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prepare our students to excel in their next steps and in their 
future careers.  We aim to do this through a curriculum and 
school experience based on scholarship, service and humility.  
Throughout this edition of the Colytonian, the evidence is clear 
that such wonderful work is common. 

Returning to our nativity scene; the angels, the star, John the 
Baptist all bring a message of hope in this child – he has come 
to bring light from the darkness, but this picture reminds us that 
such a journey is never easy and requires support from those 
around us.  The journey through school and in a young life is 
not always easy but with the help of parents and school it can 
be a happy and successful one.  Also, the overriding message 
in any nativity scene is in the excitement and the glory of a new 
beginning and new Hope for another year.  It is the Hope, the 
happiness - the joy of Christmas.   2023 brings a blank page on 
which we can all write a new wonderful chapter of our lives. I 
know that the students will, as they always do, make you proud. 

 May I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  

Thank you and take care,

 

Tim Harris BA Hons, FCCT, NPQH 
Headteacher  

Dear Parents, Guardians and Colytonians, 

For the usual readers of this letter, the normal expectation is to 
find a quote, a poem or a few song lyrics, a brief ‘homily’ and 
then news from the week at school.  This week, I will begin with 
a painting.   This one is “The Nativity with St. Francis and St. 
Lawrence,” also known as “The Adoration,” and it is one of the 
most famous works of Caravaggio, the Italian Baroque master 
painter.  The work was commissioned in 1609 and hung above 
the altar at the Oratorio di San Lorenzo, in Palermo, Sicily. 

 
The painting has a sense of realism. Mary is seen looking at the 
child, she is depicted as crouching on the ground, exhausted.  
She wears a ragged dress which falls from her right shoulder.  
The choice of dress is unusual for this type of painting and 
shows the lack of conformity – she is more normal rather than a 
holy figure. 

Caravaggio depicts the idea of the birth of Christ with an 
uncertain future.  This baby Jesus is a saviour to the world, but 
his future is uncertain – it is not a perfect world ahead.  The 
genius of this 

Headteacher’s welcome

interpretation is that the Christian message tells us that the 
baby accepted that challenge and in doing so provides great 
HOPE to the world – despite the struggles that lie ahead. 

One of the common experiences of hope is that it is dependent 
on someone or something else.  All of these desires can be 
filled with an excitement and anticipation. But what happens 
when over time that sense of hope grows dim?  What happens 
when the one we depend on to make this hope come alive 
doesn’t come through for us?  This is a reality of life, and this is 
what the painting shows us. 

We are not much different than many of those who have gone 
before us.  The waiting can cause us to lose hope. We can 
forget and become discouraged when that hope grows dim.  
The place of settling is when the future grows dim, and we 
begin to believe all we have is our present situation. How often 
we hear, “Well, that’s as good as it gets,” or, “That’s the way it 
is.”  How sad that our memory of Hope can fade — the 
memories that once were filled with awe and wonder.  When we 
settle, we can become cynical and even hopeless.  A fire that 
once burned inside us flickers out.  
 

But hope is built on memory: “Advent is concerned with the very 
connection between memory and hope.”  The season of Advent 
is meant to give us that time to help us slow things down and 
remember.  Each year, we can begin anew, remembering once 
again the hope that was promised to us. 

This term there have been so many examples of wondrous 
events that have more than filled my bucket of Hope.  We 
have successfully journeyed through an Ofsted inspection 
(more detail in the New Year) and more recently the work of 
students and colleagues has been recognised in The Times, 
Parent Power as CGS is ranked ninth nationally and second in 
the South-West.  This school is being recognised for its work, 
but the real generators of promise are our wonderful students.  
Throughout my weekly letters there have been examples of 
personal triumph and growth in areas of academia, sport, music 
and drama.  There have been stories of success from Year 
7 students to members of our alumni who are as part of the 
CGS family today as they ever were.  Only last weekend, one 
of our Year 12 students competed in the Under 20 European 
Cross-Country Championships that took place in Turin.  Innes 
F. at 16 years of age, was one of the youngest athletes to 
compete and led for most of the race, finishing in fourth place.  
It was brilliant to hear the great Steve Cram talk of Innes in 
terms of a future champion, and in this race she demonstrated 
such determination, skill, focus and a desire to improve that 
should be an example to us all. Simply fantastic!  In addition, in 
the next race, the Men’s U20, Johnny L., Alumni, competed and 
was one of the Gold winning UK team!  Well done to these two 
amazing athletes.  

