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has a sense of belonging. One of our alumni who epitomises the spirit 
and dedication needed to reach your dreams is Matthew Butler (Walker) 
of the Class of 2021. Matthew deferred his place at university to pursue 
a career in Esports and I am delighted to say that he will be competing 
for England in the Commonwealth Games taking place in Birmingham 
next month. Well done and although a medal would be great you have 
already achieved great things in such a short amount of time!  

‘A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.’ 

This is a time for moving on and hopefully a time of peace for us all. 
Moving on can be a difficult pathway, for both students and staff, but it is 
an inevitable aspect of life. A E Housman writes: 

“Into my heart as air that kills 
From you far country blows: 
What are those blue remembered hills, 
What spire, what farms are those? 

That is the land of lost content, 
I see it shining plain, 
The happy highways where I went 
And cannot come again.” 

Moving on does mean things are not the same again, but unlike the 
line in Houseman, a tradition unchanged by time is that alumni and 
colleagues will always find a warm welcome at CGS. 

Thank you all for your fantastic support and may I wish you all a 
wonderful, peaceful summer.   

Thank you and take care, 

 

Tim Harris BA Hons, FCCT, NPQH 
Headteacher  

Dear Parents, Guardians and Colytonians, 

‘To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted’ 
 
I begin this letter with an extract from the Book of Ecclesiastes, as the 
concept of time is often in my thoughts as we approach the end of an 
academic year. The summer is a time when we think of growth and of 
beginning but in a school context it can be the ending of something. 
Perhaps, it is a gateway time and the short few lines from T S Eliot 
provide an illustration of this line of thought: 

“For last year’s words belong to last year’s language 
And next year’s words await another voice. 
And to make an end is to make a beginning.” 

This year has been a tremendous year: students’ achievements, so well 
documented in my weekly letters, have continued to amaze. Students 
have won awards in computing, engineering, poetry, fictional writing, 
academic writing, sport, music and art. The school was singled out for 
praise by the Secretary of State for Education (the one who is now, at 
the time of writing this letter, the Chancellor) for its contribution to 
widening access regarding admissions. The school has been 
successful in accruing funds to resurface the 3G pitch and install new 
LED floodlights, and to install a new fire alarm system that will run 
across the school site. During this year we celebrated our 475th 
anniversary surrounded by our brilliant alumni and friends. 2021-2022 
has indeed been a good year. Let us not forget that during the first term 
of this academic year COVID rates remained high and in fact the school 
suffered its highest infection rates in the period September to 
December, than at any time in the pandemic. This year has not been a 
normal year: we have had to deal with higher absence rates of students 
and colleagues and ensure that issues raised by the pandemic years 
were dealt with effectively. It is against this backdrop that this year 
can be seen to be even more of a success. I am indebted to the hard 

Headteacher’s welcome

work and professionalism of my colleagues who have maintained high 
standards and expectations that have enabled high levels of academic 
progress to be made and who have created the opportunities for 
scholarship and personal development that the students have so 
eagerly gobbled up. Perhaps, the key ingredient to all that is mentioned 
above is that successful outcomes, of any kind, have come through a 
community effort: teachers, parents, students and alumni. Together our 
school has become a stronger and better school. A time of challenge, 
a time of change has resulted in the school moving forward and not 
resting on its past image and practice. 

Ecclesiastes continues:  

‘A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
A time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace and 
a time to refrain from embracing; 
A time to get and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away.’ 

This time of year is perhaps a time to lose and a time to weep, as this 
period of the year means that we say goodbye to some colleagues as 
we greet others to our fold. This year we bid farewell to Mr Witchell, 
teacher of History, Mrs Antill, teacher of Business and Economics and 
Mr Giraudon, Head of Modern Foreign Languages. I would like to thank 
all of them for their hard work and contribution to the school but I would 
like to state publicly my immense gratitude to Mr Giraudon. The study 
of languages in the English educational system continues to decline 
on the national stage and yet under his leadership languages at CGS 
has grown in popularity and in success. He has introduced the study 
of Spanish and Mandarin and the school has established links to the 
University of Exeter and in China. He is returning to France to be closer 
to his family but there will always be a little part of Brittany here in 
Colyford! Thank you. 

Regarding other leavers, we have four esteemed members of staff 
departing for the luxury of retirement! Ms Hodgson has been a brilliant 
teacher of English and it is through her inspiration that so many have 
been hooked on poetry and developing their own creative writing. Thank 
you. 

The final three to mention have a combined service of 70 years! Mrs 
Harris has not only been a teacher of PE but has superbly led the sports 
primary partnership work. Through her work, primary age children have 
glimpsed what CGS could offer and many have gone on to join the 
school as students. She has generated a love of sport in young people 
and it is always a delight to see the primary school children come into 
school to take part in the activities, all under the watchful eye of the 
Year 12 Sports Leaders, who have been moulded by Mrs Harris. The 
next, by teacher service, is Mr Davis, who has been a teacher at this 
school for 25 years, but let us not forget he was also a student at this 
school for seven years. Mr Davis has not only been a brilliant teacher of 
Maths but has been a cultural icon in developing the outdoor education 
provision in the school through his leadership of Ten Tors, and his con-

tribution to the School Choir has been amazing. Indeed, Mr Davis will 
be missing on the last day of term as he will be on Choir tour, singing 
in the beautiful cathedrals of Llandaff and Cardiff. I know that his choral 
and mathematical skills will be sorely missed but we will also be need-
ing a new opening batsman for the Staff cricket team. Finally, we say 
goodbye to Mr Davis’ choral leader, Mr House. Mr House has been at 
CGS for 29 years and his work has not only brought academic success 
to our students but also great joy and a sense of well-being to so many 
others through the breathtaking choral and orchestral concerts that he 
has produced. His final two concerts, one performed by his students 
and one performed by his colleagues, exemplified the great respect this 
community has for him. He will be greatly missed but all is not lost. Mr 
House will be returning to the school as the administrator for the visiting 
music teachers and so we will not lose his experience and musical ge-
nius quite yet. He will make the 30 years of service at least and perhaps 
we may get another Album of the Week!  

