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alumni have supported the school through professional 
expertise and guidance offered to students and to kind and 
generous financial donations. I have been overjoyed by the 
brilliant contribution the CGS PA has made to the life of the 
school and I would personally like to than the School Trus-
tees under the leadership of Mr Ian Griffin for their support, 
challenge and guidance. Our Colyton community is strong 
and will enable us to deal with uncertainty in the same way 
I expect of the students; to embrace it and to recognise that 
there is much to learn and much to create. The future prom-
ises much more than the past.  

“…you have to go the way your blood beats. If you don’t live 
the only life you have, you won’t live some other life, you 
won’t live any life at all.” – James Baldwin in conversation 
with Richard Goldstein, June 1984. 

Have confidence in uncertainty! Finally, may you all enjoy a 
very merry Christmas and I wish you all a very happy new 
year. Merry Christmas everyone! 

Thank you and take care 

Tim Harris BA Hons, FCCT, NPQH 
Headteacher  

All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for Birth or Death? 
There was a Birth, certainly 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 

Final stanza of The Journey of the Magi – T.S.Elliot 

In my last assembly of the term, I referred to T.S. Elliot’s 
poem, The Journey of the Magi and tried to provide an 
explanation of its meaning and significance. Christmas is a 
time of great celebration and of unbridled hope for a better 
world. In an Old Testament interpretation, the birth of the 
Messiah was destined to bring relief from suffering and that 
God’s children would at last find peace and salvation. How-
ever, the nativity story is not that of a king being born and a 
divine one at that, but rather that of a child born into poverty; 
it is surprising, shocking and unsettling. In Elliot’s poem the 
message is the Magi saw a birth, they left their presents, 
and then went home empty handed with their understanding 
of the world challenged. No longer at ease in their summer 
palaces, forced to think differently, but given more questions 
than answers. It is not a happy ending but one where there 

Headteacher’s welcome

are more questions than answers, a time of uncertainty, of 
doubt. I explained to the student body that our goal is not 
some Happy Ever After where we know everything there is 
to be known; rather it’s a never-ending quest to learn more, 
to understand more deeply. I very much ‘Hope’ that Colyton 
Grammar School will change our young people for good 
– this is one of the key ways in which it will: that they will 
always feel there is more to learn, more to do; that the old 
dispensation of ignorance is lost; that the ending of a story 
will forever be a provocation to explore it further, to write, to 
create, to continue what someone else started. 

At this particular time in our lives we too are faced with a 
new uncertainty and a new set of fears and loss. At a time 
when the pandemic appeared to be coming to an end we 
appear to be experiencing a sense of Deja-vu; were we not 
in the same place as we were last year. Are we being forced 
to think differently and given more questions than answers?  

However, as I highlighted earlier there is much about which 
to be ; this term despite the interruptions of COVID our 
students have performed brilliantly. Every week I have 
written to you of national successes and personal triumph. 
Sport, music and the arts have flourished and provided 
inspiration and joy at times of gloom. Yesterday, the Choir 
sang carols at St Andrews Church in Colyton, the site of 
the original school in 1546. I sat and listened to the angelic 
sounds and it brought peace, tranquillity and great pride. 
I hope that you too will listen to the choir sing as we have 
provided a link to the recording of the performance and I 
would like to than Mr House for his leadership and direction. 
In addition, a personal thank you to Father Steven Martin, 
Rector of the Holyford Mission Community for his help and 
support. 

The beautiful sounds of the choir were heard yesterday but 
for the past ten days it has been the less gracful noises 
emanating form the sporting fields that have captured the 
airwaves of the school. The House Hockey and House rugby 
competitions took place and it was brilliant to see so many 
taking part and enjoying the fresh air and rivalry as each 
House sought to win the trophies. Congratulations to Beech 
and Oak House for their respective victories and I am sure 

the others will be plotting their revenge for the next round of 
events. On a further sporting note and despite COVID, 
examinations, work commitments and our captain having 
knee surgery in the previous week, we put together a team 
of seven girls and travelled down to Ivybridge for the U19 
Netball regional heats. After a close two quarters we pulled 
away in the third and managed to win 31-21. We are so 
proud of the girls who worked hard under pressure and 
have progressed onto the next round of the Sisters N Sport 
National Netball plate competition. Well done to you and to 
Miss Birchmore for her coaching and leadership. 