I could go on with further examples of inspirational work 
undertaken by students and colleagues but as this is a 
Colytonian edition, you can read all about it yourself in the 
pages that follow this introduction.  This school’s purpose is to Colyton
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all year round. The Board would like to thank, 
Dr Emma Styles (CGS Development Officer) for 
her hard work in securing funding for this.   

The Board is also aware of the cost-of-living 
crisis impact on the school’s, parents’ and staffs’ 
finances.  The school is funded by the 
Government but despite additional funding for 
schools being announced in the Autumn 
statement, this unfortunately does not cover the 
unprecedented additional costs that schools 
are having to meet (energy, staff salaries and 
educational supplies). The Board will continue 
to carefully monitor the school’s budget and will 
be working with the Senior Leadership Team to 
reduce costs were possible and to ensure the 
school maintains a healthy financial position 
while continuing to deliver an outstanding 
educational experience for your child.  

CGS is successful because of its staff, who 
always look after the interests of students who 
only get one opportunity for their education.  
The Board and Mr Harris’ position is that all 
CGS’ employees are valued, and the Board is 
committed to being a fair pay employer even 
in these challenging times. The Remuneration 
Committee (a sub-committee of the Board) 
agreed to increase pay in line with the 
national recommendation from the Government 
and continues to honour our commitment to pay 
the national living wage as a minimum.  

We have completed another successful term. 
The Board was delighted to celebrate our 
students’ exceptional exam results this year.  
They worked extremely hard to achieve those 
results, but these could not have been achieved 
without the guidance and support of the 
teachers at Colyton Grammar School (CGS), 
who are dedicated to seeing every student 
achieve their full potential. The Sunday Times 
Parent Power ranking was national recognition 
of this excellence and placed CGS in the top 
ten schools nationally. 

The Board, Mr Harris and his team are 
committed to continuing to drive forward 
success and with our core value of ‘Humility’ in 
mind the Board will work with the Senior 
Leadership Team to develop an outstanding 
curriculum and results for your children. 

The Board is delighted that the All-Weather 
Pitch has now been resurfaced and will result 
in students being able to use this great facility 

From the Chair of Trustees

The Board has also welcomed four new 
Trustees this term. Mr Chris Galvin and Jackie 
Spurrier (parent Trustees) term of office came 
to an end in November 2022 and the Board 
would like to thank them for their support. Chris 
and Jackie are replaced by two new parent 
Trustees, Dr Frankie Phillips and Mrs Shan 
Weston, who were elected at the end of the 
summer term.   

Dr Frankie Phillips is a parent of four girls, two 
of whom are pupils at Colyton. She has been 
a Foundation Governor at an Exeter primary 
school for the past 10 years and has held roles 
in primary, secondary and tertiary education. 
She is a registered dietitian running her own 
nutrition communications consultancy. Frankie 
wants to work with the Board and use her 
experience to contribute towards the delivery 
and monitoring of school improvement plans. 

Mrs Shan Weston is a Headteacher of an 
Ofsted ‘Outstanding’-rated Infant School. Shan 
has deep knowledge of curriculum design, safe-

guarding and SEN as well as fully 
understanding the complex workings of a 
school, the process of inspection, self-
evaluation and school improvement. Shan 
wanted to offer her skills and experience to 
work collaboratively and positively with the 
Board in order to support the school to thrive, 
improve and enhance the educational offer for 
all pupils. Shan replaces Jackie as our new link 
Safeguarding and SEN Trustee.  

 

Dr Bogdan Ghita and Mr Paul Bailey have also 
been appointed as Trustees this term.  

Dr Ghita is an Associate in Network 
Performance and Security at the University of 
Plymouth.  Bogdan has been an academic for 
over 20 years, with experience in all aspects of 
research and education. He is keen to share 
his passion and experience with the school and 
to support the learning journey of the students 
towards a successful academic and 
professional career. 

Frankie Phillips

Shan Weston Bogdan Ghita



The Winter term here at Colyton Grammar 
School, has been a busy one. Here is a round 
up of the last four months!

Coming up...

