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Jesus likewise disappears from the disciples eyes and
they return to Jerusalem to be the early church now
living the Christian Story.

Dear Parents/Guardians

The festival of Easter is one where the focus is on
reflection, re-birth, of Hope and Joy. In the Christian
festival of Easter, this Holy Week, is a week of different
emotions; from the Joy of Palm Sunday as Jesus
entered Jerusalem, to the message of Humility on
Maundy Thursday, to the despair of the disciples on
Good Friday, to the renewed sense of Hope and
Happiness of Easter Sunday.

Another theme of Easter is that of leadership during
uncertain times where self-doubt could be a danger. I
am drawn to Caravaggio’s painting of the Road to
Emmaus as a great and inspirational piece of art. They
are downhearted when Jesus has died but at the
supper, they see Jesus truly alive in the breaking of
bread. Caravaggio draws a painting and picture that
invites us into the story. The fruit on the edge of the
table draws us in because it asks us to come forward to
push the fruit back on to the table.

The message - We should never be just spectators, but
the story leads us into participation of being humble
servants and leaders. Maundy Thursday and the
washing of feet is about humility and service. Jesus
shows servant leadership by doing first what he wants
others to follow.

The past year has brought to the forefront of our lives
real heroes who have led by example and from the
front. Those that have worked on the front line of the
NHS helping to save the lives of thousands of people
are a prime example of self-sacrifice and humility. In
our school context many of my colleagues have
recognised the fact that this was not a normal time and
have volunteered to take on new tasks and roles
seeking to maintain standards of academic outcomes
and pastoral support. For example, Mr Rowe and Miss
Birchmore have been developing our support for Young
Carers and I would like to draw your attention to a
charity auction to raise money for this important work.
https://www.westbank.org.uk/charity-auction

Humility is a core principle of the school as we are
constantly seeking to improve and to acquire new
skills, knowing that we are not and never will be
perfect.

On the last point, it is important for us to reflect on the
national issue of peer-on-peer sexual abuse. We have
the confidence to state that we are already doing a
significant amount under the leadership of Mr
Robinson and Mrs Brownley, to ensure that the
guidance already in existence (Keeping Children Safe
in Education) is followed and practice embedded as we
follow up every referral and as we work with external
agencies to support our students. However, we also
possess the humility to reflect on what we could do
better, and we will look to the outcomes of the DfE
review to see how we could enhance our work.
Lateral Flow testing (LF Testing) at Home

Mr Miles Smith has written to you regarding the need
for on-going testing over the Easter period. Thank you
again for your fantastic support with this work. The DfE
has changed its guidance regarding follow up PCR
testing after a positive Lateral Flow Test (LFD) and this
can be found overleaf:

thoroughly and identifying that this is a perfect
opportunity to display their ability and talent.

Previously, a follow-up PCR test was only required
following a positive LFD test carried out at home. The
Government has re-introduced the requirement for a PCR
test after positive LFD tests carried out at all assisted
testing sites. As of 31st March, staff and pupils who get a
positive LFD result (whether at home or at supervised
testing site in school) should take a follow-up PCR test.
This requirement is now published in the Stay At Home
Guidance. Stay at home: guidance for households with
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and has been included
in the DfE daily update. As the prevalence rates are now
low in England, follow-up PCR tests will help reduce the
chances of false positive LFD tests. The follow-up PCR test
should be taken as soon as possible and within two days
of the positive LFD result. The quickest way is to book a
test online or call 119 for an appointment at a nearby
nearest testing centre. Alternatively, a PCR home test kit
can be used but it may take longer for the results to come
back.

We will be producing our own information booklet for
you after the Easter holiday that will provide further
clarification on how we will be making that holistic
judgement.

Furthermore, I have been asked by Public Health
Devon, who would like to clarify that schools will only
need to contact trace on cases from positive LFDs
taken up to the end of Sat 3 April. After this date, the
only school action which may be required is to inform
any close contacts that they are no longer required to
self-isolate as a result of a negative PCR (please see
comment above regarding follow up PCR tests).
Summer Examination Grades 2021
Students have been advised on topic areas to
revise for the forthcoming summer assessments. As
stated last week, the outcomes of these assessments
will be used as part of the evidence base in the
holistic process of formulating GCSE and A-Level
grades. I am sure our students will approach these
assessments in their usual way by preparing

JCQ has produced a guidance booklet for
Parents and Students on this summer’s grading
process which can be found here.

