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In terms of the GCSE curriculum, it is
important to note that:

• Students will complete a total
of 11 GCSE qualifications over 
three years.

• All the courses they will follow,
except for PSHE and compulsory 
PE, lead to GCSE qualifications.

• All GCSE courses involve an
examination at the end of Year 11, 
but in addition, some involve
alternative methods of
assessment.

• GCSE is a preparation for future
study. The GCSE programme is
arranged so that they will have a 
wide choice in the Sixth Form and 
beyond.

In Years 9 to 11 their PSHE
programme will support them in 
making future choices and you will 
have access to individual guidance 
through teachers at school, Careers 
South West and the Devon and
Cornwall Careers Service.

The courses offered at Colyton
Grammar School are aimed at
ensuring that students follow a 
broad and balanced curriculum, 
which will provide maximum
flexibility in their future education 
and career pathways. Some choices 
of subjects however, have to be
made and such decisions require 
careful thought. To help students 
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make these decisions a number of 
events are scheduled in the spring 
term of Year 8:

• Year 8 assembly with Mr Gregson
- Online.

• Parents’ evening appointments 
- 28 January (8A and B), 
   04 February (8C,E and O).

• PSHE careers lessons - January.
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Can my son/daughter choose an
additional options subject in place of 
a core GCSE such as French, Mandarin, 
Spanish, or RE?  The curriculum offer is 
agreed by the Headteacher in
consultation with the Board of Trustees 
and all students in Years 9, 10 and 11 
are timetabled accordingly. No
changes to the core programme are 
therefore possible.

Is there an advantage in
completing the form early?  No. The 
data will not be looked at by the
Administrator responsible for
timetabling until all students have 
completed their options request. It is 
better to take time to ensure the right 
choices are made in the first place. The 
deadline for the form to be submitted 

is Midday on Thursday 11 February.

What if my son/daughter changes 
his/ her mind after the 11 February 
deadline?  Obviously, we want your 
son/daughter to be happy with their 
choices and will look to make any
changes requested. However, we 
cannot guarantee that such requests 
will be successful as they depend on 
the constraints of the timetable once it 
is drawn up and the size of the classes 
involved.

My son/daughter is still struggling to
make a final decision. Who should 
they speak to?  Students who have 
difficulty in making their choices, or 
submitting their electronic (Office 365) 
form, should seek further guidance 
from Mr Gregson, Deputy Head.

GCSE Examination Courses

The majority of GCSE courses are
assessed entirely by final
examination. However, a few GCSE 
courses contain a mixture of
assessment by examination at the 
end of the Key Stage and
non-examined assessment which is

Examination Guide

Grades awarded at GCSE will be in 
the range of 1-9, with 9 indicating an
exceptionally high level of
attainment.

Why are GCSE grades Important?

•They indicate further potential to
employers and selectors (e.g. 
colleges and universities).

•Success provides a sound
foundation for A-Level studies.

•They are important independent
evidence available to Higher
Education selectors; especially 

Frequently Asked Questions

now AS Level exams have been 
removed.

•Good grades can lead to lower 
A-Level offers from Higher
Education  institutions (HEI).

•Mediocre grades can increase the
likelihood of total rejection for 
some Higher Education courses.

completed at any time during the
course. The chart below shows what
methods of assessment have
previously been involved in the 
courses available at Colyton.

Subject Exam Board & Code Non-Examined 
Assessment 

(%)

Examination 
(%)

Art Pearson 1AD0 60 40
Biology AQA 8461H 0 100
Business Pearson 1BS0 0 100
Chemistry AQA 8462H 0 100
Computer Science AQA 8520D 20 80
Drama AQA 8261 60 40
English Language WJEC Eduqas C700QS 0 100
English Literature WJEC Eduqas C720QS 0 100
French WJEC Eduqas C800PH 0 100
Geography AQA 8035 0 100
German WJEC Eduqas C820PH 0 100
Mandarin AQA 8673 0 100
History Pearson 1H10/EM 0 100
Mathematics Pearson 1MA1 0 100
Music WJEC Eduqas C660QS 60 40
Physical Education AQA  8582 40 60
Physics AQA 8463H 0 100
Religious Studies WJEC Eduqas C120PI 0 100
Spanish WJEC Eduqas C810PH 0 100



(CORE and Additional OPTION
Studies)

Some courses are CORE studies, i.e.
these are subjects that everyone has 
to take. The following subjects are 
part of the CORE:

English (both Language and
Literature)
Mathematics
Religious Education (RPE)
Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and
Physics)

     Modern Foreign Languages 
    (French, Mandarin or Spanish)

Non-Examination Studies:

    PE (Physical Education) and PSHE    
    (Personal, Social and Health
    Education)

In addition, students will study:

One Humanities subject either
Geography or History

Other subjects are OPTIONAL.
Everyone is expected to choose three 
of the following OPTION studies (one 
must be either Geography or
History):

Art, Craft And Design
Business
Computer Science
Drama
French
Geography
German

History
Music
Physical Education
Spanish

Students can choose to study two
languages or both humanities by
selecting the additional subject as an
OPTION. Students are advised to 
choose subjects that they enjoy. The 
school will do its best to fit these 
choices, but in some cases this may 
not be possible, hence students are 
asked to indicate two reserve
choices.

Course Details
The following pages give details 
of each of the courses available at 
Colyton Grammar School. If you 
want further information, you should 
consult the Curriculum section of the 
school’s website and talk to your 
child’s teachers.

