
All about Student Finance for Higher Education. 
 
 
GUARDIAN UNIVERSITY GUIDE (online only) 
Your guide to courses at every university in the UK. 
 
 

*HEAP DEGREE COURSE OFFERS ONLINE is intended as a starting point for research into university degree 
courses currently available, to help you to narrow down your options before you contact the universities 
themselves for further, more detailed, information. The search result will give a list of institutions which can 
be sorted according to  A-Level grade / UCAS tariff entry requirements. 
 
 
*HIGHER IDEAS 
Higher Ideas is your starting point for higher education research, generating lots of ideas for courses to  
consider based on your current studies, interests and career ambitions. 
 
With its database of 37,685 courses based at 614 universities and colleges, organised into 677 study areas, 
Higher Ideas provides an effective and easy-to-use system for school and college students considering  
entering higher education. 
 
Once you've got the ideas, research them further, talk to those in the know and put yourself in the position 
of making an informed choice about your higher education career. 
 

 
 

http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/UniversityAndHigherEducation/StudentFinance/index.htm
http://www.theguardian.com/education/universityguide
http://heaponline.co.uk/
http://chas.careersoft.co.uk/HI/default.aspx?LinkMaker=dd84d5cf-bb21-45c6-8cd6-3ec1ae66786c


 

 

 
 

*KUDOS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Take a look at careers you are already interested in, to see whether or not they really suit you. 
 
MED SCHOOLS ONLINE   
Aimed at anyone who is thinking of studying medicine in the UK 
 
MY STUDENT HALLS 
Mystudenthalls.com is the student accommodation search engine with a difference; we only list student 
halls! So whether you're looking for student halls in London or student halls in Leeds, we have them here! 
 
NATIONAL CAREERS WEEK 
Although called ‘National Careers Week’ this website permanently hosts good careers information and links 
to other careers related websites.  
 
NHS CAREERS 
NHS clinical careers involving patient contact (e.g. radiographers, dietitians, midwives, physiotherapists as 
well as nurses and doctors) require training courses recognised by the relevant regulatory bodies. Check for 
details of these careers and approved courses – as well as the many non-clinical careers opportunities within 
the NHS ( e.g. healthcare scientists, health informaticians, surveyors, accountants, as well as a variety of  
support staff).  
 
NORTH DEVON NHS 
Details of work experience placements on offer at hospitals throughout Devon 
 
NOT GOING TO UNI 
Although virtually every one of Colyton's students decides to go on to Higher Education, we realise that the 
decision is not right for everyone straight after they leave school.  This website has been set up by an  
enterprising young man who decided to go against the trend at his school and is evangelical about the  
alternatives to HE. Lots of useful information.   
 
 
 

A careers matching programme designed to help you 
explore careers.  It contains information on more 
than 1700 career titles.  
 
The programme will ask you questions about your 
likes and dislikes, qualifications you have gained or 
are studying for, and any health factors that may 
affect you. 
 
It will then match you to careers and provide  
Information for you to find out more about them. 
  
It will help you to find careers that suit your personal 
interests - and may suggest some that you've never 
thought about before. 

http://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/LoginPage.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://www.medschoolsonline.co.uk/index.php?pageid=140
http://www.mystudenthalls.com/
http://www.nationalcareersweek.com/
http://www.nhscareers.nhs.uk/
http://www.northdevonhealth.nhs.uk/work/work-experience/what-we-can-offer/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PROSPECTS  The UK’s official graduate career website 
Looks at career options for specific degrees, gives careers advice for graduates and examines 
what graduate employers are looking for in recruitment.  Although this will be more relevant 
three years after leaving school, we find it useful when students ask us, “What can I do with a 
degree in Social Anthropology?” 
 
QAA  The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 
The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) checks how UK universities 
maintain their own academic standards and quality.  It’s a sort of OFSTED for universities.  The 
reviews and reports can make for rather ‘dry’ reading.  However, it could provide another tool 
in the decision-making process. 
 
THE TIMES GOOD UNIVERSITY GUIDE 2019 
The definitive . . . . 
 

UCAS  The central organisation that processes applications for full-time undergraduate 
courses at UK universities and colleges.   

 

There is a section called 'Apply' where 
students make their online applications. 
In the section called 'Course Search' you can 
conduct a search for courses by entering the 
degree subject required, an institution name, 
or a geographical region to search in.   
The search result will give a list of institutions 
in alphabetical order with all the relevant 
courses they offer, together with information 
about the entry requirements for each 
specific undergraduate course. 

 

UNISTATS  Search, review and compare subjects at universities and colleges in the UK 
Course comparison site.  Unistats brings together authoritative, official information in one 
place, in a way that is not available on any other website.   It includes the results of the annual 
National Student Survey. 
 

UNI TASTER DAYS 

Up-to-date source of UK university taster events, workshops and open days for school and 
colleges. 

It’s a simple-to-use central portal, listing crucial events that enables universities, teachers and 
potential students from schools and colleges to get together to chat about the realities, dispel 
the myths, and look forward to the advantages and opportunities of higher education. 

 

 

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/cms/ShowPage/Home_page/What_do_graduates_do_/p!efebppm
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/University_Guide/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.unistats.com/
http://www.unitasterdays.com/


 

 

 

 

*VERYAN WEBVIEW ONLINE  Database of work experience employer placements SW 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHATUNI.COM 
Whatuni helps students find universities and courses using their comprehensive data and handy 
University Comparison Tool. 
Features 
 Up to date course data directly from UCAS 
 Times League Table rankings 
 University information from KIS 
 Complete comprehensive list of UK universities 
 FREE to use and no subscription required 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE DATABASE  
In addition to the online resources listed above, the school maintains its own database of work 
experience employers.  This is only available to students in school, via the intranet: 
 

 
 

 
 

Start> 
All Programs> 
Careers> 
Work  
Experience Database 
 
A record of every  
employer used by  
students from this school 
over the past few years.   
May contain more  
personalised feedback than 
the Veryan  
Webview database (above). 
 

The Devon Education  
Business Partnership (EBP), 
vet and approve companies 
and organisations as work 
experience providers within 
the South West region. 
 
At the appropriate time in 
their school career,  
students will automatically 
be provided with a personal 
pin number to allow access 
to this online database. 

http://devon.learnaboutwork.org/log-in-student.asp
http://www.whatuni.com/degrees/courses/Degree-UK/qualification/M/list.html


 

 

 

HE BOOKS 
 
The following is a shortlist of books taken from the comprehensive stock of up to date 
careers and higher education guides available from the school careers library. 
 
The Times Good University Guide by John O’Leary, published by Times Books 
HEAP: Choosing your Degree Course and University by Brian Heap, published by Trotman 
HEAP: University Degree Course Offers: The Essential Guide to Winning Your Place at Uni-
versity by Brian Heap 
University prospectuses 
 
 
OTHER USEFUL LINKS 
Student Finance:  
www.gov.uk/student-finance 
www.thestudentroom.co.uk 
 
Which? The Parents’ Guide to University:  
http://university.which.co.uk/advice/advice-for-parents 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
http://university.which.co.uk/advice/advice-for-parents