As I began this brief note, Easter is a time of different
emotions but ultimately it a time of Joy. During the
course of this year there have been some difficult times
but perhaps we are at the‘end of the beginning’and
things are beginning to return to the old normal.
Certainly, at school we are making plans for the return
to a more normal timetable, to restating the culture of
the school and Mr Griffin has written in the
publication about the development of the new website
and exciting future plans for the school. As Alfred
Tennyson wrote:

‘Long sleeps the summer in the seed’
We are waking!

Thank you and take care

Mr Harris, Headteacher, BA Hons, FCCT, NPQH

From The Board

As we near the end of the Spring term
we are delighted to see students
back in school and Colyton Grammar
School returning to something
approaching a new normal. On behalf
of Trustees and Members I would like
to thank students and parents for their
patience, understanding and support
during what has clearly been a very
trying and difficult time for schools
throughout the country. We must also
congratulate the SLT and all staff
involved in Colyton for their
commitment and devotion to ensuring
that we have delivered what I consider
to be the very best education possible
in the circumstances.
Mr Harris has led from the front in the
manner that we have become

accustomed to and so value. He has
been able to call on an impressive
cohort of volunteers to assist with an
extensive testing programme under
the expert guidance of Trustee, Jackie
Spurrier. The likelihood is that testing
will be here to stay for the foreseeable
future so ensuring it is something we
can execute as a matter of course is
vital going forward, again your
cooperation is so appreciated.

Of course it is important that
alongside covid related initiatives we
continue to plot the future direction of
this wonderful school and to this end I
am delighted to be able to
report that we are making headway in
a number of critical areas. Under the
guidance of Trustee Ian Styles we are
exploring the long term options for our
sports hall and all weather pitch which
we currently operate in
partnership with LED (Leisure East
Devon). The solutions by definition are
likely to require significant funds and
we are working to identify a source for
these. I am also delighted that
Trustee Andrew Gould has been
leading a team that will launch the
Colyton Grammar School website in
the next couple of months. This will

make a big difference to our ability to
communicate with you and market the
school to prospective students and is
made partly possible by the training of
a group of students who will be
creating special content for inclusion
on the website.
Finally we are of course very proud to
have been awarded teaching hub
status for the South West. This is
recognition of the excellence that
permeates throughout pedagogy at
Colyton and will I am sure open up
new avenues for staff development
and the expansion of the school stable
of competencies that we rely on to
deliver the very best education available in the state education sector.
As the country starts to open up from
the most recent lockdown we will of
course remain vigilant and ready to
absorb whatever nature or
government policy throws at us. I
know that many of you will be
concerned about the grading system
that will be used this summer, again I
can assure you that the school is
doing everything it can to ensure that
all students are assessed fairly to
reflect their hard work and

achievements in this difficult time and
I know Mr Harris will continue to
update you in his weekly letter to
parents as government policy
becomes less murky.

Enjoy your Easter and I look forward to
updating you further in the summer.

Ian Griffin, Chair of Trustees

Parents’ Association

Fundraising During Lockdown #3
Transferring our fundraising from
face-to-face events into the virtual
world was never going to be easy, but
we have all been bowled over by the
support we have received this term.
The role of the PA is not just about
raising funds, and our first‘event’of
2021 proved that it is definitely
possible to combine both fundraising
and social activities.

On February 5th the Colyton Grammar
School PA was introduced to DJ Ginge
(Matt is a DJ in more normal times!).
I’m pretty certain that the PA online
quiz was a first for both school and the
PA. For those that did not sign up, this
was an evening brimming with fun,
laughter, competitive (family) teams
and great‘bop’along tunes.
Entry was by donation, and a fabulous
figure of £700 was raise for PA funds.

More Firsts On The Fundraising
Front...
I am always happy to share my
telephone number with parents, and
this paid dividends when I received a
call from one of our Year 7 parents,
offering her (very talented) services to
design a tea towel on behalf of the PA.

Alison is a whirl-wind of enthusiasm.
Her fabulous limited edition, True Blue
tea towel has been phenomenally
popular. All of the tea towels sold out
within a week. There will be limited
runs in future years, each one
representing the colour of the Colyton
Houses.
We are waiting for the final costs from
the printers, but this‘snap’
fundraising project should add in the
region of £1400 to our funds.

Going Digital
Our website is about to be brought up
to date, so apologies if you are finding
out of date content. I have been
assured that it will be worth it!

Over the past year the PA’s Social
Media has gone from strength to
strength. Regular posts, reflect current
PA projects, but probably more
importantly, create a link between the
committee and parents.
This term has been a busy one for the
PA. We have tried to come up with
some new and novel ways to keep in
contact with parents.

What’s Next
April 23 - Online quiz - if you missed
out in February, here’s your chance
to join the fun. More details on the PA
Facebook page.

Summer Draw - keep a look out for
the fantastic prizes available in the PA
Summer Draw. Tickets will be
available early in the summer term.

