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A Very Mr Stephan Christmas ... 

How do you work around 

those economic challeng-

es keeping costs low but 

spirits high?  

Mr Stephan: my dad was 

always obsessed with 

keeping the heating off, so 

obviously not heating the 

house and then I did 10 

years in Dartmoor, 10 

years in a cottage with no 

central heating at all. That 

sounds a bit miserable 

right, but I suppose you 

could keep heat or warmth 

close to the body e.g. I’m 

very used to wearing thick 

wool sweaters around the 

house, I  have been know 

to wear a woolly hat in bed 

because I’m bald and a lot 

of heat escapes through 

the head. A warm cup of 

cocoa before bed, that’s a 

good one for warming for 

spirits. A hot water bottle in 

bed and um electric blan-

kets are actually very good 

because really they don’t 

actually use that much 

electricity and they go over 

your mattress and they 

generate a little bit of heat 

without having to heat your 

entire house space  

It is well known that the current economic 

climate in our country is dire what are the 

biggest issues we will be facing as we near 

the festive season? 

Mr Stephan: I think that households are obvi-

ously facing a lot of different problems at the 

minute, with rising costs and the cost of living. 

The big one obviously is rising energy costs 

as we’ve seen many of those household bills 

doubling over the next year, which is signifi-

cant. And then we’ve also seen rise in food as 

well which is very significant, so if we think 

about going into the festive season food costs 

will be a major squeeze on household budg-

ets.  

Right, now previously you’ve said you’re a 

bit of  a scrooge around Christmas time, do 

you still celebrate the holiday with family or 

what?  

Mr Stephan: uh yeah I have to basically, most 

Christmases are spent doing large tours of Brit-

ain visiting all members of the family and every 

member of the family wants to put on, you 

know, a big meal, so its quite intense. So yeah 

we do an awful lot of visiting, and each person 

wants to do their own version of Christmas but 

yeah, I’m very, very lucky to have a nice ex-

tended family and uh yes i end up eating quite 

a lot of food over the time. And I actually strug-

gle to eat more than one main Christmassy 

meal so when you have a number of days of it 



I’m aware that your well-travelled, teaching in Mexico 

I believe you’ve said before, so have you ever experi-

enced any different Christmas traditions around the 

world? 

Mr Stephan: Yeah I was trying to think back. I think one of the 

most magical Christmases was, I was living Belgium but we 

drove up to see some friends in Sweden and Norway. Basically 

we had this tiny 1970’s Honda Civic, one of those little bubble 

cars, and we drove up through Sweden up into Norway right up 

to the arctic circle but we stayed with various friends along the 

way. But the Scandinavians really know how to do Christmas 

and that was totally magical, kind of in these rough Scandinavian 

wood cabins with all the decorations and trimmings and with the 

snow outside and everything, I think that was one of my most 

memorable Christmases plus spending days in this little Honda 

Civic, I don’t know how we got through all the snow we did basi-

cally get to the edge of the arctic circle with it. I also spent a bit 

of time in Algeria as kid and I remember being highly sceptical 

that Santa would find me in Algeria despite my parents assur-

ances and apparently he did, he did find us.  

What was the best present you’ve ever re-

ceived given or bought yourself ? 

Mr Stephan: I’ll tell you what, I’m not very good at go-

ing out shopping and stuff, I always leave Christmas 

shopping to the last minute and I don’t often go out 

buying clothes and stuff like that so I guess a nice 

woolly jumper, seen as I’m used to not having central 

heating right. Woolly socks I’m very happy with, so 

traditional presents like that are things I particularly 

enjoy getting. Actually increasingly I try and give 

things that are consumables whether its candles or 

nice food or whatever as a lot of people have so 

much I feel like I’m not going further clutter anyone’s 

houses any further with that.  
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Puzzle Pages 

Across: 

1) _______ in the air. 

3) Mickey Mouse trades this to buy a Christmas present for Minnie. 

7) What did LadBaby build his city with in his 2018 Xmas Number 1? 

9) My True Love gave me 12 of these. 

10) Vehicle that Santa travels around in. 

16) What Jamie learns for Aurelia in Love Actually. 

18) Supposed inventor of the Christmas tree. 

21) St Bernadette’s rival in the Nativity! 

22) Place where it was ‘always winter but never Christmas. 

 

Down: 

2) Demon that visits naughty German children. 

4) Famous Christmas ballet. 

5) Alcoholic beverage commonly poured on Christmas pudding. 