September:
Year 7 Escot experience
And pen there were none
A Level mono prints

October:
CGS is bringing poetry back to a younger 
audience with the Poetry and Songwriting 
Society!
Professor Emma Smith talk
A greener Colyton opens it doors
National Poetry Day
Show racism the red card
CBA Week 2
Sixth Form Academic Journal
Alumnus returns to an Art class
F1 in Schools
 

November:
Story of the school - book published
Year 8 Geography - Jurassic journey
First students on the new pitch
Young alumnus embraces internship 
opportunities

What’s coming up?

Primary students talk money
Life Drawings
ECF National Schools’ Devon 
Qualification Tournament

December:
Under 13 English Schools Football - area 
round
Rowe Vs Rowe: The Ultimate Teacher 
Basketball Showdown of the Year
Ten Tors practice walk
Bradbeer Drama Studio
Art Industries Day, Hauser and Wirth, 
Somerset
County Chess champions
Foodbank Appeal 2022
MFL Spelling Bee

Mr Paul Bailey is a qualified solicitor and Old 
Colytonian who has worked for a US Law firm, 
specialising in finance and later advising on 
international commercial interests in Abu 
Dhabi, Qatar and Iraq. Paul has run a niche 
private equity investment firm in northern Iraq, 
and on his return to the UK he founded a 
finance company that provides funding to UK 
small businesses and exporters who operate in 
challenging jurisdictions or sectors. Paul hopes 
to be able to give something back to Colyton 
Grammar School. It was CGS that taught Paul 
to relish hard work and to enjoy an intellectual 
challenge, and it was the staff at CGS and the 
facilities around them that encouraged and 
enabled aspiration and achievement for many 
CGS Alumni. 

If you would be interested in becoming a 
Trustee and contributing to the ongoing success 
of CGS, then please contact our Governance 
Officer, Mrs Ally Booker on
abooker@colytongrammar.com who will be able 
to provide you with further information.  

In the meantime, on behalf of the Board I would 
like to wish you and your families a very happy 
Christmas and a healthy and prosperous 2023. 

Ian Griffin, Chair of Trustees

Paul Bailey

mailto:abooker%40colytongrammar.com%20?subject=


Septem
ber

Year 7 students completed an all-day 
tutor-based activity at Escot Estate. The aim 
was to develop Year 7 team cohesion through a 
variety of team building activities, in a wonderful 
outdoor setting. These sessions were delivered 
by UX2 @UX2Training, a professional outdoor 
education company based at Escot. They have 
a wealth of experience and knowledge in 
delivering beneficial programmes for schools, 
encouraging resilience, strength of character 
and positivity through fun and thoughtful 
activities. The Year 7 students had a fantastic 
time. Here are some comments from 7O: 

“I really enjoyed the trip to Escot. I loved getting soaking 
wet and covered in mud. The UX2 leaders were very kind 
and helpful. I would go again!” 

“I really enjoyed the trip, and thought it was great for
getting to know each other. I loved the mud run as well as 
the team bridge building activity.”

“It was awesome! Tiring but awesome. We got very muddy 
and my mum was annoyed that I ruined a towel, but it was 
worth it.”

“I really enjoyed our trip to Escot. I believe we became 
closer as a tutor group through the power of teamwork. It 
was a brilliant day out!”

“It was a great way to form bonds and conquer fears.”

Year 7 Escot experience





In September we saw the recycling of old pens 
collected outside the library. The pens will be 
making their way to St Peter’s Primary School 
in Budleigh Salterton which has a 
TERRACYCLE drop off point. Many thanks to 
the Year 11 students who set up the scheme 
and to Mrs Lester for delivering the pens to 
Budleigh for recycling.

And pen there were none!

Some outstanding mono prints by our Year 12 
A Level artists inspired by the likes of David 
Hockney and Egon Schiele. A strong start to 
their first project titled ‘beneath the surface’.

Emiko L’E - Y12 Student Digital Media Executive

A Level mono prints
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With the way poetry is taught to people my age, 
it can often be distant, withdrawn, inaccessible, 
and unrelatable, when in reality that is the exact 
opposite of what poetry is supposed to be.

We hope to change this.