Other
The great news is that the book club
has been able to continue in the
virtual world too. As well as providing
current parents with the opportunity
to catch up on news (and a bit of
gossip!) the book club also allows
incoming parents the chance to meet
a few new friends before September. If
you would like to contact our
coordinator, please drop Caroline a
line via the bookclub email.
Occasionally the groups also talk
about books!

Second Hand Uniform
March saw the relaunch of the ever
popular‘Second Hand Uniform’
service. Enquiries and offers of
uniform donations can now be made
online.

Every item that is bought from and
donated to the PA helps raise funds to
support school and the students - it
also helps to keep down costs for
families and benefits the environment!

Getting in Touch
Email: chair@colytongrammarschoolpa.org.uk
Book Club:

bookclub@colytongrammarschoolpa.org.uk

Second Hand Uniform: Using the
enquiry form on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ColytonGrammarschoolPA

As always, on behalf of the PA
committee, I would like to thank all
those who continue to support our
activities.

Sara Glazebrook
Chair of the Colyton Grammar School
Parents’Association
07798 803 236

Awards

Oxford Essay Competition Success
This term saw Year 11 History student
Mahima N, win second prize in an
essay competition held by Exeter
College, Oxford, for which she was
asked to write on the theme of
History and the school curriculum.
This is a brilliant achievement and
recognition by an Oxford College is a
testimony to the high academic
standards of the essay.
Mahima’s full essay can be read
overleaf.

Mahima’s Winning Essay: Our
History Curriculum – And How It
Affects Our Future

“Those who do not remember the past
are condemned to repeat it.”
This quote by philosopher George
Santayana is an aphorism that has
always resonated with me and has never
been more relevant.

In times of political turmoil,
international catastrophe and a younger
generation that is ever-increasingly
learning about current affairs, history
education stands at the forefront of
paving a better future. The ways in which
we teach our children the events of the
past are crucially important to their
development and views on society, and
what I wish to discuss in this forthcoming
essay is the issues with the current history
curriculum, with regards to how we as a
country wish to define our national
identity through our history, as well as the
importance of education as it relates to
Britain’s future.
The issue of how we present and teach
history in schools is an intricate one, with
close monitoring required and a definite

need for balance. Politics definitely plays a
role in this, as it is the belief of many that
political opinions and agendas should not
be forced on children in governmental
establishments, but just what is
considered‘political’is also a disputed
answer. Many believe that the horrors and
immoral actions committed during the
long history of Britain should be taught to
our children, such as the acts of the
British Empire and the worldwide effects of
colonialism. However, many also hold the
opinion that teaching such subjects could
lead to an‘anti-British’slant to education,
and enforcement of guilt about past
exploits. Clearly, looking at these two
sides, it can be seen that there are many
facets of this problem that need to be
considered, and any solution must strike
the correct balance.
To consider the aspect of national identity,
a key question must be asked: how much
do we associate our cultural pride with our
history? It is undeniable that in this
country’s past, there were many
deplorable events, such as the exploitation
of other nations in the name of empire,
as well as the slave trade, but in schools,
these are rarely talked about, which leads
to a budding ignorance in our children of
their own country’s history. I strongly
believe that these topics should be

introduced to our national curriculum, but
it should not be a matter of guilt or blame,
but instead used as a route to stop the
repetition of such acts. We, as a country,
should not feel as if we should tie our pride
to our history, but instead derive it from
our present, and the way we should
embrace our past and commit to gifting
our youth with the knowledge of past
doings.
Another element that must be
contemplated is why it is important to
broaden the curriculum to include topics
such as colonialism, and that can be easily
summed up by the idea of inclusivity and
progress. Whilst some may consider
history to be almost futile, through current
events, it can be seen that knowledge of
the past is key when it comes to
approaching the present. For example, the
recent Windrush Scandal calls into
question the immigration policies and
attitudes of Post-War Britain towards their
former colonies. Like many young people,
I was completely unaware of this issue and
was what led me to ruminate over the
effectiveness of our current history
curriculum. Britain today is a much more
diverse country, with people coming from
all walks of life, and so to learn about the
contributions of those around the world
in our history that led to the development

and foundation of our country today, leads
to a sense of unity and, as mentioned
before, ensures inclusivity thrives in our
nation. By informing our children of the
context with which our country stands
today, we allow them to bring a more
developed opinion to issues surrounding
Britain today, enabling current affairs
discussions to widen and be approached
with a more nuanced mindset.
Overall, I believe it is vitally important to
educate our youth more widely on the
history of Britain’s role and actions
globally, as well as the diversity in our own
nation in the past, which is an element
often ignored in our history curriculum.
Not only will this allow for a more varied
way of thinking, which is critically
important in every area of life, but it also
leads students to broaden their horizons,
and become more educated about the
people that came before them, and gives
them a more accurate view on how our
country works today. I think what we can
conclude about the importance of a
balanced history education is this: those
who learn our history are the ones who go
on to make our future.