6) Destination of the McCallister family in Home Alone. 

8) Worst chocolate in a celebrations box. 

11) First name of the first British monarch to make a Christmas broad-

cast. 

12) Colour of mistletoe berries. 

13) Star sign that Christmas Day falls on. 

14) Country  that Trafalgar Square Christmas tree comes from. 

15) French Santa. 

17) German Christmas cookie. 

19) Sparkly decoration for your tree. 

20) American organisation famed for the Santa Tracker 
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2022 Album 

Reviews 
(in our opinion) 

The best albums of the year 

The best albums 

of the year (in 

our opinions)  

Featuring Taylor Swift, 

Artic Monkeys and 

more... 

Swift's latest record-breaking, award-winning offering has quickly become a 

fan favourite in the few weeks it has been around. Containing stand out tracks 

like ‘You're on your own kid’ and ‘Mastermind’, Swift never fails to disappoint 

with a variety of feel-good, tracks that are easy listening. Yet after a few lis-

tens you can't help but wonder what it is this album is missing. Although I'd be 

lying if I said as a self-confessed *Swifty* that I don't like this album, I must 

admit it would fold immediately next to the powerful lyricism and heart wrench-

ing relatability of Folklore. One thing you can never fault Swift for, however, is 

her incredible ability to cater to every mood of your average teenage girl. 

Overall: a satisfying album, but nothing showstopping, innovative or ground-

breaking.  - Lili 

Midnights - Taylor 

Harry’s House  - Harry Styles 
Despite the fact that this album was released earlier this year it's chokehold 

on society is still very much prevalent, and it still manages to top the charts 

week after week. Styles' recent tracks connect to the listener on a much more 

personal level than some of his previous albums. In fact, I think I speak for 

every listener when I say that that during 'Love of My Life' I shed a tear, while 

'Late Night Talking' had me dancing around my room. No matter what vibe 

you're looking for, Harry's House covers it all. My favourite songs from this 

album currently are ‘Late Night Talking’ and ‘Daydreaming’. Both have an 

upbeat feel to them that radiates good energy and always puts me in a fan-

tastic mood. Overall, in my opinion, every song in Harry’s House is worth a, 

but be warned - the tune tends to linger in your head for days.  - Megan 

Being Funny In A Foreign Language 

- The 1975 
If The 1975’s whining vocals and unintelligible lyrics haven’t appealed to 

you before, Being funny in a foreign language might just change your 

mind. Matt Healey has returned to his roots with the unique sound that 

made The 1975 so popular before, whilst also developing his previously 

convoluted lyricism into concise, vulnerable, and even (as the title sug-

gests) funny songs that aren’t easily forgotten after listening. The album 

hasn’t lost the trademark 1975 ambience, but with this new era it has 

merged into a more upbeat and  streamlined sound, transforming it into 

an album that is enjoyable to the masses, not just Tumblr teens.   

- Violet 



2022 Album 

Reviews 
(in our opinion) 

The best albums of 

the year 

The best albums 

of the year (in 

our opinions)  

Featuring Taylor Swift, 

Artic Monkeys and 

more... 

Faith In The Future - Louis Tomlin-

 

While Tomlinson's latest release may not redefine the meaning 

of music or shock you with its originality, it is impossible to not 

enjoy listening to it. With its pop rock beats and consistent vo-

cals, 'Faith in the Future' combines many of the best elements of 

current mainstream pop - and is a promising continuation of 

Louis Tomlinson's past musical style. If you have previously 

been a fan of his music, there is no doubt that this album is not 

a let-down, but instead an asset to Tomlinson’s cohesive portfo-

lio of music so far.  - Freya 

The Car -  Artic Monkeys 

The Monkeys' most recent reinvention of their sound, "The 

Car" combines the psychedelic rock of their last album with 

themes associated with the tracks that put them on the map, 

i.e.. 2013's “AM.” Despite the fact that they aren’t stand-out 

hits compared to the rest of his discography, this album 

stays true to their others in its production of a unique and 

consistent sound. Whilst I’m sure some are disappointed 

that the band has seemingly permanently moved away from 

their roots of tales of late nights (or early mornings) partying 

in their hometown of Sheffield, this paradigm shift of their 

discography represents a maturity – the band have made it 

and then some.  This is accurately reflected in "The Car," 

with songs such as "There'd Better Be a Mirrorball" giving us 

lowly listeners a grounded insight into the stardom faced by 

the band after two decades in the public eye.  - Orlaigh 