The Poetry and Songwriting Society will explore 
songs that students will have listened to, poems 

Colyton Grammar School is bringing 
poetry back to a younger audience 
with the Poetry and Songwriting 
Society!

that young people will be able to relate to, and 
help students to write their own poetry.

Members also get the opportunity to take part in 
a monthly competition where the two 
winners (one for poetry, one songwriting) will 
get to represent the school by having their work 
put on the school’s website, Twitter and 
Instagram, so other students can be inspired to 
write their own poetry by reading poetry written 
by people their age.

Bianca B – Year 12 Student Digital Media Executive



We were honoured to welcome Emma Smith 
@OldFortunatus, Professor of Shakespeare 
Studies at Oxford University, for a fascinating 
insight into the world of “the Bard”. She gave 
the talk to students in Years 11, 12 and 13 
from Colyton and the wider area. Emma Smith 
delved into the opinions of the Jacobean 
audience and the ‘magic’ of the theatre, notably 
discussing gender liberation on stage and how 
escapism was an attractive feature for the 
public. Teachers and students alike were 
engaged and inspired by such an esteemed 
guest and may understand Shakespeare and 
his words in a new light. 

Sabina S & Nitika T - Y12 Student Digital Media
Executives 

Professor Emma Smith talk A greener Colyton opens its doors

As a new school year started, Colyton 
Grammar School aimed to further improve 
sustainability by having 36 new recycling bins 
positioned around the school.

GREEN: 
Recyclables!
(This means cans and plastic. No food, no cardboard and 
no clingfilm)

SMALL GREEN BINS IN CLASSROOMS: 
Paper only!

RED: 
General waste that can’t be recycled!

They also have a label on them to remind you 
which is which. Also, recycling has been made 
easier as the bins now have accessible holes 
to simply put the waste away and welcome an 
eco-friendlier tomorrow. This is one of the easy 
ways that we as a community can help to keep 
our school clean and reduce the amount of 
trash ending up in the ocean and being sent to 
landfills each year.

Borbala F – Year 12 Student Digital Media Executive



To help celebrate National Poetry Day, 
students and members of the English 
department have been reciting their favourite 
poems. You can view these recitals by clicking 
on the images below:

National Poetry Day - Thursday 6th October 2022

Meera and Xanthe reading 
two poems from Nikita Gill’s 
‘These are the words’ 
collection

Mrs Ilo reading ‘Living’ by 
Denise Levertov

Rosalia reading ‘Bird sand 
divinely today’ by Sarah Doyle

Mrs Lea reading ‘Names’ by 
Michaela Morgan

Mr Hawkes reading ‘Binsey 
Poplars’ by Gerard Manley 
Hopkins

It was great to see so many of our students and 
staff wearing red in support of Show Racism 
The Red Card on 21st October 2022

theredcard.org/wear-red-day

Show racism the red card

https://youtu.be/IBSNI2maN0Y
https://youtu.be/hX0mBFNun-U
https://youtu.be/uWlNvh0-7eg
https://youtu.be/1Psn2IREW5k
https://youtu.be/VV_iJveA5gM
http://theredcard.org/wear-red-day


Week two of the Colyton Basketball 
Association, commonly referred to as the ‘CBA’, 
got under way in style, with three matches that 
were jam-packed with thrills and spills.

The competition is run by Year 13 students, 
Kishan P and Daniel A, whilst matches are 
officiated by Mr Robinson. Ten teams of Sixth 
form students are split into two groups and 
matches are played during Wednesday lunch 
times, and once the teams have played all the 
others in their group, the top two teams move 
into semi-finals and then the final, to decide the 
ultimate CBA champion

In week two the results were as follows:

Tom B’s Team – Tony’s Team : 2-0

Arun’s Team – Cleo’s Team : 4-0

Archie’s Team – Bobby’s Team : 5-0

And whilst the standard of play is not quite at 
NBA level yet, many spectacular moments have 
been seen on the court this year. For example 
Nathan N’s shock deep three pointer swish and 
Jimmy S for his long range three-point shot.

I spoke to devoted CBA participant, Oli J, to 
learn his thoughts on the CBA.

CBA Week 2

“Playing in the CBA drastically lifts my mood and improves 
my day. My favourite parts of the CBA are how welcoming 
it is and the impressive skills on show”

Paul F – Year 12 Student Digital Media Executive

The latest edition of the CGS Sixth Form 
Academic Journal, contributed to and edited 
entirely by Sixth Form students, has recently 
been published.