ESU-Churchill Public Speaking
Competition
A band of Year 9 students have done
what many students would fear above
all else: public speaking. It is the first
year that Colyton has entered the ESU
Churchill Public Speaking
Ccompetition. Last month, two teams
of three went up against six other
highly experienced teams in the first
regional heats. Our speakers, Faye M
and Holly N, had each prepared timely
and impassioned speeches on
oppressive language and equal
opportunities respectively. Meanwhile,
our charismatic chairmen, Noah W
and Jack F, and quick-witted
questioners, William D and Lily P, all
helped set the tone and extend the
views of their speakers’from other
competing schools with whom they
had been paired.
Despite competing against students
who were, in most cases, two years
older than ours, our Team One troupe
(Holly, Noah and Will) made it through

to the South West finals which was
held remotely.

Again, without much time to
prepare, they excelled in an even more
formidable field against seven
other teams including Torquay Girls’
Grammar, Bishop Wordsworth’s and
Badminton School. Holly’s lucid and
absorbing speech on the perks of
being an introvert was posted as one
of the top-scoring on the night; while
Will was singled out for his perceptive
questions pitched to the speaker from
South Wilts Grammar. Noah W in
particular capped off a very successful
night for school, named the best
overall chair in this regional final, for
his calm, confident and
good-humoured manner. Taunton
Academy were deserving winners
overall but what a wonderful success
from a young troupe in their first year!

ESU Mace Debating
Competition
Undeterred by the new
challenges of
speech-making via Zoom,
students have
participated in debating
and public speaking in
record numbers this year,
with significant success in
national competitions. In
Year 12, a team of Rayya
N, Ramona C and Adam B
entered the ESU Mace
Debating Competition,
not only winning their
first round debate
(motion: This House
would ban job applicants
from disclosing the names
of educational institutions
that they have attended), but also
achieving first place overall in the
regional first round.

In the regional final (motion: This
House Regrets the glorification of the
“genius”narrative), they debated
with great panache and intelligence,
but narrowly failed to make it into the
regional final.

The school also entered teams of
Year 12 students in the competitions
arranged for schools by the Oxford
Union and the Cambridge Union. The
Colyton speakers, Felix R, Josh QR,
Adam B, Ramona C, Aron A, Max H,
Ben M and Billy T all spoke admirably
in these particularly challenging
British Parliamentary style debates, in
which speakers are only given the
motion 15 minutes before the start of
the debate. Billy and Ben did
particularly well, securing a place
in the national finals of the Oxford
Schools competition. Sadly, lockdown
deprived them of a trip to the Oxford
Union, but they debated

brilliantly against stiff competition via
Zoom over the course of four debates.

With so much talent in the school,
and the hope of return to face to face
speaking next year, the future looks
bright. Congratulations to all involved.
Mr Wakeling, Head of English and Drama

Beyond The Classroon

The Oxford University Computing
Challenge
An invitation challenge for talented UK
students to produce programmed
solutions to computational thinking
problems.

This term 195 Colyton Grammar
School students took the elite Oxford
University Computing Challenge. This
national challenge requires students
to program solutions to problems
within exam conditions. That we
managed to achieve this whilst the
majority of students were learning
from home is a great feat and a
testament to their hard-work and
resilience as they had to do this
without the direct support of being in
school. A special mention should go
to Simon M, in Year 13, who was one
of six students in the elite category to
achieve full marks.
Out of the 8600 who took the
challenge nationally, 80 were invited
to take the final round on 18 March.
Of those, five were from Colyton; our

OUCC
greatest achievement yet. For the first
time, we had a student in the final of
each of the four categories (Junior:
Emily T, Intermediate: James L, Senior:
Oliver S and Josh D and Elite: Simon
M).
Whilst simply being in the final is an
amazing achievement, three of our
students exceeded even this, by
placing in the top five for their age
category. With Simon coming 5th,
Oliver 4th and James 1st in each of
their respective categories. Huge
congratulations to all on this
achievement.

From Years 7-10, the best bake went to
Evelyn in Year 9 for a delightful
looking six-layer rainbow cake with
skittles.

Great Colyton Bake Off
In January, the Senior Prefect team
launched a virtual Great Colyton Bake
Off competition.
After receiving so many wonderful
photo entries, we had a hard time
deciding on two student winners.