I want to wish all of my colleagues good luck with the next steps of their 
lives and to thank them for their contribution to the work and history 
of this school. As they leave school on Friday, I wonder if they cast 
a thought to the time of their first day teaching a lesson and if they 
remember their thoughts at this time. In September, we will be joined by 
new colleagues, excited, ready for new challenges and perhaps with the 
stamina and skills for the next decade or two! 

Earlier I wrote that this year had been more of a transitional year than 
a return to normality. However, normality was fully restored on Tuesday 
evening with the first school fete for three years. What a brilliant event 
and certainly one of the very best. It was wonderful to see so many 
people and families having fun and sharing stories. The stalls were 
entertaining, and the ice cream van owner is looking to retire to Monaco 
as a result of the amount of sales! After a few years living in social 
isolation this event was a great way to experience a sense of 
‘Belonging’ and of community. Thank you all for your support and 
especially to Mr Gregson for his thorough planning and leadership. 

This academic year has also seen us undertake our first full year as a 
Teaching School Hub, a national network of 87 centres of excellence 
for teacher training and development. Through this designation and 
our joint leadership of the South West Institute for Teaching we have 
delivered an Early Career Framework programme to more than 800 
Early Career Teachers and Mentors from across Devon, Plymouth and 
Torbay; provided induction support to over 450 Early Career Teachers; 
and rolled out the new suite of National Professional Qualifications to 
over 600 teachers and leaders from across Devon and Cornwall. The 
role of a Teaching School Hub has been a new one for us at Colyton 
and provides a tangible example of the relevance of our core values – 
scholarship, service and humility – in the wider community as well the 
need to be outward looking and seize new opportunities. 

This edition of The Colytonian is full of news of student success and of 
seizing new opportunities. We want to create a school where everyone 
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standing still either and will be announcing, 
once the parental election is concluded, the 
names of our two new parental Trustees. The 
Board of Trustees will also welcome some 
newly-appointed Trustees in the autumn term, 
who will assist the Board in pushing forward its 
strategic plans for Colyton Grammar School in 
the next academic year. 

On behalf of all the Trustees, we hope that you 
have a wonderful summer and on your behalf 
I would like to thank Mr Harris and the entire 
Colyton Grammar School team for all their hard 
work and dedication in another year packed full 
of exceptional achievement.

 

Ian Griffin, Chair of Trustees

The summer term is both a time when Trustees 
look back to what has been achieved this year 
and forward to the strategic priorities for the 
future. The Board’s vision continues to be to 
help deliver exceptional education at Colyton 
Grammar School and provide students with 
brilliant outcomes. 

The Board this year has supported Mr Harris 
and his team with a number of key strategic 
projects, such as the excellent new drama 
suite, continued development of digital learning 
and securing funding for the replacement of the 
Astro on the All-Weather Pitch, which we hope 
will be delivered by the new academic year. 

Colyton Grammar School says goodbye to 
some long-standing friends and colleagues, and 
we wish them well in their retirement or next 
steps. The school will welcome some excellent 
new recruits and the Board looks forward to 
working with them in our continuing pursuit of 
excellence. The Board of Trustees is not 

From the Chair of Trustees

The Summer term here at Colyton Grammar 
School, has been a busy one. Here is a round 
up of the last three months!

Coming up...

May:
Opening of the Bradbeer Drama Studio
UK Junior Maths Challenge
Actor and alumnus, Tom Brittney, returns to 
Colyton
U15 East Devon netball success
Duke of Edinburgh and Ten Tors
Italian ski trip
Vex Robotics National Finals

June:
Year 7 Adventure Days
Year 9 Enrichment day to Plymouth
Exeter Public Library visit
Inspiring Colytonians
Cricket success
Luke’s East Devon Bus Map
Student’s work at the Royal Academy
Blooming marvellous

What’s coming up?

 
July:

Competition winners appear on BBC 
Spotlight
Class of 2020, 2021 and 2022 Prize Giving
Year 6 Induction Day
Playing for Real
475th Anniversary Festival
Sports Leaders Celebration
Mandarin to a Tea
Footprints but NOT carbon
Lego Robotics Challenge
MFL Summer Term
Olympiad Successes
Seaton Wetlands
Alumni Duathlon Success
Sports Day
Two week immersive programme of Mandarin
ICB Celebration Day
Neon Sponsored Walk
A round up of Outdoor Learning



M
ay

We were delighted to welcome back four former 
Headteachers recently, for the official opening 
of the new Bradbeer Drama Studio. Mr Fox, 
who can be seen below cutting the ribbon, 
spoke with great affection of Mr Bradbeer, also 
a former teacher, whose bequest of his estate 
to the school has made so many development 
projects possible. Money from the Bradbeer 
Fund has been used to purchase the solar 
panels around the site, and the income from 
these is used to provide financial support for 
students.

Opening of the Bradbeer Drama Studio

Year 7 and 8 students took part in the UKMT 
(United Kingdom Mathematics Trust) 
Junior Mathematics Challenge. In Year 7, 88% 
achieved at least a bronze certificate. This 
included 31 gold, 55 silver and 49 bronze 
certificates. In Year 8, 90% of students achieved 
at least a bronze certificate. One student, 
Benji O, achieved the highest score, with full 
marks, 135 out of 135, an incredible 

UK Junior Maths Challenge

achievement! We have five students who will 
be invited to take part in the Junior Olympiad 
follow-on round and 36 students who will be 
invited to take part in the Junior Kangaroo 
follow-on round. It is great to have Mr Fudger 
leading on this and providing yet another 
opportunity for students to apply their knowl-
edge through scholarly challenge.