Once again, the content is marked both by its 
breadth and its high quality. This issue contains 
two poems, a exploration of the relationship 
between the arts and sciences, and essays on 
George Orwell’s Seaton links and the ethics of 
trophy hunting.

If you have missed this edition, click HERE to 
view the Autumn 2022 edition.

Sixth Form Academic Journal

https://www.colytongrammar.com/131/latest-news/post/146/sixth-form-academic-journal-autumn-22-edition


Alumnus returns to an Art class

                                          We were delighted 
                                       to welcome back into 
                                    class Thomas 
                                 Chamberlain-keen, when  
                             he returned to school to talk 
                       to students about his career in                            
                   Concept Art and Illustration. The 
               students really enjoyed developing a 
             character with him.

F1 in Schools is an international STEM 
competition where teams of up to six 
members design, build and race a 1:20 scale 
F1 car.  There are many aspects to the 
competition from the design of the car to the 
team’s graphic identity, sponsorship and project 
management.  

Our team was comprised of six members from 
10 Oak. From October last year, we prepared 
ourselves for the first stage of the competition - 
the South West Regional finals. Unfortunately, 
this was not a live event, however we still 
enjoyed watching it being streamed on 
YouTube. Entering the Regionals not only 
involved creating a car, but also a pit display, an 
enterprise portfolio, a design portfolio, a verbal 
presentation and car renders and designs.  

Our Design and Manufacturing Engineers 
worked tirelessly to produce a finished car, 
while our Resource and Finance Managers had 
a real struggle gaining sponsorship.  

Our graphic designer had the difficult job of 
creating the perfect representation of our team, 
spending significant time to develop the image 
of us that we want to share with the world - 
Nebulon Racing.  

Through spending so much time with these 
people, we have truly made friends for life. As 
Team  Manager I am grateful that I got to and 
am going to work with this team.  This 
sometimes made my job harder, as I truly trust 

F1 in Schools

every member of my team and so it was 
extremely hard to disagree with them. Due to 
our team being incredibly diverse and our 
priorities and opinions being so different, we 
needed to find a balance that worked for 
everyone. I therefore want to share the top 
thing I learnt: sometimes  you have to decide 
against the opinion of 
someone you trust in order to move forward, 
even if it is difficult, as that is the job of the 
Team Manager. A compromise was always 
needed in order to have the best possible 
outcome.  

We have not only learnt essential skills for life 
and the workplace, we have also learnt the 
power of teamwork. 

As our Design Engineer Daniel put it: “I have 
learnt that the team is worth more than the sum of its 
parts, but it needs everybody involved to work well.”  This 
is extremely evident in this competition,
everyone’s skills must be combined for us to 
gain the maximum number of points. 
Of course, the highlight of the competition was 
the feeling when we found out we had placed 
second in the development class and that we 
are going to the National finals in Birmingham. 



The hard work had paid off and that was the 
moment when we truly felt united as a team. 

We also won ‘Best Engineered Car’, testament 
to the hard work of our design and
manufacturing engineers and were nominated 
for best team identity and best pit display. 

We also had the single fastest race out of the 
South West cars that did not breach any 
technical regulations. You can view this race 
here: https://youtu.be/lGhMxrg_vMs (32m 15s). 

We hope to get through to the World finals. 
The hard work has already started, and we are 
already facing a huge challenge. Due to the 
Nationals being a live event in Birmingham, we 
must raise money that will contribute to costs 
such as the entry fee, materials for the car, 

travel arrangements, creating a pit display and 
team uniform. We have already started sending 
letters and we cannot wait to start a new, 
mutually beneficial collaboration with a new 
sponsor. If you feel this is something your 
business would love to share in, please contact 
us via our website. All our sponsors have full 
coverage on our project elements, website and 
social media.   

Website: https://nebulonracing.wordpress.com/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/nebulon.racing/ 

Finally, we’d like to thank Mr Taylor and Miss 
Carter for their help and our sponsors:  Signs 
Express, Mantracourt and Hexner Limited for 
their invaluable support.  