The following Subject pages are 
CORE Subjects:

English (both Language and
Literature)
Mathematics
Religious Education (RPE)
Science (Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics)
MFL (French, Mandarin or
Spanish)
Humanities (Geography or
History)

Outline of Curriculum Programme



At the heart of the GCSE English 
Language and Literature at Colyton 
Grammar School is the desire to give 
students the opportunity to develop 
the ability to read and listen with 
insight, and write and speak with 
impact alongside core skills for their 
future lives, whatever direction they 
take.

Throughout the GCSE course,
students read a variety of exciting 
and challenging literary texts
(fiction, plays and poetry) and 
non-fiction prose (including
journalism, speeches and narrative 
non-fiction). They have the
opportunity to write in a number of 
forms and for a variety of purposes. 
They also develop their use of
spoken English in a range of
contexts.

Students are encouraged to read 
widely, developing their own
responses to what they have read, to 
enjoy the practice of writing, and to 
speak in an articulate, considerate 
and sensitive manner.

All students are entered for both 
English Language and English
Literature GCSE examinations. In 
English Language, 100% of the final 
grade is assessed through
examinations taken at the end of 
Year 11. Two papers assess reading 
and writing. One focuses on the 
reading comprehension of
modern literary prose and the 
skills of narrative writing; the other 
assesses reading modern and 19th 

Century non-fiction prose, as well 
as requiring students to write two 
non-fiction, transactional pieces. 
One task, a formal speech, is
assessed for Spoken Language. 
This does not contribute to their 
final English Language mark, but is 
recorded as a separate grade (Pass, 
Merit or Distinction). In English
Literature, the assessment is also 
100% terminal. In one paper,
students will be examined on their 
knowledge and understanding of a 
Shakespeare play and an anthology 
of poetry. A second paper examines 
a post-1914 literary text, a 19th
century novel and responses to 
unseen poetry. All exams are closed 
book. 

English

The course aims to enable students  
to use and apply mathematics for 
solving problems and as a means of
understanding and communication. 
It challenges and encourages them 
to reason logically, to be creative, to
hypothesise and test different lines 
of mathematical argument, both
individually and as part of a group.

Particular key skills are developed to
meet the needs of the National
Curriculum. Students are given
opportunities to develop:

Analytical Skills
•Their ability to represent

mathematics in appropriate ways
•Their ability to interpret and

evaluate in a range of situations 
and be able to solve longer
multi-stage problems

•Communication skills, both
written and verbal

The above key skills are used to
develop students understanding of
number, algebra, geometry and 
shape, data handling and
probability.

During the course, students are 
guided towards appropriate use of
mathematical equipment and it is
essential that students become 
familiar with their own calculator. 
The mental skills introduced in 
earlier years are further developed 
during the GCSE course.

Assessment
All candidates are entered for the 
higher tier papers of the Edexcel 

syllabus, which enables students to 
have access to the highest grades.

The course contains no coursework 
and is assessed by three written 
papers at the end of the course. The 
ability to work with and without a 
calculator will be built into these 
exams.

Departmental Practice
From Year 8 onwards students are
taught in sets according to their
mathematical ability. The setting is
continually reviewed throughout 
Years 8 to 11 with transfers being 
made when appropriate. IT is
becoming a major part of maths 
learning. Students will become 
familiar with many software
packages and are taught when it is
appropriate to use them. Autograph, 
Desmos and Geogebra. (for
graphing, transformations and
statistics) and Excel (for
investigational tasks and statistics) 
are the main packages used. All
students have access Dr Frost Maths. 
This is an online resource that
allows students to follow online
lessons and videos and is ideal for 
revision and when lessons have 
been missed. It also allows students 
to self assess their own progress by 
completing teacher set worksheets.

Mathematics



All students follow the Eduqas GCSE
course in Religious Education.

It includes the following
components:

Component 1 - Religious,
Philosophical and Ethical Studies 
in the Modern World (50% of 
qualification). Assessed in a two 
hour exam.

Component 2 - Study of
Christianity (25% of qualification). 
Assessed in a one hour exam.

Component 3 - Study of a World 
Faith-Buddhism (25% of 
qualification). Assessed in a one 
hour exam.

Component 1 will include topics 
from different Christian
perspectives. Some topics will also 
be studied from a Buddhist
perspective.

Component 2 will include Christian
beliefs and teachings including the
nature of God, creation, Jesus 
Christ, salvation and the afterlife.

Studies in Component 3 will cover
Buddhist beliefs and teachings, the
Buddha, the Dhamma, the four 
noble truths, human personality, 
human destiny and ethical teaching.

Religious Education (RPE)

Assessment
Students will be assessed on their
ability to:

•Select and present relevant
factual information in an
organised way.

•Understand language, concepts,
beliefs and practices of religion.

•Relate religious teachings to 
modern day issues.

•Evaluate religious issues.
•Know and understand social 

attitudes to contemporary moral 
issues.

Students will be expected to use a 
wide range of source materials and 
methods of study (including
discussion, debate, interviews, and 
use of library and internet). They will 
develop skills in essay writing,
analysis and evaluation of
contemporary moral and religious
issues. 

Work will build upon the studies
undertaken during Years 7 and 8 and 
a major aim of the course is to relate
material to the modern world and to
develop an awareness of religion as 
a contemporary reality.

Assessment is by three exams.

The insights and learning skills 
gained from this course provide a 
very useful background for A-Level 
study, not only in the Arts but also 
in the Social Sciences: skills such as 
investigation, evaluation and

organisation have a very wide
application.

The course is designed so that
followers of any religion or of none 
at all, are equally able to participate.

All students continue their studies in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The
courses are designed to match the
ability and needs of individual
students, while fulfilling National 
Curriculum requirements.

GCSE Courses give candidates
opportunities to:

Develop their interest in, and
enthusiasm for, science.

Develop a critical approach to
scientific evidence and methods.