We were delighted to have Tom Brittney return 
to school to talk with our students about his 
career journey and then run a workshop for 
Year 10 and Year 12 students. Tom went on 
from Colyton to study at Exeter College and 
then Royal Central School of Speech and 
Drama. He currently has the lead role in ITV’s 
detective drama, Grantchester. 

He spoke to a group of students at lunch in the 
library answering plenty of questions, which 
included describing his favourite part of the job,  
storytelling. Coming back to school, he reflected 
that he always used to do a backflip on the front 
lawn of school. He wanted to 
entertain people from an early age! He also 

Actor and aumnus, Tom
Brittney, returns to Colyton spoke about people he would love to work with, 

one of them being the late Robin Williams. He 
has been lucky to realise one of his ambitions 
already – working with Tom Hanks and he is 
now working with Dame Judy Dench. 

Tom met with Mr House, Mr Stidwell and Mr 
Smith, some of his teachers. He brought with 
him scripts from Grantchester, which the 
students worked through and brought to life, 
whilst Tom directed and gave them some 
suggestions. 

We are extremely grateful for Tom’s time. Our 
alumni bring such a wealth of knowledge with 
them, and our students react so positively to 
having visitors who started their journey at 
Colyton Grammar School.. 

In the world of sport, we are U15 East Devon 
Netball Champions, defeating all local schools 
easily to claim the title. It was a fantastic team 
effort by all, but a particular mention to 
Matilda T who led by example and played her 
socks off!

U15 East Devon netball success



Colyton Grammar School is the largest school 
provider of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in 
the South West and as such is a leading school 
in the Ten Tors event. This year the school 
fielded five teams making it the biggest state 
school contributor. Ten Tors is not a race, but 
a challenge and all of our students rose to this 
challenge displaying exemplary character; 
perseverance, resilience, individual creativity 
and teamwork. All five teams had completed 
the event by midday coming across the line in 
their groups; in harmony and with great joy. On 
Thursday break, we celebrated students’ suc-
cess with lots of cake and conversations about 
blisters and swollen feet! Despite the tiredness 
and painful feet, they are already planning next 
year’s 45-mile and even 55-mile challenges – 
good luck! Huge thanks to Mrs Byron and her 
team of staff and parent supporters. Without 
this group our students would not be able to 
excel, thank you! 

Duke of Edinburgh and Ten Tors

A full round up of Outdoor Learning can be 
found in the July section of this Summer edition.



Over Easter the school ski trip took place. 
Students enjoyed a fantastic time skiing in the 
Italian mountains. 

A Year 10 student shares their experience: “I 
really enjoyed the ski trip, especially spending time with 

Italian ski trip

people I usually wouldn’t on the slopes, in situations 
outside of school. The skiing itself was good, although the 
snow was heavy. The food, especially at the hotel, was 
really good, and we were served three-course meals when 
there.”



Mr Robinson said: ”One of the best trips I’ve had the 
pleasure of organising. Students were amazing and got 
stuck in from the start.”



Two of our teams got through to the national 
finals. Over Easter, under the leadership and 
expertise of Mr Cronk, our teams competed 
fiercely, with the Year 11 team coming home 
with a trophy! The skills and concepts 
developed during this event will prove valuable 
as students move forward with their careers. 

Vex Robotics National Finals

June



The first week after the summer half term break 
saw all the Year 7 tutor groups participate in 
offsite adventure days on Dartmoor.

Members of the year group were involved in 
rock climbing, abseiling and gorge walking in 
and around the River Plym and Dewerstone 
rocks.  

Although the weather varied from day to day, 
each group took full advantage and got stuck 
into the activities from the off. 

It was great to see students taking on new 
challenges and supporting their fellow 
classmates throughout.

Year 7 Adventure Day



On Thursday 9th June, 11 female Year 9 
students went on an enriching day trip to 
Plymouth University to learn about the 
opportunities available with a degree in 
chemistry. On arrival, we were greeted by some 
members of staff who showed us to the lecture 
theatre. Along with students from three 
other schools, we were given a talk from some 
current and former students and members of 
staff about the different careers we could 
pursue with a degree in chemistry. We then 
participated in three practicals, set in the 
framework of a murder mystery. The results of 
these three practicals would then identify the 
murderer. First, we did TLC (Thin Layer 
Chromatography), then we tested for copper 

on the swabs from the suspects’ hands, as the 
victim had been attacked with a copper pipe. 
After a lunch break, we conducted our final 
experiment, which was testing soil samples for 
four different substances. After we had gathered 
our results, we made a conclusion as to which 
suspect it was and raced to hand in our 
conclusions. It was great fun, and very 
enriching. We all enjoyed it and would definitely 
do it again. Thank you Dr Rorke and Mrs 
Courtney-Baker!

Report by: Angelina S, Sreya P and Rosalia A-E – Year 9 
Students

Year 9 Enrichment day to Plymouth Exeter Public Library visit

Mr Giraudon took a group of Year 12 students 
studying German and French to the Exeter 
Public Library to listen-in on some workshops 
about translation.