Emma R, Year 10, Team Manager Isabel

N
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https://youtu.be/lGhMxrg_vMs
https://nebulonracing.wordpress.com/
https://www.instagram.com/nebulon.racing/ 


We are delighted that Sarah Charman, Bailiff to 
the Chamber of Feoffees at Colyton, has written 
a book about the History of Colyton Grammar 
School.  

The book reveals how everyday life in the
historic community of Colyton Parish impacted 
on the way in which the school developed.  If 
you’d like to order one please visit https://ocs.
colytongrammar.com/shop/a-history-of-colyton-grammar-
school

Mr Harris, Headteacher, said, “Sarah Charman’s 
thoroughly researched history of Colyton Grammar School 
will be welcomed by old Colytonians and present students 
alike. The school has a long and distinguished history 
in delivering the highest standards of education and 
academic achievement. This new work recognises and 
celebrates the work done in the past whilst also pointing 
the way towards future developments. We are delighted 
that Sarah has undertaken this significant project and 
hope that readers will enjoy discovering more about this 
school’s unique story through her pages.”

Story of the School - book published Year 8 Geography - Jurassic journey

Year 8 Geography classes visited the Jurassic 
Coast of Dorset to study coastal management 
at West Bay and the geology and landforms of 
the Isle of Purbeck. After a windswept walk from 
Durdle Door to Lulworth Cove, students 
completed their own group investigations to 
enquire into the success of Lulworth Cove as a 
‘Honey Pot’ site. Special mention should go to 
Mr Radcliffe and 8A who battled with high winds 
and rain to complete their fieldwork. 

https://ocs.colytongrammar.com/shop/a-history-of-colyton-grammar-school
https://ocs.colytongrammar.com/shop/a-history-of-colyton-grammar-school
https://ocs.colytongrammar.com/shop/a-history-of-colyton-grammar-school




We are delighted that our new state-of-the-art 
Multi Use Games Area with updated LED 
floodlighting is now in use. They were 
generously funded by our school community, 
Trusts and Foundations, East Devon District 
Council and the school. We are delighted to see 
the first students making use of the new facility.

First students on the new pitch

Antonio Torres (OC2020) is attending Durham 
University Business School studying Business 
Management with an industrial placement. 
Antonio shares with us his experiences so far:

“In the three months I have been working at the Clean 
Energy Council, I have learnt a whole host of new skills 
and have worked on some really cool projects. Some 
highlights that I have especially enjoyed include re-
instating the Social Club Newsletter; filming an interview 
between our CE Kane Thornton and The Hon. Lily 
D’Ambrosio (the Victoria State Minister for Energy, 
Environment, Climate Action and Solar Homes); and 
choosing the photos to be used for Australia’s stand at 
#cop27 in Egypt this November.

Today, I was really glad to see the hard work the 
MarComms team and I had put into market - the Women 
in Renewables Luncheon resulted in a sold-out event. 
Also, I was proud to see our company booth at All-Energy 

Young alumnus embraces internship 
opportunities

showing the slide decks I had put together to highlight 
what we have been up to in the renewable energy sector 
in 2022.

I’d like to thank everyone in the MarComms team who 
have shown me the ropes and especially Bianca Tuckwell 
who has been a great mentor to me.

I am very grateful for the opportunities I’ve had so far and 
have had a fantastic three months. I am really excited for 
what’s to come!”

Images provided by Anonio Torres

https://youtube.com/shorts/aP0AWR9ztNw


Primary students talk money

On 10th of November, Colyton held an 
exciting day for 20 Year 4s and 5s from 
Whimple, Loder’s and St Mary’s Primary 
Schools to learn more about money for Talk 
Money Week 2022. 

Hannah Himmelman-Christopher from The 
Mound talked about the different types of 
money and how it changed over time with 
interesting facts such as the longest money 
being made from exotic birds’ feathers. 

They then took part in ‘The Colyton Heist’ which 
was prepared by Sixth Form students to get a 
grand prize by solving puzzling maths 
questions. The winning team “Go Gold” with 
Zara, Gabi, Shannon, and Amelie won by 
getting every correct answer, finding the hidden 
key in the seats, and unlocking the chest to get 
chocolate coins, books, and pens. 