Acquire and apply skills,
knowledge and understanding of 
how science works and its
essential role in society.

Acquire scientific skills,
knowledge and understanding 
necessary for progressing to
further learning.

Work in practical design,
investigation techniques and
analysis of conclusions is
assessed as part of the exams and 
students will reflect on practicals 
in their exercise books.

Biology

Biology is the study of all forms of 
life - plants, animals and viruses. 
Topics covered in the course include
classification, nutrition, transport,
respiration, excretion, growth and
development, behaviour,

Science (Biology, Chemistry
and Physics)



French

The GCSE French course will
develop your desire and ability to
communicate with and understand
speakers of French in a variety of
contexts and for a variety of
purposes. It will enable you to cope 
confidently with the sort of
situations you are likely to
encounter on a holiday or short
professional trip to a French-
speaking country, whether it be on a 
skiing trip, camping holiday,
exchange trip or business excursion.

You will be able to enter into a
discussion about films and other
entertainment, you should be able 
to understand the gist of a news 
report and you will be able to tell 
someone what your future hopes 
are. Indeed, you should have the
linguistic power to engage in a range 
of communicative situations which 
you are likely to encounter when 
you visit the French-speaking world. 
The ability to express yourself in
another language also enhances 
your ability to use your first
language and find employment in
the future.

You will develop your understanding
and knowledge of French and
countries and communities where
French is spoken, broadening your
horizons, developing your cultural
knowledge and understanding and
fostering transferable skills such as
confidence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.

MFL (French, Mandarin or Spanish)

reproduction, disease and genetics. 
Evaluation of theories teaches us 
how to solve problems and to test 
solutions in a logical way.

Experimental work gives valuable
experience of working individually 
and in a team. Students present
results and findings concisely as 
they evaluate procedures.

Biology offers a fascinating insight 
into the amazingly complex and
delicate environment in which we 
live, and into the ways our own
bodies and minds work. Knowing 
more about ourselves and other
organisms helps us to really judge 
and act in the best way possible
to preserve our own health and
sustain the environment.

Chemistry

Chemistry is the study of the
properties and reactions of the
substances of which matter is
composed. Topics include atomic
structure and the periodic table,
bonding, structure, and the
properties of matter, quantitative 
chemistry, chemical changes,
energy changes, the rate and extent 
of chemical change, organic
chemistry, chemical analysis,
chemistry of the atmosphere and 
using resources.

The course provides students with a
body of knowledge and skills not 
only to excel at the subject at this 

level, but also as excellent
preparation for those who wish to 
continue their study to A-Level.
Students will be encouraged to 
apply their knowledge to unfamiliar 
situations and develop the ability 
to interpret, organise and evaluate 
data. The importance of the social, 
economic, environmental and
technological aspects of Chemistry 
will be stressed. Development of 
practical skills is an integral part of 
the course, as is the ability to design 
experiments to solve particular 
problems and to draw conclusions 
from results when appropriate.

Global change is creating enormous
challenges relating to human health,
energy and scarce natural resources.
Chemistry is vitally important in 
helping us to find solutions to these
challenges. The GCSE introduces
students to some of these ideas and
shows how this fascinating subject
could be the key to a more
sustainable future.

Physics

In Physics we aim to lay firm
foundations for students wishing to
study the subject, or related
subjects further up to the highest 
levels. But we also aim to equip all 
of our students with the skills that 
will prepare them for whatever they 
choose to do. By the end of their 
GCSE in Physics all students will
have developed their ability to
communicate complex ideas, solve
problems, systematically analyse 

data, work effectively in a team, 
apply their numeracy skills and pay 
attention to detail.

Students will study a number of 
topics including:

•Particle Model of Matter.
•Working Scientifically.
•Energy.
•Electricity.
•Atomic Structure.
•Radioactivity.
•Waves.
•Electromagnetism.
•Space Physics.



The three broad themes studied are:

Identity and Culture.
Local, National, International and
Global Areas of Interest.
Current and Future Study and
Employment.

Within these themes you will study:

•Youth Culture (Self and
Relationships; Technology and
Social Media).

•Lifestyle (Health and Fitness;
Entertainment and Leisure).

•Customs and Traditions (Food and
Drink; Festivals and Celebrations).

•Home and Locality (Local Areas of
Interest; Transport).

•France and French-Speaking
Countries (Local and Regional
Features and Characteristics;
Holidays and Tourism).

•Current Study (School/College 
Life; School/College Studies).

•World of Work (Work Experience 
and Part-Time Jobs; Skills and 
Personal Qualities; Jobs and 
Future Plans (Applying For Work/
Study; Career Plans).

•Global Sustainability
(Environment; Social Issues;
Charity/Voluntary Work).

Assessment
GCSE French is a linear qualification
with 100% of assessment taking 
place at the end of the course. There 
are four components:

Speaking (25%).
Listening (25%).

Reading (25%).
Writing (25%).

We emphasise practical
communication and help you to
develop your confidence to
manipulate language spontaneously 
so that you can enjoy and be
successful in real-life social
situations abroad or when dealing 
with French-speaking visitors. We 
use realistic and authentic resources
and offer you the chance to apply 
your language skills (and gain a 
memorable experience) on the
Mongré Exchange in the Beaujolais 
region of France. You will find
qualifications in Foreign Languages 
essential assets in your career and 
leisure time.

Mandarin

The GCSE Mandarin course will
develop your desire and ability to
communicate with and understand
speakers of Mandarin in a variety of
contexts and for a variety of
purposes. It will enable you to cope 
confidently with the sort of
situations you are likely to
encounter on a holiday or business 
trip to China. 