Benjy BM, Year 12 French student, said, “Last 
Thursday, five other A Level language students and I went 
to a variety of talks held at Exeter Library organised by the 
University of Exeter. We started off the day listening to the 
process of translation, and why there is still such a large 
job market for translators despite technological 
advances. We then attended a talk on the history of 
English language and how similar it is to French. We 
were able to look at Medieval French and compare it to 
13th Century English. In the afternoon we listened to 
talks about using language in marketing, and how adverts 
have to be adapted in their language depending on what 
country they’re from and who they are for. We had the 
opportunity to translate slogans from French, Spanish and 
German into English whilst trying to retain the same or a 
similar message or format. We then ended the day with 
a talk about translating ‘evil’ words. A great insight into 
decision making for translators when dealing with difficult 
texts or indeed words.”

Aeron T, Year 12 German student, said, “I 
enjoyed my day at Exeter library. It was fun learning about 
the translation profession and about how to get into it.” 



Isabel G, Year 10

My first day sailing, aged 11, was spent sailing 
Zests. I achieved the Star Sailor award and 
completed my Stages between August 2018 
and July 2019. I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to sail a variety of boats, including 
Optimists, Teras, Zests, Picos, FunBoats, 
Toppers (5.3s and 6.4s), Bytes, ILCAs (4s and 
6s), Fevas, Bahias, 420s, 29ers, Keelboats, 
and even Cruisers!

I was lucky to be selected for the Royal 
Yachting Association (RYA) South West 
Regional Training Group Squad 2020-21, which 
provided me with valuable training over the 
winter. In Summer 2021, I achieved my RYA 
Assistant Dingy Instructor qualification. This 
was a huge step and enables me to help young 

people who might not usually have the 
opportunity to go sailing and get out on the 
water. 

At the Regional Junior Championships in 2021, 
I came first girl in the South West. My best 
result was third place in the final race. This is 
the result which I am most proud of!

My ultimate ambition for the next few years is 
to sail at the Youth World Championships. This 
is very much long-term, but I am putting my all 
into making it happen.

Inspiring Colytonians



The U15 Cricket team took part in the Chance 
to Shine competition at Exmouth Cricket Club 
earlier this term. Having won all their games 
throughout the day, the last match was against 
St. Peters. It came down to the last over where 
St Peters needed five from five. Some excellent 
bowling from captain Rose B who managed to 
keep her cool meant that Colyton won by two 
runs!  An exciting end to a fantastic day. They 
now progress to the next round this month. 
Our U13 Cricket team won the East Devon C2C 
Competition progressing through to represent 
East Devon at the Devon round. 

Group stage:  CGS 1 run win against Exmouth; 
CGS 34 run win against Axe Valley 

Final:  CGS 45 run win against Kings 
Well done to the success in the cricket and 
to the boys who are the East Devon Softball 
Champions! Bat and ball are obviously bringing 
us great success in the sporting world! 

Luke F, a Year 13 Geography student, has put 
his design skills to great use creating an iconic 
East Devon Bus Map. Luke was inspired by the 
London Tube map, which was 
originally the brainchild of Underground 
electrical draughtsman, Harry Beck, who 
produced an imaginative and beautifully simple 
design back in 1933. Rather than emphasising 
distance and geographical accuracy, like other 
maps, Beck based his on the circuit diagrams 
he drew for his day job; stripping the sprawling 
Tube network down to a neat diagram of 
coloured, criss-crossing lines.

Luke followed the same approach with the 
iconic bus routes of East Devon producing a 
map that looks and feels as if it was produced 
by a professional transport group. Luke is keen 
to pursue a career in transport 
logistics.

Cricket success Luke’s East Devon Bus Map

Student’s work at the Royal Academy  

Colyton Grammar School student, Tabitha C, 
who is now in Year 11, created her masterpiece 
that you can view using the link below, while 
in Year 10. This piece of art has been chosen 
by the Royal Academy to appear in its summer 
show.  

Congratulations, Tabitha - this an amazing 
achievement. 

Here is a link to details of how to see the
summer exhibition: https://www.royalacademy.
org.uk/exhibition/summer-exhibition-2022 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/summer-exhibition-2022 
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/summer-exhibition-2022 


Back in October students planted seeds to 
re-wild the school grounds. Native wildflower 
seeds were planted on a bank outside The 
Feoffees Building and are now in full bloom! 
The bank now looks amazing as a result of this 
student led project.

Blooming marvellous

July



We recently announced that Maisie E, Delilah S 
and Lucy S (Year 8), had won a national 
competition run by the Royal Academy of 
Engineering; on 29th June, the girls were 
interviewed by BBC Spotlight reporter 
Johnny Rutherford about their award. Watch the 
BBC Spotlight interview by clicking on the link: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dev-
on-61983209

Competition winners appear on BBC 
Spotlight

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-61983209
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-61983209


Prize Giving Class of 2020, 2021
and 2022

Due to the pandemic the Year 13 celebration of 
achievement evenings did not taken place. Now 
that we are post Covid restrictions the school 
has addressed this by holding the first ever 
multiple year group prize giving event.
 
On the afternoon of Friday 1st July, Mr Harris, 
Headteacher, together with staff, students, 
parents and returning alumni, welcomed the 
classes of 2020, 2021 and 2022 back into 

school for a joint Celebration of Achievement 
Award Ceremony. The keynote speaker was 
Mr Adrian Webb, whose 30 years in business 
culminated in him serving as a director of 
GoCompare. He had some great advice for how 
to succeed and enjoy a future career.
 
This year, as well as their subject awards, the 
students were presented with a special pair of 
socks - #Colytonsocks! 