During November, we were privileged to be 
able to hold another life drawing workshop, led 
by John Meaker from the Abbotsbury Studio in 
Dorset. All A Level Art students attended and 
spent the entire day drawing from the life 
model. We are currently holding a small
exhibition of the work in the Art Centre, which 
shows a wonderfully vast variety of styles and 
approaches – from layering multiple 
representations of the moving model by using 
charcoal dust only, to a lengthy, singular pose, 
drawn during the afternoon, from elegant 
charcoal line to heavier oil sketches on hessian. 
Thanks go out to those in the department who 
made this possible, to John Meaker for his 
inventive teaching approaches and the students 
for their incredible responsiveness and 
adaptability (as ever).

Mrs Willey, Head of Art

Life drawings



Under the leadership of Mrs Bacon, Colyton 
Grammar School’s newly-appointed Chess 
Coach, the team travelled to the Devon
qualification tournament held at Torquay Boys’ 
Grammar School. We entered with two teams 
and our Team A came equal first with Millfield 
School on Total Points for rounds score (six out 
of six). Although Millfield had a higher 
aggregated individual score, which means that 
they won more individual games, it is still a 
remarkable triumph for our six players, given 
that many other teams seemed to mostly 
consist of sixth formers, whereas our players 
were all in Year 10 or below. The team
managed to beat some stiff competition – here 
is the results table:

ECF National Schools’ Devon 
Qualification Tournament

CGS Team A - 6 points; Millfield School - 6 points; Devonport High - 4 points;

Exeter School Team A - 4 points; Exeter Maths School A - 4 points; TBGS Team C - 3 points;

TBGS Team B - 2 points; Stover Team A - 2 points; Exeter School Team B - 2 points;

CGS Team B - 1 point; Exeter Maths School B - 1 point; Stover Team B - 1 point

Also, well done to Team B, who didn’t score so 
highly, but nevertheless demonstrated some 
remarkable chess skills, great team spirit and a 
superb attitude.

Team A has now progressed to the next 
level - so watch this space! A big thank-you to 
Mr Braithwaite, Physics teacher and bus driver, 
without whom we wouldn’t have been able to 
attend.

ROWE vs ROWE

ROWE

28

6’6

200lbs

Weight lifting

What’s a star sign?

Age

Height

Weight

Hobbies

Star Sign

ROWE

26

5’10

140lbs

Time travelling

I am a star!

TALE OF TAPE
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This tournament was held at Exwick Sports 
Hub on Thursday 24th November. Ten matches 
were played against teams across Exeter and 
East Devon- what a full day!! The whole team 
played with real determination and won some, 
drew one and also lost some! Lessons were 
learnt and the girls came 7th out of 11. It was 
a fantastic day all round, with our girls showing 
incredible resilience playing in the torrential rain 
and strong winds!

U13 English Schools Football - area round Rowe VS Rowe: The Ultimate 
Teacher Basketball Showdown of 
the Year

Prior to the game, there was confidence from 
both sides. Mr (PE) Rowe said: “It’s a big day today. 
We’ve prepared, I don’t think Mr Rowe - the other one, 
I’m the original - has. I’ve got a pretty strong team and 
we’re going hard. If anyone’s got any ribs left, let me know 
because I’ll be surprised.” Then Mr (Physics) Rowe 
followed with: “In my team, there is no weak link. In the 
opposition, Mr Rowe’s got a dodgy left knee, Mr Robinson 
is just dodgy.”

ROWE vs ROWE

ROWE

28

6’6

200lbs

Weight lifting

What’s a star sign?

Age

Height

Weight

Hobbies

Star Sign

ROWE

26

5’10

140lbs

Time travelling

I am a star!

TALE OF TAPE



Both teams gave it their all in a highly 
suspenseful game. The competitive atmosphere 
on court was matched by the enthusiasm of the 
students who had packed into the Sports Hall 
to watch. Students Shae B and Carlos T said: 
“We’re backing Mr Physics Rowe, he’s got some great 
skills with the ball” whilst Renee T said: “We love 
the PE team!” and Olivia M added: “I want to see Mr 
Brown dunk!”

With the PE department coming out top, with a 

final score of 21-9, here’s what Mr (PE) Rowe 
had to say about the victory:  “They didn’t have the 
team, they didn’t have the tactics.”

Most importantly, it was fantastic to see so 
much support from the students, thank you to 
the teachers for taking part and everyone for 
their donations. Watch this space to see how 
much we raised!