You will be able to enter into a
discussion about various topics, you 
should be able to understand the 
gist of a news report and you will 
be able to tell someone what your 
future hopes are. Indeed, you
should have the linguistic power to
engage in a range of communicative
situations which you are likely

to encounter when you visit
China or other mandarin speaking 
countries. The ability to
express yourself in another
language also enhances your ability 
to use your first language and find 
employment in the future.

You will develop your understanding
and knowledge of Mandarin and
countries and communities where
Mandarin is spoken, broadening 
your horizons, developing your
cultural knowledge and
understanding and fostering
transferable skills such as
confidence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.

The three broad themes studied are:

Identity and Culture.
Local, National, International and
Global Areas of Interest.
Current and Future Study and
Employment.

Within these themes you will study:

•Youth Culture (Self and
Relationships; Technology and
Social Media).

•Lifestyle (Health and Fitness;
Entertainment and Leisure).

•Customs and Traditions (Food and
Drink; Festivals and Celebrations).

•Home and Locality (Local Areas of
Interest; Transport).

•China and Mandarin-Speaking
Countries, communities (Local 
and Regional Features and
Characteristics; Holidays and 
Tourism).

•Current Study (School/College 
Life; School/College Studies).

•World of Work (Work Experience 
and Part-Time Jobs; Skills and 
Personal Qualities; Jobs and 
Future Plans (Applying For Work/
Study; Career Plans).

•Global Sustainability
(Environment; Social Issues;
Charity/Voluntary Work).

Assessment
GCSE Mandarin is a linear
qualification with 100% of
assessment taking place at the end 
of the course. There are four
components:

Speaking (25%).
Listening (25%).
Reading (25%).
Writing (25%).

We emphasise practical
communication and help you to
develop your confidence to
manipulate language spontaneously 
so that you can enjoy and be
successful in real-life social
situations abroad or when dealing 
with Mandarin-speaking visitors.
We use realistic and authentic
resources and offer you the chance 
to apply your language skills. You 
will find qualifications in Foreign 
Languages essential assets in
your career and leisure time.

Spanish

The GCSE Spanish course will
develop your desire and ability to
communicate with and understand



speakers of Spanish in a variety of
contexts and for a variety of
purposes. It will enable you to cope 
confidently with the sort of
situations you are likely to
encounter on a holiday or short
professional trip to a Spanish-
speaking country, whether it be on a 
sunny holiday to some of the 
Spanish islands, a camping holiday, 
exchange trip or business excursion.
You will be able to enter into a
discussion about films and other
entertainment, you should be able 
to understand the gist of a news 
report and you will be able to tell 
someone what your future hopes 
are. Indeed, you should have the
linguistic power to engage in a 
range of communicative situations 
which you are likely to encounter 
when you visit the Spanish-speaking 
world. The ability to express yourself 
in another language also enhances 
your ability to use your first
language and find employment in
the future.

You will develop your understanding
and knowledge of Spanish and
countries and communities where 
Spanish is spoken, broadening your
horizons, developing your cultural
knowledge and understanding and
fostering transferable skills such as
confidence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.

The three broad themes studied are:

Identity and Culture.
Local, National, International and

Global Areas of Interest.
Current and Future Study and
Employment.

Within these themes you will study:

•Youth Culture (Self and
Relationships; Technology and 
Social Media).

•Lifestyle (Health and Fitness;
Entertainment and Leisure).

•Customs and Traditions (Food and
Drink; Festivals and Celebrations).

•Home and Locality (Local Areas of
Interest; Transport).

•Spain and Spanish-Speaking
Countries (Local and Regional
Features and Characteristics;
Holidays and Tourism).

•Current Study (School/College 
Life; School/College Studies).

•World of Work (Work Experience 
and Part-Time Jobs; Skills and 
Personal Qualities; Jobs and 
Future Plans (Applying For Work/
Study; Career Plans).

•Global Sustainability
(Environment; Social Issues;
Charity/Voluntary Work).

Assessment
GCSE Spanish is a linear
qualification with 100% of
assessment taking place at the end 
of the course. There are four
components:

Speaking (25%).
Listening (25%).
Reading (25%).
Writing (25%).

We emphasise practical
communication and help you to
develop your confidence to
manipulate language spontaneously 
so that you can enjoy and be
successful in real-life social
situations abroad or when
dealing with Spanish-speaking 
visitors.

We use realistic and authentic
resources and offer you the chance 
to apply your language skills (and 
gain a memorable experience) on 
the Castellón Exchange, near
Valencia, the birthplace of paella. 
You will find qualifications in
Foreign Languages essential assets 
in your career and leisure time.

Geography

Why is GCSE Geography a good 
choice? Students enjoy the range of 
human and physical topics covered in
geography, the insights it can provide 
into understanding the world around 
us and the sheer contemporary nature 
of the issues it tackles. Geography 
GCSE is a particularly pertinent choice 
in our rapidly changing world.

Why is Geography so relevant in our
rapidly changing world? The subject 
tackles some of the fundamental
challenges faced by people across the 
globe today.

Students will travel the world from the 
classroom, exploring case studies in 
the United Kingdom, newly emerging 
economies and lower income
countries. Topics of study include 
climate change, poverty, deprivation, 
global shifts in economic power and 
the challenge of sustainable resource 
use. Students are also encouraged 
to understand their role in society, 
by considering different viewpoints, 
values and attitudes. 

Overview
Unit 1 - Living with the Physical 
Environment

The aims of this unit are to develop 
an understanding of the processes 
and forms associated with tectonic,
geomorphological, biological and
meteorological processes in
different environments, and the 
need for effective management 

Humanities (Geography or History)



strategies. Unit 1 is divided into 
three sections:

Section A:  The Challenge of Natural
Hazards.

Section B:  Physical Landscapes in 
the UK.

Section C: The Living World.