The event, which was hosted in collaboration 
with the Old Colytonian Society with support 
from the Parents’ Association, was a wonderful 
way to celebrate the students’ achievements 
and become the format for all future celebration 
events

Click here to view the full Event Programme.

https://colytongrammar.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/a4-achievement-brochure-FINAL-FINAL.pdf?ts=1657198168354








On Thursday 30th June we welcomed 
approximately 150 Year 6 students who will be 
attending Colyton in September. These 
students came from many schools across 
Devon, Dorset and Somerset, so it was 
fantastic to see them getting to know one 
another and making friends. During the day 
students met their new form tutor, undertook 
taster sessions in languages and science, and 
played a variety of games. During the science 
taster session students were using a universal 
indicator to observe colour changes with acids 
and alkalis, making scientific links to the pH 
scale. For many this would have been their first 
experience of a laboratory environment, making 
it a very exciting experience. During their 

Year 6 Induction Day

Mrs Hudson, Maths, took the Year 9 students to 
watch the interactive Maths Live Talk  - Playing 
for Real, on Wednesday 29th June. 

Mrs Hudson said, “Massive thanks to Rob 
Eastaway Zoe L Griffiths and Sparks Maths for a very 
entertaining show today. Great to see how to use Maths to 
win games and more.”

Playing for Real

language session, students experienced a 
variety of languages that are taught here at 
Colyton. They enjoyed a series of activities in 
German, Spanish, French and Mandarin.
 
In the afternoon, parents attended an induc-
tion talk. This included information on exciting 
opportunities we offer at Colyton, Arbor, uniform 
and the Parents’ Association. The day was a 
resounding success, our Year 12 students were 
instrumental in helping this day run smoothly, 
making it all the more enjoyable and helping the 
new students to get to know one another. We 
very much look forward to seeing all students 
again in September.

Mr Rowe, Head of Year 7 (September 2022)

Colyton Grammar School celebrated its 475th 
anniversary with a ‘Festival of Colyton’ on 
Saturday 2nd July between 1-5pm. 
Refreshments were available together with 
school tours, displays, cricket and tennis and 
music. The afternoon also gave the 

475th Anniversary Festival

community  a chance to connect with the 
School. A great afternoon was had and we were 
delighted to see everyone there.





Congratulations to our Year 12 Sports Leaders 
who are now qualified. During this year they 
have developed generic leadership skills in..

• Communication
• Self-belief
• Teamwork
• Self-management and 
• Problem solving

..by running primary school sports events and 
volunteering at school and community clubs.

Here they are completing their ‘First Aid at 
Work’ course and enjoying some time out on 
the water with Axe Vale Canoe Club.

Sports Leaders Celebration

Mrs Harris retires at the end of this term and 
would like to say a big thank you to all Sports 
Leaders, past and present, for enabling the 
school to provide the wider community with 
regular sports events. These would be 
impossible to run without the dedication, energy 
and professionalism of our Sports Leaders! 

Miss Hunt joins the PE team from September 
and is very much looking forward to working 
with our next group of dedicated Sports 
Leaders.

Mrs Harris

Miss Hunt

SPORTS

SPORTS
LEADER

LEADER



A group of Year 8 students completed the 
Tomorrow’s Engineers Robotics Challenge, 
discovering what engineers can do to create 
a cleaner, more sustainable world.  The team 
built, adapted and programmed Lego robots 
during weekly sessions in school before 
attending a regional heat to compete against 
other schools.  The team showcased their 
successes by completing a series of 
environmentally-themed hands-on engineering 
missions, in addition to completing a speed 
challenge and presenting their robot designs to 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) ambassadors. The students came away 
as well-deserved winners of the Teamwork 

Challenge – well done to you all! 

Arthur O, 8E Digital Media Executive reports, 
“When it got to the actual day, we were nervous. We 
started with ‘Speed and Control’, which didn’t go as 
expected. We realised we could use gears to attach onto 
the robot to make it faster, but before we didn’t think this 
was allowed. Fortunately, we were allowed a third attempt 
using last minute gears and designs to improve 
substantially. Next was the ‘Challenge Mat’, which went 
alright. We found out that we were the only team to 
attempt all the tasks, which was a big morale boost for us. 
Then we had the secret ‘Teamwork Challenge’, where you 
have to build something based on what was described 
by two of your team members. We ended up winning 

Our Year 7 Mandarin students are learning 
everyone’s favourite topic - Food and Drink! 
In the Chinese culture, teaching drinking is an 
important part of people’s daily life. We have 
looked at the history of tea and its spreading 
around the world as well as learning key 
etiquette about drinking tea in China. We even 
mocked up a Chinese tea house in our 
classroom and everybody drank some jasmine 
tea whilst chatting to their peers in Mandarin.  
We all used the etiquette that we learnt, and 
everyone was a very polite tea drinker! 

Mrs Johnson

Lego Robotics Challenge

Mandarin to a Tea

this challenge which was a big shock to us. Finally, we 
presented our robot design to a judge, which was judged 
by how well we prepared. If we were to do this again, we 
would add gears to our robot before the challenge and test 
run our challenges, so we would know what to do on the 
day.  We hope that next year’s Robotics Challenge team 
will do well and learn from our mistakes to do even better.”

Students in languages have been busy recently 
at Colyton Grammar School. From 
researching the capital city of France to writing 
about their daily routine in Spanish and even 
writing a piece about their role model in 
German. 
 
A celebration of student progress and a 
celebration of languages taught with a touch of 
culture.

MFL Summer Term



The Geography Department have been busy 
with fieldwork this term taking out all the Year 9 
and 10 Geographers on highly sustainable 
fieldwork for their GCSE studies. Very nearly 
zero carbon footprint trips with students walking 
and not making use of any fossil fuels.  

Year 9 have been studying the impact of man-
agement on deciduous woodland ecosystems 
at Holyford Woods Local Nature Reserve, 
learning about the structure and functions of 
the ecosystem as well as recording evidence of 
ecological succession. 

Year 10 have been examining our local area to 
assess the extent to which Colyford is a 
sustainable settlement, conducting a range of 
fieldwork techniques such as environmental 
quality surveys and sound level recordings as 
well as traffic counts.  