Sabina S & Emiko L’E



A massive well done to all the students who 
took part in the Ten Tors practice walk recently. 
They showed great resilience, determination 
and perseverance when walking, camping and 
preparing their own food. It was fantastic to see 
such team spirit and so many students taking 
an active role in navigation. Building strong 
teams for Ten Tors 2023.

Ten Tors practice walk

The brand-new Bradbeer Drama Studio has 
transformed Drama at Colyton Grammar 
School, with students of all years getting 
involved with clubs, competitions and 
productions. 

Drama Teacher Mrs Brownley says: “It’s made 
such a difference having a dedicated space for Drama 
where students are able to work without having to move 
desks and restrictions. We’ve got lights and sound and 
it’s really brilliant for them to have this space to be able to 
work creatively.”

Bradbeer Drama Studio

TEN TORS
2023



Art Industries Day, Hauser and Wirth, 
Somerset

For those considering a career in Art, our sixth 
form Art students were invited to attend an Art 
Industries Day at Hauser & Wirth in Somerset. 
It was an opportunity to meet Art industry 
professionals and discover how a gallery works 
from the inside. 

The three guest speakers were the Head of 
Marketing at the Arnolfini Gallery in Bristol, 
the Registrar at the Thomas Dane Gallery in 
London and the Director of Hauser and Wirth, 
Somerset (H&W) who all talked personally 
about how they came to be in that role, as well 
as giving advice for those interested in a career 
within a commercial Art Gallery. 

The Director of H&W, Dea Vanagan, took us 
around their current Louise Bourgeois 
exhibition. She spoke in depth about the 
process and decision-making involved in every 
aspect of creating a successful exhibition; from 
the ergonomics of the room to the height of 
each display board, every detail was carefully 
choreographed. The Louise Bourgeoise show 
exhibited her works on paper from her own 
private collection; a body of work that had never 
been shown in public before. Viewing 
Bourgeois’ work again after hearing the talk was 
a wholly different experience.

Well done to three Colyton Grammar School 
students who performed amazingly in the 
recent Devon County Chess Championships. 
Lucian H-D and Daniel S in Year 8 came joint 
first in the Devon U13 Junior Chess 
Championships. Both boys won five out of their 
six games at the event in Teignmouth on 
Saturday 3rd December. Toby R in Year 9 also 
came joint first in the U15 category. They are all 
joint county champions.

County Chess champions

It was a lovely day spent with eight delightful 
students. I await the (rapidly approaching) day I 
will be viewing work or listening to a talk by one 
of our Art students.



During the last week of term, the school 
delivered over 600 items to food banks in
Seaton, Axminster and Honiton. For over 10 
years the Colyton Grammar community has 
been donating a range of food and useful in-
demand items to help support others in our 
local communities. A big thank you to everyone 
at school who donated items at this challenging 
time. 

Foodbank Appeal 2022



MFL Spelling Bee

This week, all our Year 7 students competed 
in the Modern Foreign Language Spelling Bee 
challenge (French, German, Spanish and 
Mandarin).  

Well done to the students who got a high score 
and, as a result, are through to Round 2!

Bravo!  Wunderbar!  Fantastico!

Joyeux Noel

On Thursday, a group of Year 8 linguists 
designed their own Christmas cards and wrote 
a message to family and friends.
Here is a selection!! 



Season’s
Greetings

Colyton Grammar School
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Colyton, Devon, 
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admin@colytongrammar.com

Josie W

Everyone at Colyton Grammar School
wishes you a merry Christmas

and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Autumn Term
First day of term 5th Sep 2022

Half term 21st Oct 2022 - 1st Nov 2022

Last day of term 16th Dec 2022

Winter holidays 19th Dec 2022 - 3rd Jan 2023

Spring Term
First day of term 4th Jan 2023

Half term 13th Feb 2023 - 17th Feb 2023

Last day of term 31st Mar 2023

Easter/Spring holidays 3rd Apr 2023 - 14th Apr 2023

Summer Term
First day of term 17th Apr 2023

Half term 29th May 2023 - 2nd Jun 2023

Last day of term 21st Jul 2023

Term Dates 2022-2023

Print out this page and keep

Alternatively, you can visit our website: 
colytongrammar.com for all Term Dates and the 
School Day
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