From the upper years, we selected
Anya in Year 12 for an inventive sponge
cake.
We are so grateful to everyone who
entered and would encourage all the
great Colyton bakers to keep baking at
home; It really made us smile!

Mrs Williams,
‘sugar-free’
carrot cake

We also gave a special teacher
commendation to Mrs Williams from
the Maths department for her fantastic
carrot cake!
Click on the play button to view the
Senior Prefect team’s winning film

Evelyn,
Six layer rainbow cake

Anya,
Rainbow sponge

L to R: Olga, Millie, Talia

Period Poverty Scheme
A year ago, the three of us began
working with teachers to establish the
Period Poverty scheme at Colyton.
We were inspired by Amika George,
who was 17 when she founded the
Free Periods campaign to end period
poverty nationally. After surveys with
students and discussions with staff, we
were able at the start of this
academic year to begin
distributing products across the
school site, which we have kept
up weekly. Through setting up the
scheme, we are very happy to have
done a small amount to reduce the
stigma around menstruation, as well
as offering access to resources to
those who need them. During
lockdown, the school also took the
opportunity to support our local area
and donated surplus products to both
food banks and women’s shelters.
We’d like to thank Miss Birchmore for
collaborating with us on this. We’re
confident that next year’s Senior
Prefect Team will continue to keep the
project running and build on the work
we’ve done to start the conversation.

John O’Groats to Lands’End
Family Lockdown Challenge
My family and I made a challenge to
keep us busy during lockdown. I was
doing it with my parents and 9 year
old brother. Our goal was to cycle, run
and walk 874 miles (the equivalent of
John O’Groats to Lands’End) over
February as a family of four. We
added our miles up to make the total.
We completed the challenge on the
last day of February. We fundraised
for a charity called SHS (School Home
Support).

SHS support children who struggle to
get to school or who do not have
parents who prioritize school. We
chose this charity when we heard
about all the children in the UK who
could not afford resources for home
schooling. We did some very long bike
rides; we even did one that was 29.5
miles! We cycled to Exeter Airport and
then along the estuary at Exmouth. It
was a horrible day, it was pouring with
rain while blowing a hooley into our
faces. We also did a 15 mile walk from
Seaton along the coast to our home in

Colaton Raleigh. It was a nice
sunny day but not that hot. We have
now raised £600 for SHS.

I really enjoyed this challenge as it
made us more active during the
lockdown. Without the challenge, we
would not have done anywhere near
as many miles or been to as many
places.
Maisie E, 7C

Community

Sports Leadership In Lockdown
Despite another lockdown the Year 12
Sports Leaders have successfully
delivered fitness sessions as part of
their assessment. However, this year
they taught members of their family
- this made a change from Joe Wicks
and helped to combat all that banana
loaf we’ve been eating.

Mrs Harris, Programme Lead, said,
“Thank you to everyone who took part,
Mums, Dads, siblings and sometimes
even the family dog!”
We thought we’d share just a couple
of short video clips with you.
Click on the play button to view the clips.

Primary Outreach
More than 70 Key Worker students
from our local Primary Schools have
taken part in the Devon School Games
Orienteering challenge thanks to
Colyton’s Sport Partnership staff.
Six school sites have now been
mapped for Orienteering activities,
just in time for Spring and the finer
weather. It is hoped that all students,
as they return and readjust to school,
will take part in this County wide
event.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Report by Mid Week Herald

Mr Giraudon has been litter-picking
throughout March and turning trash
into cash to help raise much-needed
funds for a school in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

He set himself the challenge of
collecting 700 discarded cans during
March from the roadsides and
ditches while out on his daily walks
during lockdown.

As well as helping to clean up the
streets of Ottery and the outlying
areas, Mr Giraudon has been seeking
sponsorship for his litter-picking

efforts to support the care and
education of street children in
Congo, Central Africa. The Congo
Children Trust charity (also known as
Kimbilio) was set up by Ian
Harvey. Money raised from Mr
Giraudon’s walks will go towards
Ian’s latest challenge to finish
building a school to educate the street
children in Lubumbashi, the second
largest city Congo.

Mr Giraudon, Head of MFL, said,
“During lockdown, I went for a lot of
walks locally in the countryside and
I have been disgusted by the sheer
amount of rubbish I have seen thrown
on the roadsides and ditches. So, I

decided to start collecting cans to do my
bit for the environment. Why cans?
Because they take so long to
decompose. However, I have also been
collecting other rubbish like hard plastic
(bottles and containers). I have also
started collecting all sorts of rubbish
ranging from take- away cups to crisp
packets. Thank you to everyone who has
supported me. If you haven’t
already, you should try it - recycling
rocks.”