Unit 2 - Challenges in the Human
Environment

The aims of this unit are to develop 
an understanding of the factors that
produce a diverse variety of human
environments; the dynamic nature 
of these environments that change 
over time and place; the need for 
sustainable management; and the 
areas of current and future
challenge and opportunity. Unit 2 is 
divided into three sections:

Section A:  Urban Issues and
Challenges.

Section B:  The Changing Economic
World.

Section C:  The Challenge of
Resource Management.

Unit 3 - Geographical Applications

This unit is designed to have
elements of synopticity. It is an
opportunity for students to show 
their breadth of understanding and 
appreciation of the inter-
relationships between different
aspects of geographical study. The 
GCSE course requires students to 
undertake two days of fieldwork:

Section A: Issue Evaluation.
Section B: Fieldwork.

What sort of skills do Geography
courses develop? The course not only 
develops understanding of our world 
but also develops a number of very 
important skills:

•Communication skills.
•Teamwork and leadership skills.
•Analytical skills, geographical

investigations test hypotheses and
involve analysis.

•Numeracy and literacy.
•Preparing reports which encourages

conciseness and clarity in the use of
language.

•Problem solving, geographers can 
pose problems and then investigate 
the answers.

•Decision making.
•Environmental and social

awareness.
•The use of Geographical information

systems.

Assessment
Paper 1 Written exam: one hour 30
minutes (35%)

•Living With The Physical
Environment.

•The Challenge of Natural Hazards.
•Physical Landscapes in the UK.
•The Living World, and

Geographical Skills.

Paper 2 Written exam: one hour 30
minutes (35%)

•Challenges in The Human 
Environment.

•Urban Issues And Challenges.
•The Changing Economic World.
•The Challenge of Resource

Management.

Paper 3 Written exam: one hour 
(30%)

•Geographical Applications.
•Issue Evaluation.
•Fieldwork and Geographical Skills.

In all exams, question types will
include multiple-choice, short
answer and extended prose.

History

The GCSE History course at Colyton 
has been designed to offer students 
an appropriate balance between 
breadth and depth of historical 
study as well provide a rich variety 
of subject matter.

Whether we are exploring the role of
the Church in medicine and society 
in the Middle Ages, explaining the 
causes of the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada, understanding the cultural 
genocide of Native American
Indians, or debating the
consequences of the Russian
Revolution; we hope that there is
something to satisfy every historical
appetite. Each topic has also been
chosen to help students understand

the world they are confronted with 
today as well to develop important 
transferable skills such as evidence 
interrogation, extended writing and 
critical thinking. The Edexcel History 
course that we have constructed 
comprises of four key elements that 
are assessed in three separate
papers at the end of the course:

Paper 1 - Thematic Study and
Historic Environment (30%)
The thematic study requires
students to understand change and 
continuity across a long sweep of 
history, including the most
significant characteristics of
different ages, from the medieval to
modern periods. They include
people, events and developments 
and reveal wider changes in aspects 
of society over the centuries and 
allow comparisons to be made
between different periods of history.
We have selected Medicine in
Britain, c1250 – present. The historic
environment linked to this topic 
is the British sector of the Western 
Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatment 
and the trenches.

Within this topic students
investigate the ideas about the 
cause of disease and illness,
approaches to prevention and
treatment and case studies from
the time. This includes the Black 
Death, William Harvey and the
circulation of blood and the
implementation and impact of the 
NHS. The historic environment
enables the students to investigate 



the First World War and create their 
own source enquiries based
on medical records and personal
account.

This paper consists of questions that
test all the assessment objectives; 
recall of knowledge, analysis and 
evaluation of sources.

Paper 2 - Period Study And British 
Depth Study (40%)
The American West, c1835-c1895
The period studies focus on a
substantial and coherent medium 
time span of at least 50 years and 
requires students to understand the 
unfolding narrative of substantial 
developments and issues associated 
with the period. This topic enables 
students to investigate the early
settlement of America, the
subsequent development of the 
Plains and the conflicts that
ensued.

Depth Study
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88
The depth study focuses on a
substantial and coherent short time
span and requires students to
understand the complexity of a
society or historical situation and 
the interplay of different aspects 
within it. This topic enables students 
to investigate Elizabethan society in 
the Age of Exploration, her role as 
Queen, the government and religion 
during the period as well as the 
challenges Elizabeth I faced at home 
and abroad.

This paper consists of questions that
test the first two assessment
objectives; recall of knowledge and 
analysis of information.

Paper 3 - Modern Depth Study 
(30%)
The depth study focuses on a
substantial and coherent short time
span and requires students to
understand the complexity of a
society or historical situation and 
the interplay of different aspects 
within it. 

Russia and the Soviet
Union, 1917-41
This topic begins with the
revolutions of 1917 and
then investigates the Bolsheviks in
power until 1924. Following this, 
Stalin’s rise to power and
dictatorship is explored whilst
considering the economic and social 
changes that occurred.

Art, Craft and Design
Business
Computer Science
Drama
German
Music
Physical Education

(Additionally, students can opt to 
take a second Humanities or MFL 
subject, including German, if they
prefer - please see earlier subject 
entries).

OPTION subjects:



At GCSE we aim to provide students
with a high level of skills and
disciplines more so than would 
usually be expected at GCSE. This 
means that because we have a 
three year programme students can 
achieve more autonomy and
opportunity for stretch and
challenge.

Media is more varied and students 
have to access a higher level of
authoritative and analytical
research that is incredibly in depth. 
We provide students with the
opportunity to share good practice 
with each other and to teach skills 
to younger students in the first two 
years.

Students keep learning journals/
sketchbooks that they use in art to
independently source new skills, 
artists, newspaper articles/art
related news and other useful
information related to art.