Footprints but NOT carbon

Both field trips have been conducted on a low 
carbon footprint basis as both involved the 
study of geography in our local area and 
students walked to and from the school on both 
occasions. The trips were successful and will 
enable students to develop and demonstrate 
their geographical skills. We may have left 
some footprints, but they certainly were not of 
the carbon variety.



Physics  
Before the half-term holiday, all Year 10 
students sat the British Physics Olympiad 
Junior Physics Challenge, an international 
challenge run by the University of Oxford.  

For the 10,000 students across the world who 
participated, the awards were distributed as 
follows: 16% Gold, 28% Silver, 52% Bronze. 
The distribution of awards for Colyton students 
was significantly above this at 21% Gold, 39% 
Silver and 39% Bronze. Congratulations to all of 
Year 10 for this fantastic achievement!  

Junior Biology Olympiad  
Two weeks ago, all of Years 9 and 10 took part 
in the Junior Biology Olympiad. The results 
have just come in and students will receive 
certificates over the next few weeks. Colyton 
students achieved 10 Gold awards (this puts 
them in the top 5% Nationally), 36 Silver awards 
(top 15% Nationally) and 47 Bronze (top 25% 
Nationally). These are brilliant results and we 
are very proud of their achievements. All 
students who entered have received details of 
their free Royal Society of Biology membership 
for a year. Those students that achieved a Gold 
are: Rosalia A-E, Alice K, Daniel X, Xiaokun Y, 
Frederick S, Woody F-S, Merida P, Kannan K, 
Dominic A-P and Riley H. 

Olympiad Successes

At a time when we celebrate our  475th 
anniversary of the school, it is fantastic to see 
one of our former students doing so well. 
Simon D (Leaver 2020) has just completed his 
first world championship duathlon race in 
Romania. He was 12th Elite male, third place 
U23 and first placed British athlete. This is a 
brilliant achievement and Simon is certainly 
one of the nation’s athletes who we will need to 
watch out for in the next few years!

Alumni Duathlon Success



All our Year 7 students have now spent glorious 
days in the sunshine at our local nature reserve 
– Seaton Wetlands. Lead by East Devon 
Education Ranger Penny Evans, our students 
learnt about the conservation work that takes 
place in one of our most valuable and 
ecologically diverse nature reserves.   

Students learnt that a range of conservation 
strategies are necessary to maximise 
biodiversity and that these could sometimes be 
controversial, especially where non-native 
invasive species are involved. Students 
completed both freshwater and grassland 
sampling to determine the environmental quality 
of both areas. Penny was amazed by 7 Oak’s 
ability to catch fish in the stream (including a 
trout – the first one in memory for this stream 
on the site)! 7 Ash were also treated to watch 
the release of slowworms to bolster the local 
population.   

Seaton Wetlands



The best one yet! This year’s Sport’s Day was 
full of excitement, skill and team work. On 
Tuesday, Sport’s Day started with Triple Jump, 
High Jump and the 1500 metres. New records 
in Triple Jump and High Jump have really set 
the bar high for next year! Onto Wednesday 
when the whole school came out in force to 
support their house. In the morning all throws 
and Long Jump took place with more records 
being broken in the Long Jump. In the 
afternoon the excitement grew for the track 
events. With Mr Robinson and Mr Rowe on 
the mic commentating every step of the way. 

Sports Day

Students put in a tremendous amount of effort 
throughout the day and their hard work and 
bravery was rewarded. The final event was the 
staff relay, this year a great turn out with three 
teams entered with a mix of departments in 
each team. A strong start from Mr Gosling and 
Miss Birchmore putting team two out in front. 
Mr Hawkes from team one gaining on the bend. 
Leaving the two Mr Rowe’s to battle it out to 
the line…. Mr Rowe (Physics) pipped Mr Rowe 
(PE) at the post in a thrilling race with all staff 
and students left feeling euphoric! 







Day 1 - Today marked the start of our two week 
Virtual Intensive Study China 2022 for our 
Mandarin learners. This programme will run 
from Monday 4th of July to Friday 15th July. 
The programme is delivered on behalf of the 
Department of Education by UCL Institute of 
Education in partnership with the British Council 
and will see 16 prestigious hosting universities 
across 12 cities in China working together to 
welcome Year 9 Mandarin Excellence 
Programme (MEP) students around the UK into 
their cities and culture. Mrs Johnson, Mandarin, 
worked really hard with her students to come up 
with this exciting video presenting our school. 
A lovely way to kick off this amazing immersive 
experience. Enjoy the video in Mandarin with 
English subtitles.

Day 2 - Apart from learning from their teachers 
in China and talking to their peers online, our 
Year 9 students have been busy doing a Batik 
art project in the afternoon.

Batik is a fabric dyeing technique that is 
common to Southern China, especially in the 
picturesque Yunnan Province.

With the help from Mr Fitzgerald from the Art 
department, our students recreated this 
traditional Chinese art form on campus, and 
each designed their very own T-shirt and tote 
bag. Everyone chose their favourite characters 
or words. On display we have ‘cool’, ‘cute’, ‘fish’ 
and even ‘dragon’ t-shirts!

Two week immersive programme of 
Mandarin Day 3 - Today we have been learning all about 

pandas, this included learning to describe their 
appearances and their personalities (yes, they 
do have different personalities!) and 
understanding their daily routine. We even 
learnt some panda language and now 
understand what the sounds they make mean!

Our Year 9 students have made lovely panda 
dolls and have each given their panda a name. 
In the coming days, we will gradually build up a 
story about these pandas and we can’t wait to 
see what adventures our students will take their 
pandas on. 
 