Images
provided by
The Congo
Children
Trust Charity
(Kimbilio)

A letter by the prefects was sent to all
parents via In Touch asking if families
would like to make a donation to the
school Justgiving fundraising
page - 100% of donations will go to
Comic Relief.
The school is aiming to raise £1000
and we look forward to reporting on
the final total next term.

Comic Relief
At Colyton, we like to support
charitable causes and Comic Relief is
usually the highlight of the year. This
Red Nose Day however, was a little
different; with students wearing masks
in classrooms and around the school
site, it was not going to be possible for
them to bring in and wear the official
2021 plastic free red noses, nor was it
deemed appropriate for them to bring
cash into school, meaning the annual
non uniform day was also cancelled.
Undeterred, the senior prefect team
decided to celebrate the event the
best they could.

The sixth form students also made a
video of short funny films, which was
shown to the lower years during Red
Nose Day on 19 March.
Thank you to everyone who has
donated so far. As always your
donations are really appreciated.

If you would like to donate, please
click here.

image of themselves dressed up
reading their favorite book.

Library Update

World Book Day
Books have been a lifeline for many
during the pandemic, they have been
a source of inspiration, hope,
escapism, happiness, and comfort.

It will come as no great surprise that
World Book Day went virtual this year,
which meant students could easily
attend a large array of online author
events alongside our in-school
activities and competitions. And
because we were all at home we were
able to indulge in a bit of dressing up!

Competition
Students were given the chance to win
a £10 book token by uploading an

And The Winner Is...
Following a staff vote, the winner of
the World Book Day photo
competition is Esther M reading“The
Wind in the Willows”.Congratulations
Esther.

Outdoor Learning

Ten Tors 2021
Following a successful one-day
training walk in December 2020 where
70 students from Year’s 10 and 12
walked over 16 miles in the local
Sidmouth area. A full training
programme of weekend walks on
Dartmoor was planned to commence
in the New Year, however, following
the recent Covid lockdown and
ongoing restrictions, this year’s Ten
Tors has now become a virtual single
day event. Teams of six will now
navigate their way across Dartmoor,
covering distances of either 25, 30 or
35 km in a ten hour period each
carrying a full rucksack weighing up to
30lbs (13Kgs). Despite the
changes, many of the students are still
very keen and enthusiastic to
participate, and a new programme of
training walks should start after the
Easter break with the final event
taking place on Saturday 12 June.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Bronze 2020/21 - Approximately 110
Year 9 students have signed up to take
part in this popular and valued award
scheme and many of them have
endeavoured to complete the three
sections – physical, skill and
volunteering – during the recent
lockdown. There has been an
amazing demonstration of original
ideas by participating students. With
normal opportunities being closed,
this is especially true of the
volunteering section where many
students have helped in the local
community or with environmental
issues. Expeditions are due to
commence after the Easter break.
Silver 2019/20 - 60 Year 11 students
were unable to carry out their
scheduled expeditions last year due
to the Covid lockdowns, they are now
due to take place in July. Meanwhile

participating students remain
motivated and are continuing to
complete the sections.

Gold 2019/20 – 30 Year 13 students
were also affected by last year’s Covid
restrictions and their expeditions are
now due to take place in July.
Mrs Byron, Head of Outdoor Learning

Subjects and Departments

Modern Foreign Language
Every month, the Modern Foreign
Languages department challenges
students across all year groups to
translate a range of texts from French,
German, Spanish and Mandarin into
English. Translation demands a deep
understanding of both grammar and
culture and our students have risen to
the challenge.
The response from students every
month has been amazing!!! We
received an astonishing amount of
entries!

The quality of the translations from
every contestant has been very high.
Here are the winners since the
competition started, back in
December 2020 :

signs) : Toby R Y7; Alex S Y8, Emma R
Y8, Eva V Y10, Kaitlyn Y Y10, Adam L
Y10, Robin S Y10, Scarlett L Y10, James
A Y7, Alice K Y9, Trystan W Y11, Lili T
Y10, Tia B Y7, Jack T Y7

Winners of the January 2021
Challenge (Translation of French,
German, Spanish and Mandarin road

Our March 2021 challenge involves
translating advertisements from

Winners of the December 2020
Challenge ( Translation of French,
German, Spanish and Mandarin
Christmas songs): Toby R Y7; Edward
C Y7, Holly D Y8, Robert I-B Y7, Freya B
Y7, Daniel J Y8, Matilda H Y9

Winners of the February 2021
Challenge ( Translation of French,
German, Spanish and Mandarin
biographies of influential people):
Toby R Y7, Georgina H Y10, Serban Y7,
Alex B Y13, Trystan W Y11, Tess P-B Y7,
Lexi V Y8

French, German, Spanish and
Mandarin into English. Enter now by
emailing
sarmour@Colytongrammar.com

Our forthcoming April 2021 Challenge
will be slightly different as the texts
will be chosen by four students,
specialising in Italian, French, German
and Spanish. They will be leading the
challenge in their respective language
speciality. They will be rewarded with
a Student Leadership Achievement
Point for their contribution.
Allez! il faut se retrousser les
manches!! Traduisez!!