An extensive programme focusing 
on improving student skills will 
begin in the Autumn term of Year 9. 
This is a new introduction to skills 
not normally covered within our old 
GCSE course. These include
Collagraph, Mono type, Screen 
printing, Etching, Lamination and 
Assemblage/Textile and sculptural 
based tasks.

Whole class workshops, intensive
lessons and one off workshops run 
by outside agencies are run
throughout Years 9 and 10. These
include a ceramic workshop,

painting and sculpture skills,
photorealism drawing, plaster
casting objects, photography and 
Photoshop/ drawing-tablet use.
Textile skills are also being
introduced this year.

We take creative opportunities as 
they arise throughout Art GCSE, for 
example:

The Double Elephant staff helped 
to develop gifted and talented
students in Year 9 with skills in
advanced Screen Printing, based 
on the Eduardo Paolozzi
exhibition at the Thelma Hulbert 
gallery in Honiton.

Collage work with the artist Jan
Phethean with Year 10 students.

Ceramic workshop with
Christopher Godfrey – local
ceramicist

Photograms and cyanotypes’ 
with photographer and artist 
Nicky Thompson.

Students will also visit the Tate and
the Barbara Hepworth galleries in
St Ives where they will complete 
preparatory drawings and studies 
to enhance their‘ Organic Forms’ 
coursework.

Over the course, the assessment
components will cover:

Component 1 - Coursework:
Personal Portfolio in Art (60%)

Art, Craft and Design

One term dedicated to art skills and
new disciplines, Two Internally set
projects run through Years 9 and 10, 
then a ten hour mock exam in Year 
11, internally set and marked.
Externally moderated in May.

Component 2 - Externally Set
Assignment (40%)

Ten hours internally set and marked.
Externally moderated.

Business

Edexcel GCSE Business gives you the 
opportunity to explore real business 
issues and understand how 
businesses work. The first half of the 
course encourages you to think as 
an entrepreneur, and concentrates 
on the key business concepts, issues 
and skills involved in starting up 
and running a small business. The 
second half of the course examines 
how businesses develop beyond the 
start-up phase, emphasising the role 
of marketing, operations, finance 
and human resource management 
in growing the business. The course 
also examines the impact of the
wider world on the decisions a 
business makes as it grows. As the 
course develops, you will become 
increasingly aware of the relevance 
of the theory you are learning to 
real-life business and economic 
activity, and this will also give you 
a better understanding of business 
and economic current affairs.

GCSE Business provides you with an 
opportunity to prepare for the wider 
world beyond Colyton Grammar 
School, encouraging you to develop 
the skills needed to succeed in a 
competitive world and how to find a 
market niche and create a profitable 
and successful enterprise. You will 
be able to put your understanding 
into practice through competitions 
and activities such as the ‘trainer 
challenge’ (designing, costing and 
marketing new trainers for a major 
sportswear brand), and the ‘tenner 
challenge’ where you attempt to 
build a business using only £10 as a 



GCSE Computer Science is for
students who are logical
thinkers, curious about technology 
or inventive. It gives students a real, 
in depth, understanding of how 
computer technology works and the 
chance to explore programming. It 
gives students vital problem solving 
skills that are applicable to a wide 
range of careers, including those 
that make use of digital
technology. The course is taught 
through practical activities that
involve the students writing
programs, building computer
systems and creating networks.

We offer a wide range of co-
curricular opportunities, such as VEX 
VRC Robotics Competition, Bebras 
Challenge, Oxford University
Computing Challenge, PA
Raspberry Pi Competition and 
Informatics Olympiad. These
competitions and challenges
complement the classroom learning 
and allow students to develop and 
apply their knowledge and problem 
solving skills. We have a history of 
success at a regional and national 
level in many of these.

Programming
Students spend a significant propor-
tion of the course learning how to 
program using the Python program-
ming language and how to develop 
programs to solve real problems. 
The work builds on the knowledge 
and understanding that they have 
developed during their first two 
years as they take on increasingly 

Computer Science

complex problems. Students gain 
an understanding of how algorithms 
are planned, converted into code 
and then debugged.

Computing Concepts
The students study the
fundamentals of computer systems, 
looking at what goes on inside a 
computer and developing their
understanding of how information 
and commands are stored on a
computer and how these are
accessed and used. They look at 
how computers interact with each 
other and get to have practical 
experience of building networks of 
computers. They look at how data 
can be stored and processed using 
databases. They also examine the 
impact of developments in
computer technology on society.

Assessment
Paper 1 - Computational thinking 
and programming skills (50%)
Examines programming,
computational thinking, problem 
solving and applied computing as 
well as theoretical knowledge of 
computer science.

Paper 2 - Computing
Concepts (50%)
Examines theoretical knowledge of 
computer systems, networks,
security and software development.

Students will learn a range of
practical skills enabling them to be 
confident and creative in their use 
of improvisation and performance. 
There will be theatre trips, research 
and workshop opportunities to
widen their understanding and
enjoyment of drama.

Students will also learn about the
technical aspects of theatre such as
lighting, sound, set design, make-up
and costume.

Drama fosters a wide range of
personal and social skills which are 
highly valued by employers, such as 
teamwork, problem-solving and
creativity. Students learn to
collaborate with others, think
analytically and evaluate effectively. 
They gain the confidence to pursue 
their own ideas, reflect and refine 
their efforts.

Students will follow the AQA
syllabus which allows maximum 
flexibility and choice. Over the GCSE 
course, there are three assessed 
units:

Component 1 - Understanding 
Drama (40% written examination, 
externally assessed)
Practical exploration of a play and
consideration of the characters and
action from the perspective of a
Director, Designer and Performer.
Students will also have the
opportunity to critically evaluate a
live theatre production which they 
will have seen as part of the course.