As you can see The School has continued to provide 
exceptional learning, social and cultural opportunities for 
our students. We will continue to do so regardless of what 
happened over the next few weeks. We are ready for a full 
return to school in January. Details of the in-school testing 
have been sent to you and earlier in the week I forwarded 
the message from the government that students should 
continue to test throughout the holiday period and please 
note this does include those that may have recently had 
COVID. The previous advice to abstain from testing has 
been changed and students and indeed the wider public 
are now being advised to test. Also, we are ready to return 
to remote learning if required and we are ready for a return 
to bubbles; we are ready for all eventualities! I have been 
advised that there will be a further government review of 
matters on the 20th December and obviously if significant 
changes are made to the arrangements for the start of term, 
I will inform you immediately. In communication with the DfE 
yesterday, the plan is for a full return to school in January, 
but we have learnt to be ready for anything.    

Christmas is a time of Hope. It is a time of celebration and 
community. We have achieved great things this term and we 
recognise that we still have much to do over the remainder 
of the academic year. We are confident that we will support 
our amazing young people in their progression to their next 
steps. My colleagues have been inspirational, and I have 
been so proud of the way in which they have supported 
each other when called upon to cover lessons due to illness. 
I have been delighted in the way members of our illustrious 
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hearing from individuals who want to make a 
valuable contribution in supporting the continual success 
of Colyton Grammar School. Being a school Trustee is a 
challenging, yet extremely rewarding role. The focus of 
Trustees is to provide strategic leadership support to Mr 
Harris and his team, and to ensure that they continue to 
deliver excellence in three core areas:

•       financial management;
•       educational performance and wellbeing; and  
•       the strategic direction of the school. 

The Board works closely with the Senior Leadership 
Team to set aims and objectives for the school as we 
aspire to achieve excellence in all areas. This means 
Trustees act as critical friends to Mr Harris and his team 
by supporting and advising but also by acting as a source 
of challenge to ensure that the school’s aspirations are 
delivered effectively.   The work of the Board is supported 
by our Governance Officer, Mrs Booker, who provides 
advice and support on all governance and compliance 
related matters. 

The Board of Trustees at Colyton Grammar School looks 
to recruit a mix of Trustees to ensure that it can provide 
excellent support and advice to the school in all areas, 
such as Finance, Human Resources, Marketing, 
Strategic Planning, Operations, Legal, Safeguarding, 
Health and Safety, IT, Risk Management, and Pedagogy.  
As well as ensuring the correct balance of skills, being a 
Trustee requires a commitment to the role, the ability to 
build strong relationships, to be analytical and have the 

We have completed another term during which the 
pandemic and the effects of COVID continue to impact 
upon us. Mr Harris and his team have continued to react 
to advice and guidance from Department of Education 
and Public Health England and we are grateful to parents 
and students for their patience and understanding during 
these difficult times.

As we draw to the close of 2021 I thought I would take 
the opportunity to reflect on the role of Trustees and invite 
parents to consider how they may further contribute to 
this exceptional school.

Over the past few years there have been many success-
es to celebrate. The Board has supported Mr Harris and 
his colleagues, as we have almost doubled the number 
of students, added significantly to the estate of the school 
and introduced blended learning and devices for each 
and every student. 

The Board of Trustees continue to work with Mr Harris 
and the Senior Leadership team to drive forward the 
strategic vision for Colyton Grammar School, to ensure 
that we deliver the best pedagogy as well as excellent 
school facilities and a supportive environment for the 
holistic growth of students. The Board of Trustees does 
this by meeting regularly with the Senior Leadership 
Team to discuss, debate and develop projects for school, 
as well as ensuring that the school meets it statutory 
obligations. 