The films can be viewed by clicking on
the following links:

Science

UK Chemistry Olympiad
In January 52 students from Years 12
and 13 entered the 2021 Chemistry
Olympiad. The department were
delighted by the final results - 14
students received bronze awards, 11
silver and 1 gold. The competition,
which is run by the Royal Society of
Chemistry is aimed at students in
their final A-Level year although this
year two of our Year 12 students also
gained silver.

*The UK Chemistry Olympiad is the
leading chemistry competition for
students in secondary education. This
enriching experience is a unique
opportunity for students to push
themselves further and excel in the
chemistry field.
Budding chemists develop critical
problem-solving skills, learn to think
more creatively and get a chance to
test their knowledge in new,
real-world situations.
*Taken from the RSC Competition website

https://mars.nasa.gov/
resources/24945/seeking-signs-of-life-inancient-martian-rocks/
International Women’s Day
To mark the 2021 International
Women’s Day students were shown a
number of two minute films at the end
of each lesson. The films were
produced by NASA and highlighted the
roles of women scientists from a
variety of backgrounds in the ongoing
‘Perseverance’mission to Mars.

https://mars.nasa.gov/resources/24943/
from-colombia-to-mars/
https://mars.nasa.gov/resources/24948/
protecting-mars-from-earth-bacteria/
https://mars.nasa.gov/resources/24949/
from-rockettes-to-rockets/

https://mars.nasa.gov/resources/24947/
testing-hardware-on-earth-for-a-journeyto-mars/

British Science Week
This year, because of Covid-19
restriction, there were fewer
activities planned for British Science
Week. The department however,
certainly didn’t disappoint, they
arranged for the students to try a
number of new things. Year 8
students had a fantastic time
designing and building chairs made
solely from cardboard. At the end of
the lesson, they attempted to sit on
them and to the amazement of Mrs
Simpson and Mrs Porter, there were no
disasters!

Sports Update

Lockdown Physical Fitness
Our students have kept active during
the lockdown period and we have
included a few accounts to give a
flavour of the sports and different
forms of exercise done at home.

Saanvi V, 7O
I learned yoga in lockdown, the one I
am doing in the photo is a part of the
‘Sun Salutation’ (known as Surya Namaskar). There are 12 steps for each
side, you do it once for your right side
and once for your left side. The Sun
Salutation strengthens your back as
well as your muscles. It also improves
metabolism.

Will BT, 9A
I spent a lot of time horse riding and in
particular jumping.

Isabella N, 9E
During lockdown I walked 26 miles
(a marathon) with my friend and our
dogs. We walked from Newton
Poppleford to Exmouth and back
again. I had to carry my dog on the
way back! I also did some Good Duke
of Edinburgh practice and horse riding
Horse riding.

Rachel M, 7A
I have been doing a lot of
Press-ups, Sit ups, Skateboarding and
Just Dance.

Emily T, 7A
I kept myself active by cycling around
East Devon including Bicton, Tipton
and Otterton.

Cameron H, 8C
I made the most of lockdown with lots
of walks, getting out on the bike and
the occasional tree to scale!

Eve L, 7E
I ran my first 10k.

Henry D, 7O
I enjoyed exercising everyday on my
indoor trainer.

Alabama H, 7C
We went on lots of family walks.

Delilah S, 7E
During lockdown I did a lot of
walking, I took part in the online
virtual games, went jogging and also
managed to so some stand up
paddleboarding!
This is a picture of one of our Sunset
walks.

Oscar P, 7O
During lockdown I did a lot of walking,
which often involved a 25 minute hill
climb behind my house.
I also did Taekwondo twice a week
remotely.

Martin F, 8O
Over lockdown I have been doing a lot
of running. I have been for a run most
days and set two targets for myself,
one was to run a half marathon, which
I managed to do and also to run 10km
in under 45 minutes. I almost
managed it but was 10 seconds off!

Tristan W, 8E
Most mornings, I set out on an early
morning walk with my parents. We are
fortunate to have the Riverside
Valley Park right on our doorstep.
There is a nice circuit that leads past
the University playing fields, the
Double Locks pub and then back to
Bridge Road and home. It takes us
about an hour to complete. We
often spot our local heron, Hermione,
swans, ducks and a little moorhen.