Day 4 - Time flies by and we have already 
completed our 4th day of intensive learning. We 
said our farewell to the cute pandas and have 
moved onto yet another popular topic ‘Sports 
and Morden Life’.

Today in our online live lessons, our Year 9 
students revised their vocabulary and structures 
on sports and learnt many more new words with 
their Chinese teacher Miss Liu from Chongqing 
Number 1 Middle School.

Our students are getting braver, more confident 
and fluent in front of the camera and are 
interacting very well with Miss Liu and their 
Chinese peers in Mandarin! We have also 
made a virtual trip to the beautiful city of 
Hangzhou in the east of China and gained an 
insight of its rich cultural heritage. 

Day 5 - After a very busy and successful first 
week of online learning, lectures, arts and crafts 
and others with our students, we took our Year 
7 and Year 8 students to a Chinese restaurant 
so that they could taste an authentic Chinese 
dinner. This was also an occasion for them to 



practise their speaking skills in Mandarin.

Our Year 9 students will also have the 
opportunity to perfect their chopsticks skills on 
the final day to celebrate the end of this two 
week programme.

Day 6 - Our learning of the Sports and Modern 
Life theme has been successfully completed! 
As a group we talked about different forms of 
sports, discussed what sports we enjoy and put 
the textbook language into practice by 
describing Chinese Winter Olympic champions.

Our students demonstrated their art and 
language talent by creating these posters of 

modern sports.

When talking about sports in China, we of 
course must not miss Tai Chi. This traditional 
form of sport dates back to the Qing Dynasty 
and has now been practised by masters and 
students from across the world due to its 
physical and mental health benefits. Our 
students certainly enjoyed practising Taichi 
alongside their busy learning schedule! 

Day 7 - Our learning journey is getting more 
and more fun! Today Year 9, along with Years 7 
and 8, enjoyed their Chinese painting sessions. 
Mrs Johnson, our Mandarin teacher, invited Ms 
Kaili Fu, an Exeter based Chinese watercolour 

painting artist to lead on this event.

Chinese watercolour painting using fine rice 
paper and paint brushes, which are very similar 
to calligraphy brushes. The shades of colours 
are created by the amount of water that it is 
mixed with. This delicate art form is achieved by 
high concentration and a calm mind as well as 
a strong but flexible control of one’s wrist and 
fingers.

Our students once again excelled! Year 7 and 8 
students painted little fishes and beautiful water 
lilies whilst Year 9 painted a warm and loving 
scene - a mother panda holding two babies. 
Well done to all students for being observant, 

creative and persistent.

Day 8 - We made dumplings this afternoon 
- that’s right, we did! Dumplings are not just 
eaten around Chinese New Year. They are 
a common meal to most Northern families in 
China. You can make them anytime you like 
all year long as long as you have the time. It is 
labour intensive, but the result is delicious! 
 
Our Year 9 students certainly did not take any 
shortcut this afternoon. They diligently rolled 
out the wrappers one by one, filled and closed 
every dumpling with great care. OK, there was 
flour everywhere - on the kitchen table, floor, 
uniform, their faces and hair and the dumplings 



came in diverse shapes, but they thoroughly 
enjoyed it! The first batch of cooked dumplings 
were devoured within minutes and as Mrs. 
Johnson sweated over the pots cooking the 
second batch, someone sneaked in, took a 
quick peep and ran out whilst shouting 
excitedly, ‘There is more, guys, there is 
mooooore!’. We think that sums it all up. 

Day 9 - For the last theme of our programme, 
we embarked on a journey to talk about tour-
ism.

Apart from learning the language related to 
travelling, we were also taken on a virtual tour 
of the Imperial Palace in Beijing.

We now know the origins of the various names 
for the Palace in Chinese and English, its 
functions, layout and finally some fun facts!

Did you know that according to the Palace’s 
official document, there are 9999.5 rooms in the 
Palace.

Even if you only spent one night in a room, it 
would take you 27 years to sleep in every room!

Day 10 - Today marked the last day of our two 
weeks of Immersive programme of Mandarin. 

We started with a ceremony with all the schools 
and partner universities that took part in this 
programme. During the occasion, students were 

able to chat for one last time with their Chinese 
partners from Chongqing Number 1 Middle 
School. A nice way to say goodbye for now and 
hopefully a pen-pal project will come out of this 
newly forged relationship.

In the afternoon, we took the students to Exeter 
for a variety of cultural activities. It started with 
a quiz on Chinese culture at @Ramm Exeter 
museum where students had to find artefacts 
and answer different questions. Although it was 
challenging, they did not give up and carried on 
until all solutions were found.

This was followed by a Chinese Market 
adventure where students had to find out 
information by asking the shop owners 
questions in Mandarin. A good way to put into 
practice all the vocabulary they had learnt about 
food.

Finally, they were treated to a lovely authentic 
Chinese meal in the restaurant Beijing Beijing in 
Exeter. They were also presented with a 
certificate to celebrate the completion of their 
two weeks of immersive and intensive 
programme of Mandarin.

Certainly a great experience for our Year 9 
students with lots of memories made to cherish 
and remember!



You may recall that three Year 9 teams entered 
the Engineering Development Trust (EDT) 
Industrial Cadets Bronze (ICB) competition, 
researching, designing and presenting solutions 
to their choice of a range of engineering 
challenges. On Wednesday 29th the group 
travelled to the University of Bath to attend the 
annual Celebration Day, at which they 
presented their projects. They set up display 
stands, and presented their research, findings 
and conclusions to everyone present.
 
They also had the opportunity to look at
projects from other schools, voting on the best 
(although not their own!), and visit stands from 
STEM (Science, technology, Engineering and 

ICB Celebration Day

Maths) employers - including collecting a few 
freebies!
 