As a Board of Trustees, we are always interested in 

From the Chair of Trustees
confidence to challenge the status quo to improve things.  
As we move forward we are also keen to identify parents 
who, whilst perhaps not wanting to be a Trustee, might be 
able to contribute valuable expertise in specific subject 
areas. 

Becoming a Trustee, or expert advisor, offers the ability 
to make a difference to the young people in our school 
and to gain experience of working with an accomplished 
Board of Trustees made up of individuals from a wide 
range of professional backgrounds.  If you would like 
more information then please contact our Governance 
Officer, Mrs Booker on: abooker@colytongrammar.com.

Ian Griffin, Chair of Trustees

mailto:%20abooker%40colytongrammar.com?subject=


Despite the pandemic, the Autumn term here at 
Colyton Grammar School, has been a busy one. 
Here is a round up of the last four months!

Coming up...

September:
Blood Brothers
The Moon Festival
Colyton students win Budleigh Literacy Festival 
poetry competition

October:
Inspire talks by alumnus 
Cinema trip for Year 13 French students
World Self-Portrait in Spanish
Hermione’s trip to Ghana
Year 8 students take their classroom outside
Improving the School Grounds 
Inspiring independent learning in Languages
Reflection on my Degree
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award
Halloween disco

November:
Peter Vardy conference for Year 13
Anti-Bullying Week
Hands-on Science at the Sidmouth Science 
Festival 2021
Crescendo of Music at Colyton
Food Bank Appeal 2021
Regional U16 hockey finals - Clifton College
Totnes Castle visit
Year 9 activity day
Sixth Form Open Evening
The Big Colyton Art Show
Ten Tors

What’s coming up? Septem
ber

December:
Former student returns to inspire the next 
generations of linguists
Cambridge Union Debating Competition 2021
Together for our planet
2021 Christmas Carol Service



Mandarin students at Colyton have been busy at the 
start of the term, celebrating one of the most 
important festivals in China - the Mid-Autumn Day! It 
is also known as the Moon Festival or the 
Mooncake Festival. During this period family 
members in China get together to celebrate the full 
moon. It is tradition that during these 
celebrations, delicious mooncakes are made and 
enjoyed. Inspired by the descriptions of this festival 
by Mrs Johnson, Mandarin teacher, Year 7 students 
made some lovely bunny lanterns, Year 8 students 
designed posters in Mandarin to illustrate the tra-
dition and students in Year 9 gave group presenta-
tions in Mandarin to share their insights about the 
festival. Their hard work was of course rewarded 
with some yummy mooncakes, kindly provided by 
Mrs Johnson. Many of the students were surprised 
to find that salty duck egg yolks in a sweet filling 
was actually very nice!

On Wednesday 8th September, Year 11 Drama 
students travelled to Southampton to watch a 
performance of the musical ‘Blood Brothers’ which 
is their set text for GCSE. It was so great to be in a 
theatre seeing live work and the students really 
enjoyed watching professional actors as well as 
seeing how the production elements had brought 
the text to life. Everyone had a great time and we 
hope that this will be the first of many trips to see 
live performances again.

Mrs S Brownley, Drama 

Blood Brothers

The Moon Festival

On Thursday 16th September a group of Year 8 and 
Year 9 Colyton students went to Budleigh 
Literary Festival. They participated in enjoyable 
poetry workshops to create Alice In 
Wonderland-themed poems. They performed these 
poems in front of a small, exclusive audience where 
they were judged on content and performance.  

There were three teams who went to the festival. 
The team of four - Clara O, Arabella R, James W, 
Ruby H – won overall. A team of 2 – Henry C and 
Elliot F – were runners up. Sadly the third team did 
not place but all students were amazing, and de-
serve congratulations. 