Rowan S, 7O
Every day I spent time on our
exercise bike, which I found really fun.
I also did a lot of table tennis and I
frequently did a HIIT routine inspired
by Joe Wicks.

Matthew H, 7E
Here I am mountain biking at my
local woods.

Ben Y, 7O
During lockdown I went out on my
bike for a ride every day.
I also took our five dogs for a walk
on our farm every day.

Old Colytonian Society

Congratulations
Kyle Stewart (OC2004) has taken office
as the youngest ever president of the
Torbay District Medical Society.

MBE Awarded to Young
Alumni
The school was delighted
to hear that former
student Daniel Cowen
(OC2009) was awarded an MBE in the
January 2021 New Year Honours List.
Here is Daniel’s story:

Daniel Cowen MBE, 1st Head of
Financial Services at China
Prosperity Fund, British Embassy
Beijing

I’m honoured to have been awarded an
MBE in the Queen’s 2021 New Year
Honours List. It’s a truly humbling
experience to be recognised with so

Digital 4 All Update
This term has seen the importance
and the impact that our Digital 4 All
appeal has made on our students. As
we started the most recent Lockdown,
from December-March, our students
were already well equipped with the
digital equipment needed to allow

them to receive their education at
home (or at school). This is a huge
leap in the school’s ability to react to
this pandemic, with dynamic delivery
of live lessons each and every day,
knowing each student has access to
the digital equipment they need. For
this we owe a huge thanks to our

many exceptional colleagues and
community figures.

In January and February, I led a team
liaising with Chinese authorities, HM
Government and Armed Forces
colleagues, and stranded British
Nationals themselves to evacuate
hundreds of people from Wuhan and
surrounding Hubei Province on four
separate flights (two UK, one French, one
New Zeland).
Working very long shifts including
many through the night, we helped
evacuees navigate physical
roadblocks, and ensured safe passage
for many young children with
documentation issues.

donors to the Digital 4 All appeal. Our
school community; students, parents,
alumni, staff, trustees and wider
community all play an important role
in making Colyton what it is today.

In March and April, I setup a large team
to scour the secondary market for
ventilators when the UK was facing an
urgent shortage. We secured and
verified stocks in a turbulent market, at
times in direct competition with our
allies, and got life-saving units flown to
the UK and into our hospitals.

All of this would not have been
possible without an incredible team of
colleagues, both British and Chinese, as
well as collaborative spirit and
positive diplomatic engagement from
Chinese government counterparts.
As the world recovers from the
pandemic, we should all think of what
we can achieve when working
together towards a common goal.

From The Archive
The slide below is from Colyton in the
1980’s. It is Mr Jones, the
Biology teacher at that time.

The image received a stream of fun
memories about his lessons when
alumni saw the picture posted on the
OCS LinkedIn page. The comments led
to further discussions and comments
about other science teachers from the
era such as the comment from Alistair
Hitchcock (OC1997), who is now the
Head of Engineering at HS2 Limited,
he recalls“Mr Russell (Physics), Mrs
Coop (Chemistry) and Mrs Sindall
(Biology) were top science teachers.
Their lessons were definitely the
highlights of my school week.”

Alumni Rally To Provide Remote
Career Support
With our monthly‘Inspire talks’on
hold due to the pandemic, we asked
our wonderful alumni to provide us
with pre-recorded career talks to share
with our students.
So far we’ve had inspiring talks from
Erica Farmer (OC1999) a female
entrepreneur; Christopher Wellbourne
(OC2003) Supply Chain
Director at Dyson USA; and Elizabeth
Karfoot (OC2001) Head of Finance at
TESCO. We are extremely grateful for
their honest accounts of their career
journeys and for the support offered
to the school. We look forward to
continuing this throughout the year.
The pre-recorded talks can be viewed
on the school website
(www.colytongrammar.com) or by
clicking here.

Term Dates 2021-2022

Spring Term
Tuesday 05 January - Thursday 01 April
Summer Term
Monday 19 April - Thursday 22 July

Autumn Term
Wednesday 08 September - Friday 17 December
Summer Term

Monday 19 April- Thursday 22 July 2021

Half Term

Monday 31 May-Friday 04 June

Bank Holiday

Staff Development Day
Autumn Term
Half Term

Staff Development Day

Friday 02 April and Monday 05 April , Monday
03 May and Monday 31 May
Friday 23 July

Wednesday 08 September - Friday 17
December 2021
Friday 22 October- Friday 29 October

Monday 06 and Tuesday 07 September, Friday
22 October
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