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Introduction

Helping your son’s or daughter’s planning
and preparation for university and higher
education is an exciting experience. Parents play 
an important part in supporting the decision 
making process but it is important students make 
their own decisions as a result of carrying out
in-depth research, for example, through:

• PSHE tutorials
• Confidential careers counselling
• Individual discussions with subject

tutors
• Completing personal profiling

questionnaires (e.g. MyUniChoices)
• Attending open days, online or onsite
• Attending university fairs
• University taster courses
• Colyton Grammar School Year 12

‘Headstart’ day

In the sixth form, students are encouraged to 
develop as individuals through participation in 
extra curricular activities and take on additional 
community work as part of the Colyton 
Baccalaureate. 

Being able to demonstrate this personal 
development in the sixth form is an important 
element in university or job applications.

The school has an exceptional record of academic 
success, leading to a greater choice of courses at 
university. Nearly all of our students go on to 
secure places on highly competitive Higher 
Education courses. Although the options and 
opportunities available for sixth form students to 
consider may appear endless, there are some key 
sources of information that you can access to aid 
the process as listed in this handbook.

Alumni and Parental Support 

To aid our sixth formers, we arrange for a number 
of speakers to come into school to offer advice on 
what particular careers involve and also help the 
students practice their interview skills.

If you feel that you could help out here, we would 
love to hear from you - please email our 
Development Officer, Dr Styles 
(estyles@colytongrammar.com).

Destinations 2022

Medical

11 students accepted to study 
Medicine

International 
Destinations

One student received a 
scholarship to study at Harvard

Oxbridge

15 students accepted to study at 
Oxford and Cambridge

92%
achieved their 

first choice 
or insurance 

offer

84%
achieved their 

first choice 
of university

75%
went on to study 

at a Russell 
Group university
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Most popular universities of 2022 Sixth Form graduates
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Deadline Dates:

• 22nd September 2023 school deadline
for applications to Oxford or Cambridge 
universities and for applications to medicine, 
dentistry and veterinary medicine/science

• All other applications should be ready for
processing by the October half-term break

• A maximum of five choices is available. Most 
students select the same subject at five different 
institutions

• Only four applications can be made for 
medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine/
science

• In selecting options, students should apply to 
courses they genuinely want to study and whose 
entry requirements they stand a realistic chance 
of achieving

This flow chart
shows the full UCAS
Admissions process

2023

in August 2024

University and Colleges’ Admissions (UCAS) 
For 2024 Entry

Students apply on-line through 
‘UCAS Hub’ 

https://accounts.ucas.com/account/login?returnUrl=https%3A//www.ucas.com/dashboard%23/


In order to find out the grade/tariff requirements 
for a particular course, it is advisable to use the‘ 
Course Search’(and then‘ Entry Requirements’) 
section at ucas.com. In exceptional cases these
requirements can change, so it is wise to
consult with a university’s online prospectus as 
well. If still in doubt contact the course admissions 
staff.

A Tariff Calculator is available allowing you to work 
out how many points you hold/are likely to achieve. 
See: 
ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-require-
ments/tariff/calculator

The UCAS Tariff

About two thirds of universities give a conditional 
entrance requirement in terms of grades achieved 
at A Level (often specifying grades for particular 
subjects), e.g.‘ AAA’ including an‘ A’grade in Maths. 
About a third make their offer in terms of the UCAS 
Tariff points they require, e.g. 120 points from three
A Levels (equivalent to BBB).

The Tariff was first introduced in 2001, but 
underwent radical reform for courses starting in 
2017. This means that any existing experience you 
might have had of the old Tariff is no longer 
applicable.

One of the big changes is that AS Levels will now 
be worth 40% (rather than half) of an A Level 
grade.