Drama

start-up fund. You will also be
encouraged to consider the
ethics and sustainability of business 
activity through the Green Schools 
Project Social Business Challenge.

You will study the following themes:

Paper 1: Introduction to Small
Business (50%)
•Enterprise and Entrepreneurship.
•Spotting a Business Opportunity.
•Putting a Business Idea into
    Practice.
•Making the Business Effective.
•The External Influences on
    Business Activities.

Paper 2: Building a Business (50%)
•Growing the Business.
•Making Business Decisions.
•Making Operational Decisions.
•Making Financial Decisions.
•Making Human Resources
    Decisions.



Component 2 - Devising Drama 
(40% practical performance,
internally assessed and externally 
moderated)
Students create, perform and
evaluate a devised piece of theatre. 
They can contribute as a performer 
or designer. Students will be
assessed on the process of devising 
as well as the performance and so 
they will need to keep a devising log 
which is also marked.

Component 3 - Texts in Practice 
(20% practical performance,
externally assessed)
Students perform two separate 
extracts from one play.

There is a free choice of texts and
students are able to decide
whether to contribute as performer 
or designer for one, or both, of the 
extracts.

Personal qualities required for this
course: Students do not need to be
experienced performers, but they 
must be:

•Willing to work as a team.
•Willing to initiate ideas and take 
    part in evaluative discussions.
•Prepared to perform in front of 
    others.
•Prepared to work with energy,
    enthusiasm and with a variety of
    people.
•Prepared to show 100%
    commitment.
•Prepared to give up their own 
    time after school for rehearsals    
    and theatre trips.

 GCSE German will develop your
desire and ability to communicate 
with and understand speakers of 
German in a variety of contexts and 
for a variety of purposes. It will
enable you to travel and thrive
in Germany, Austria and
Switzerland, broadening your
horizons, developing your cultural 
knowledge and understanding and 
fostering transferable skills such as 
confidence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.

German is a sister language of
English and you will learn i
 swiftly. Once you get to the end of 
the course, your level will be parallel 
with French. The fact that you might 
have started the language after 
French does not limit your grades: 
previous results prove that learning 
German enhances your employment 
and mobility prospects, whether 
you want a career in business,
engineering, the media, fashion or 
world-class football. Young people 
in other European countries
frequently learn several languages 
to an advanced level. English 
speakers of German are sought after 
in the world of work.

A GCSE in German is proof of a
practical skill which can be put to 
effect in the largest single language 
grouping in Europe. (More people in 
Europe have German as their
mother tongue than any other
language). You will find that you use 
this linguistic skill later in life. 

The three broad themes studied are:

•Identity and Culture.
•Local, National, International and
    Global Areas of Interest.
•Current and Future Study and
    Employment.

Within these themes you will study:
•Youth Culture (Self and
    Relationships; Technology and 
    Social Media).
•Lifestyle (Health and Fitness;
    Entertainment and Leisure).
•Customs and Traditions (Food and
    Drink; Festivals and Celebrations).
•Global Sustainability
    (Environment; Social Issues;
    Charity/Voluntary Work).
•France and French-Speaking
    Countries (Local and Regional
    Features and Characteristics; 
    Holidays and Tourism).
•Home and Locality (Local Areas of
    Interest; Transport).
•Current Study (School/College    
    Life; School/College Studies).
•World of Work (Work Experience 
    and Part-Time Jobs; skills and 
    Personal Qualities).
•Jobs and Future Plans (Applying  
    For Work/Study; Career Plans).

Assessment
This is a linear qualification with 
100% of assessment taking place
at the end of the course.

German

There are four components:

    Speaking (25%).
    Listening (25%).
    Reading (25%).
    Writing (25%).

We emphasise practical
communication and help you to 
develop your confidence to
manipulate language spontaneously 
so that you can enjoy and be
successful in real-life social
situations abroad or when dealing 
with German-speaking visitors. We 
use realistic and authentic resources 
and offer you the chance to apply 
your language skills (and gain a 
memorable experience) on the
Eckental Exchange in Bavaria.
Needless to say, you will find
qualifications in Foreign Languages 
essential assets in your career and 
leisure time.



The GCSE course for Music follows 
on from the first two years by
integrating the activities of
Performing, Composing and
Listening. Lessons focus on
practical projects where you will 
work individually and in groups to 
explore how music works. This
practical exploration is reinforced by
theoretical study: the ABRSM Grade 
V Theory syllabus is covered as a
complement to GCSE work.

The examination board used is 
EDUQAS. There are four Areas of 
Study:

· Musical forms and devices - based 
    on music from 1650 – 1910.
•Music for ensemble - how voices 
    and instruments work together.
•Film music - how music enhances 
    the visual image.
•Popular music - a range of Rock 
    and Pop styles.

Within these areas many styles of 
music are studied (classical, folk, 
jazz, pop and world). As an
indication of the breadth
involved it is expected that during 
the course students will encounter –
Baroque, Classical, Romantic,
Musical Theatre, Jazz and Blues, 
Film music, Chamber music, Rock 
and Pop of many decades, Bhangra, 
Choral music, Programme music 
and specific examples by Bach and 
Toto.

The specific requirements of the
examination are outlined:

Performing
Two recordings – usually one solo
and one ensemble. Guide to
expected standard = Grade 3+, total 
time of four minutes (30%).

Composing
Two pieces produced (30%)

Listening Exam
Recording with question paper 
(40%)

Music

Students who choose to take GCSE 
PE will follow the linear AQA course.  
This means the students will sit all 
their exams and submit all their 
non-exam assessment at the end of 
the course.