It was a fun and informative day, enhancing 
what the students had already learnt about the 
application of STEM disciplines to challenges in 
our world. The group were also able to 
experience the lovely University of Bath 
campus, and enjoy some interesting and 
inspiring talks from a range of industry figures.  

Two Colyton Grammar School teams were 
nominated for the Innovation award. 
Unfortunately, they were not successful, beaten 
by a very high calibre project. However, there 
was also the ‘People’s Choice Award’, voted for 

by the other students, teacher, and engineers, 
so a very prestigious prize - Team 2 won this, 
for their ‘Our school is an island’ project.  Since 
this was the pick of everyone present, I’m sure 
you’ll agree it is a fantastic achievement – well 
done to Ellen G, Freya C, Shine G, Filip A, 
Victoria M, and Evelyn T.
 
All of the teams not only worked hard on the 
project, but also gained huge experience in 
teamwork, communication, project 
management, and awareness of engineering 
and global challenges. They should all be very 
proud.

I look forward to more students from Year 9 
entering next year and being successful!

Mr Davidson, Physics

Industrial Cadets | EDT 

www.bath.ac.uk

https://www.etrust.org.uk/industrial-cadets
http://www.bath.ac.uk


On Friday 15th July, over 700 students and 
staff, left the front lawn of the school to take part 
in a 10K sponsored walk around the local area. 
The event was organised by Miss Shute, 
Director of PE, and all sponsorship raised will 
go towards our Raising Our Game appeal. We 
will let the photographs and video, taken on the 
day, speak for themselves. 

We look forward to reporting on the total 
amount raised in September when we return.

Click on the play button to view a 
short film made during the walk

https://youtu.be/-Rr79SaLUSo
https://youtu.be/PClRLSplYZs
https://youtu.be/PClRLSplYZs
https://youtu.be/PClRLSplYZs




If you would like to donate, there is still time; 
click on the Raising Our Game appeal 
fundraising page link: https://app.investmy-
community.com/fundraise/colyton-gram-
mar-school-academy-trust-3212

Thank you !

https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/colyton-grammar-school-academy-trust-3212
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/colyton-grammar-school-academy-trust-3212
https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundraise/colyton-grammar-school-academy-trust-3212


Ten Tors
Following six months of winter training, walking 
and camping in every extreme weather 
condition Dartmoor could throw at them, on the 
weekend of the 7th and 8th May, 5 teams from 
Colyton Grammar School successfully 
completed the ultimate challenge event for 
young people. All the Colyton teams 
successfully arrived across the finish line at 
Okehampton camp on Sunday in quick 
succession to the well deserve congratulations 
of family, friends and well-wishers. A fantastic 
achievement!

Duke of Edinburgh (D of E) Bronze
During three weekends in May, a total of 110 
Year 9 students attended a practice expedition 
for this section of their award. Supported by 

experienced adults’ volunteers, during the two 
days with a night’s camp, students walked 
approximately 16 miles in the nearby 
countryside carrying all the equipment they 
would require for the weekend. They learnt a 
variety of skills including navigation, map 
reading, basic campcraft and team 
management. This experience prepared them 
for the qualifying expeditions which took place 
during June, again a two day walk with a night’s 
camp. The groups, with their new found skills 
and confidence walked a similar distance 
independently across a variety of routes in 
East Devon. They all demonstrated an ability to 

A round up of Outdoor Learning

work as a team to achieve their goal with each 
student contributing to their group’s success. 
Whilst a few students have camped or 
multi-day hiked before, for many this was a new 
experience. The overwhelming sentiment from 
students was a sense of achievement and the 
wonderful memories they had created with their 
friends. 

D of E Gold
During the beginning of the May half term 
break, 21 Year 12 students participated in their 
Gold practice expedition on Dartmoor. The 
three groups contained students who had 

attend a qualifying 
expedition in the Brecon Beacons. This 
expedition was due to take place in July but has 
now been postponed until September 2022 due 
the recent extreme weather conditions.

Jurassic Coast Challenge
On Friday 1st July, 42 Year 8 students along 
with 80 students from Isca Academy 
participated in this walking challenge along a 
section of the South West Coast Path. 
Following a training walk in May, the nine  
teams from Colyton decided which distance 
was appropriate for their team – three chose 
Bronze 10 miles, five chose Silver 16 miles and 
one team chose Gold 23 miles. The route itself 
is challenging and requires basic navigation 
skills along with a good level fitness and most 
importantly - teamwork. 

All the Colyton teams were marvellous and 

previously achieved 
their Silver award and 
there were plenty of Ten 
Tors participants who 
were familiar with the 
Dartmoor terrain. 
Across the three days 
with two nights 
camping, all the 
students demonstrated 
the necessary skills 
required for them to 



achieved their chosen distances, however the 
following students in Team 1 deserve a special 
mention: R. Irving Bell, J. Tucker, H. Marks, I. 
Poole and H. Hopkins -  the first Year 8 group in 
this event to achieve the Gold distance – 
congratulations.

Autumn Term
First day of term 5th Sep 2022

Half term 21st Oct 2022 - 1st Nov 2022

Last day of term 16th Dec 2022

Winter holidays 19th Dec 2022 - 3rd Jan 2023

Spring Term
First day of term 4th Jan 2023

Half term 13th Feb 2023 - 17th Feb 2023

Last day of term 31st Mar 2023

Easter/Spring holidays 3rd Apr 2023 - 14th Apr 2023

Summer Term
First day of term 17th Apr 2023

Half term 29th May 2023 - 2nd Jun 2023

Last day of term 21st Jul 2023

Term Dates 2022-2023

Print out this page and keep

Alternatively, you can visit our website: 
colytongrammar.com for all Term Dates and the 
School Day
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