GCE A Level GCE AS Level EPQ Tariff Points
A* 56
A 48
B 40
C 32

A* 28
D A 24

A B 20
E B C 16

C D 12
D 10

E 8
E 6

Useful Websites and Careers Programmes 

(*needs a password to access. See Head of
Careers/Sixth Form)

My Uni Choices
Some Colyton students pay the fee for this 
service, which uses psychometric testing to help 
identify and explore the best course options for 
individuals. 
myunichoices.com

*Higher Ideas
Higher Ideas is your starting point for higher 
education research, generating lots of ideas for 
courses to consider based on your current 
studies, interests and career ambitions. 

UCAS
The central organisation that processes 
applications for full-time undergraduate courses at 
UK universities and colleges.  It has everything but 
is vast. It is a great way of searching for entry
requirements.

Sign up to UCAS Hub to get the most out
of it. You can then find out what courses
students who study the A-Level you have
chosen, have gone on to apply for at university in 
the past. 
ucas.com

Discover Uni
This website allows you to look at national
student survey satisfaction data for individual 
university courses, as well as information
regarding graduate earnings and employment.
discoveruni.gov.uk

University League Tables
Just one example, but good to use against‘ The 
Times’ guide (available in the school Library).
theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2020/sep/05/the-
best-uk-universities-2021-league-table

Prospects
University courses, career profiles, and advice. 
Explore jobs, work experience, postgraduate study, 
overseas study destinations, funding and get help 
with your personal statement. 
prospects.ac.uk

Not Going To University
Options other than university, including 
apprenticeships, degree apprenticeships, gap 
years, traineeships and jobs.
notgoingtouni.co.uk

Amazing Apprenticeships
The ucas.com of apprenticeships
amazingapprenticeships.com

Other Useful Links:

Student Finance
gov.uk/student-finance

Which? The Parents’ Guide to
University
university.which.co.uk/advice/advice-for-parents

Colyton Grammar School Guide to Careers and Higher Education Resources

http://ucas.com
http://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/calculator
http://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/entry-requirements/tariff/calculator
http://www.myunichoices.com
http://www.ucas.com
http://www.discoveruni.gov.uk
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2020/sep/05/the-best-uk-universities-2021-league-table
http://www.prospects.ac.uk
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
http://www.amazingapprenticeships.com
http://www.gov.uk/student-finance
http://www.university.which.co.uk/advice/advice-for-parents


Make sure you click on ‘ resources’to get great tips 
on interesting independent learning opportunities 
in your preferred subject areas.
discoverdowning.com

Future Learn
A social learning provider, a MOOC (massive open 
online course) platform. Delivers courses from over 
80 universities and higher education institutions 
around the world, online, for free, on any device. 
Good for exploring subjects and course material, 
as well as providing advice for UCAS applications 
and study skills.
futurelearn.com/courses/collections/going-to-uni
versity?utm_source=goodchoolguide&utm_medi
um=web&utm_campaign=goodchoolguide

Future Talent
A resource for school and college leavers 
looking for their next step whether that is an 
apprenticeship, school leaver programme, entry 
level job, further study or a sponsored learning 
programme. The website lists apprenticeships by 
industry sector and is searchable by location. It 
also provides advice on apprenticeships  and jobs, 
together with information for parents.
future-talent.com

The Good Schools Guide
What is higher education? Useful guide to 
understanding higher education.
goodschoolsguide.co.uk/careers/higher-education/what-is-
higher-education

*Kudos
A careers matching program.
kudos.cascaid.co.uk

My Student Halls
This site is the student accommodation search
engine. 
mystudenthalls.com

National Careers Service
The National Careers Service provides careers
information, advice and guidance. The website 
provides job profiles, assessment services, 
details of courses and advisors, and help with
getting a job. 
nationalcareers.service.gov.uk

Career Map
Career Map is the leading website for 15-19 year 
olds looking for a pathway into apprenticeships and 
early career opportunities. 
careermap.co.uk

Careers Box
Online career films in a wide range of industries. 
careersbox.co.uk

CSW
Careers South West (CSW) provides independent 
and impartial information, advice, guidance and 
practical help for those aged 13-19. The school 
has a CSW advisor who can provide careers 
advice to our students.