The course will encourage students 
to:

•Be inspired, motivated and
    challenged, and enable them to   
    make decisions about  further 
    learning opportunities and 
    career pathways.
•Develop knowledge,skills and
    values to develop and maintain 
    their performance in physical
    activities and understand the
    benefits to health and well-being.
•Develop knowledge and
    understanding of the factors 
    that underpin physical activity  
    and sport to improve performance.

•Understand how the
    psychological state affects
    performance in physical activity.
•Perform effectively in different 
    physical activities by developing 
    skills and techniques and
    selecting and using tactics.
•Develop their ability to analyse 
    and evaluate to improve
    performance in physical activity 
    and sport.
•understand key socio-cultural 
    influences which can affect 
    people’s involvement in physical 
    activity and sport.

Subject Content
1. Applied anatomy and physiology.
2. Movement analysis.
3. Physical training.
4. Use of data.
5. Sports psychology.
6. Socio-cultural influences.
7. Health, fitness and well-being.

Assessment
Paper 1 
•Applied anatomy and physiology.
•Movement analysis.
•Physical training.
•Use of data.

Paper 2
•Sports psychology.
•Socio-cultural influences.
•Health, fitness and well-being.
•Use of data.

Both papers are a mixture of
multiple choice/objective test
questions, short answer questions 
and extended answer questions. 
Both papers are a written exam: one 
hour 15 minutes (78 marks on each 
paper).  Combined – 60% of the total 
marks

Practical component
•Practical performance in three
    different physical activities in the 
    role of player/performer (one in a 
    team activity, one in an individual
    activity and a third in either a 
    team or in an individual activity).

Analysis and evaluation of
performance to bring about
improvement in one activity. 100 
marks 40% of GCSE.

Physical Education



PE (Physical Education)

All students follow a programme
focusing on three main strands that 
help to develop their physical, social 
and personal skills (Performance,
Leadership, Evaluation).

Performance
Students develop knowledge in a 
variety of sports, improve their skills 
and become more proficient at
decision-making within a game
situation or other sporting area. 

Leadership
Students are encouraged to take on
coaching roles and officiate games 
in lessons. Students have the
opportunity to develop within a 
small group or in a more challenging 
whole class situation.

Evaluation
Within the lessons, students also 
look to analyse their personal
performance. They develop their 
quality of feedback and focus on
giving positive and constructive
comments. The aim is for the
lessons to be vigorous, worthwhile 
and above all fun and enjoyable.

Two lessons are taught each week 
(ten lessons per unit, eight units per 
year). 

Students can chose the programme 
they wish to follow. The following 
activities are offered:

Autumn and Spring: Football, 
Rugby, Hockey, Netball, Volleyball, 

Basketball, Gymnastics, Fitness, 
Handball and Badminton.

Summer: Athletics, Rounders,
Cricket, Tennis and Softball.

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health 
and Education)

In Years 9 to 11 students follow a
programme of PSHE on a weekly 
basis with their tutor.

Students explore personal targets 
and motivation, reflecting on their 
individual strengths and
characteristics. They also consider 
the adjustment to GCSE work,
personal organisation and
presentation skills.

Students follow modules which
contribute to citizenship work,
including making videos of new 
laws as part of a Parliament run
competition, and exploring
anti- racism and anti-homophobia. 
PSHE continues work studied in 
Years 7 and 8 and expands on
information regarding financial
literacy, coping with stress, online 
safety and sex and relationships.

Careers work continues with
students considering Employability 
Skills, Higher Education courses and
post-GCSE options. All students 
have an individual interview with a 
senior member of staff and with the 
Careers South West adviser. Time
management and preparation for 
exams are considered, including 
sessions on stress management.

Non-Examination Course (PE and PSHE)

Students performance at GCSE
provides the basis for the choices 
they make at A-Level and will have 
a bearing on what they want to do 
after school (at Higher Education 
level and beyond when it comes to 
employment).

However, these choices are also
informed by their knowledge of:

The opportunities available to
students in the work market.

The employability skills that they
possess. In Years 9 to 11 students 
will learn about the skills necessary 
to maximise their potential in the 
work-place. These will be taught 
inside the curriculum of those
subjects that students have chosen, 
as well as through PSHE.

In PSHE students will be given
opportunities to develop their
understanding through:

    Enterprise events.
    Looking at working roles.
    Learning how to apply for jobs.
    Work experience preparation.
    Careers activities.
    Self-evaluation and report-writing.

1. Make your choices for the right
reasons - Make your choices based on
what you enjoy and what you are 
good at. Do not make choices based 
on what your friends are choosing or 
present teacher.

2. Don’t limit your possibilities - 
Most careers, education and training
opportunities are open equally,
regardless of gender and disability.
Courses should be selected on the
basis of personal interest and needs, 
not because they are considered as a 
boys’ or girls’ course.

3. The future - A broad and balanced 
GCSE programme will ensure all
students can progress to A-Level study 
in three years time. The courses at 
Colyton have been designed to
maximise balance and breadth 
through a structure that meets the 
needs of the EBACC. Please do use the 
school’s online facilities/software or 
the Careers Library as you have been 
shown in Careers lessons to do the 
research. Remember that 

4. Qualities other than exam passes
- Courses leading to examinations are
important and we want these to be as
successful as possible, but personal
qualities and attitudes are as
important in getting and keeping a 
job, training or going on to Further or 
Higher Education. Your extra-curricular 
activities and achievements will all be 
important in demonstrating what you 
can do.

Employability Skills
and Work-Related Learning

Points to Think About



5. Final submission - The
submission of your final choices will 
be via an Office 365 form. The link to 
this will be sent to each student’s 
school email account following the 
parents’ evening.
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