Should any student require an interview they 
should see Mr Smith to arrange it.
cswgroup.co.uk

Complete University Guide
UK universities ranked by performance in nine 
quality factors, as well as a complete guide to 
applying to university. 
thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk

Directgov
All about student finance for higher education. 
gov.uk/student-finance

Discover Downing
Current undergraduate blogs offering an insight 
into living and studying at university, a searchable 
bank of suggested resources (videos podcasts 
etc.) To help you explore your favourite subjects 
outside of school and online application forms for 
popular events, such as the South West Open Day. 

Other Useful Websites

The Big Choice
Website for those wishing to explore the graduate 
as well as student (A Level) job market. A 
comprehensive graduate careers guide, including 
CV advice, application form tips and where the 
recruitment fairs are, holiday jobs, work 
placements etc. 
thebigchoice.com

British Medical Association (BMA)
How to Become a Doctor. Use this essential guide 
to help you decide if a career in medicine is right 
for you.
bma.org.uk/advice/career/studying-medicine/
becoming-a-doctor/introduction 

http://www.discoverdowning.com
http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/collections/going-to-university?utm_source=goodchoolguide&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=goodchoolguide
http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/collections/going-to-university?utm_source=goodchoolguide&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=goodchoolguide
http://www.futurelearn.com/courses/collections/going-to-university?utm_source=goodchoolguide&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=goodchoolguide
http://www.future-talent.com
http://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/careers/higher-education/what-is-higher-education
http://www.goodschoolsguide.co.uk/careers/higher-education/what-is-higher-education
https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/
http://www.mystudenthalls.com
http://www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
http://www.careermap.co.uk
http://www.careersbox.co.uk
http://www.careersbox.co.uk
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk
http://www.gov.uk/student-finance
http://www.thebigchoice.com
http://www.bma.org.uk/advice/career/studying-medicine/becoming-a-doctor/introduction
http://www.bma.org.uk/advice/career/studying-medicine/becoming-a-doctor/introduction


From The Library

Higher Education Books

The following is a shortlist of books taken from the 
comprehensive stock of up to date careers and 
higher education guides available from the school 
careers library:

• The Times Good University Guide by John 
O’Leary published by Times Books

• HEAP: Choosing your Degree Course and 
University by Brian Heap published by 
Trotman

• HEAP: University Degree Course Offers: The
Essential Guide to Winning Your Place at 
University by Brian Heap

• University Prospectuses

U-Explore
U-Explore online allows young people between the 
ages of 11 and 19 to learn about the world of work, 
the various career options available and the
training they will need to get on the right path. 
login.u-explore.com/Login.aspx

UniTasterDays
This is an up-to-date source of UK university
taster events, workshops and open days for school 
and colleges.
unitasterdays.com 

NHS Careers
NHS clinical careers involving patient contact (e.g. 
radiographers, dietitians, midwives, 
physiotherapists as well as nurses and doctors) 
require training courses recognised by the relevant 
regulatory bodies. Check for details of these 
careers and approved courses – as well as the 
many non-clinical career opportunities within the 
NHS (e.g. healthcare scientists, health 
informaticians, surveyors, accountants, as well as 
a variety of support staff).
healthcareers.nhs.uk

North Devon NHS
Details of work and experience placements on 
offer at hospitals throughout Devon

Quality Assurance Agency (QAA )
The QAA checks how UK universities maintain 
their own academic standards and quality. It’s a 
sort of Ofsted for universities. The reviews and 
reports can make for rather‘ dry’ reading. 
However, it could provide another tool in the 
decision-making process. 
qaa.ac.uk

The Student Room
The student room has 1.8million members. It is a 
place where you can discuss universities, health, 
lifestyle, careers, relationships and more. It
provides free university application help and
revision tools. It also offers GCSE and A Level 
help. 
thestudentroom.co.uk

Success at School
A careers website for students aged 13-19 years 
and is recommended by the national careers
service. It aims to help young people make
informed decisions about their future. 
successatschool.org

http://login.u-explore.com/Login.aspx
http://www.unitasterdays.com 
http://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk
http://www.qaa.ac.uk
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk
https://successatschool.org/
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