Report by: Caitlin M – Student Digital Media 
Executive

Image - Three  members of  overall winning team.
L to R: Clara O,  James W and Ruby H

Colyton students win Budleigh
Literacy Festival poetry competition



On Monday 4th October, members of the French 
department took some A Level students to watch a 
French movie at the Phoenix Centre in Exeter. The 
film was called Gagarine and talked about life in 
the suburbs of Paris, a topic which we study in the 
A Level course. Students thoroughly enjoyed this 
extra opportunity to put their language skills into 
practice.

13 students and it was great to invite him back to 
school in person. We are extremely grateful to him 
for making time to visit and continue to support our 
students. 

If you are an Old Colytonian and would like to get 
involved, please contact our Development Officer at 
alumni@colytongrammar.com

O
ctober

Cinema trip for Year 13 French Students

Alumnus Matthew Maslen (OC2001) visited the 
school this month as part of our ‘Inspire’ lunchtime 
talk series. With his background in the construction 
industry, he discussed the qualities needed to be a 
Project Manager at AECOM Construction 
Management. He and our students discussed the 
process of delivering different construction projects 
and the key areas to think about when students are 
invited for university interviews.

Matthew has assisted us over the past few years 
with architecture interview preparation for our Year 

Inspire talks by alumnus

mailto:alumni%40colytongrammar.com?subject=


to fill or create shapes. The group took inspiration 
from the Austrian artist Anatol Knotek. Here is a  
preview of their finished work - which is now
displayed in their class. A great way to end their first 
half-term of Spanish! 

Hermione’s trip to Ghana

Year 7 Spanish students in Mr Giraudon’s class 
completed a word self-portrait in Spanish after 
finishing their first module about me, myself and 
family. During the module they learnt about 
personality, age, birthdays and pets. The aim of the 
task was to draw a self-portrait using Spanish words 

World Self-Portrait in Spanish

I’d like to thank everyone who donated items for me 
to take to Ghana this summer. I was overwhelmed 
with the generosity here at Colyton and I am thrilled 
to say that I took pretty much everything with me (I 
had to leave a few of the heavier books). Due to the 
huge amount donated, I couldn’t keep track of what 
each person gave, and so I took pictures when we 
distributed to different schools.  

It was a pleasure to see children and adults alike so 
thrilled with receiving your donations  and 
something I will never forget. In particular, the 
stationery and small toys were very well received. 
The toys were popular and provided hours of 



Earlier this term all Year 8 Geography classes spent 
the day visiting the Jurassic Coast in Dorset. On the 
field trip students learnt about coastal 
processes and coastal management at West Bay 
and then journeyed along the coast to the Isle of 
Purbeck visiting Durdle Door to study the 
geology and erosional landforms. The final visit was 
to Lulworth Cove to complete their independent 
investigations into the success of Lulworth as a 
‘Honey Pot’ site. The fieldwork was a great success. 
A special mention must go to Mrs Rawling’s 8C 
class who coped with 40-mile per hour wind on their 
day!

Year 8 Students take their classroom 
outside

entertainment! Each class in the seven primary 
schools received pencils and something else such 
as a ruler or colouring book. All classes received a 
giant world map for the wall and a collection of first 
aid items to put in the Headteacher’s office. 

I gave three talks about menstruation with all the 
donated sanitary items. This included talking about 
personal hygiene (specifically sanitary hygiene), 
how to use tampons and answering lots of 
questions which were tabooed by the culture. Most 
girls had a very limited understanding of the human 
body and had never even heard of tampons, so it 
took quite a while to explain. Cultural beliefs also 
meant that facts were often not believed. We would 
gather all the girls from one school and sit in a 
classroom to give the talk, and each girl was given a 
selection of sanitary items to try out.  

The donated medical supplies were especially 
useful. Most of them were given to Projects Abroad 
to take on outreach visits with future volunteers, as 
this is how every person in each community 
accesses first aid treatment.  Surprisingly the minor 
ops kit was put to very good use, so to whoever 
donated that, thank you very much! We used the 
kits when helping a man who had a lot of very large 
open wounds on his ankles which needed dressing 
every other day and these were amazing for making 
the space more sanitary.

Hermione C 

Members of Mr Stidwell’s 8A class have written 
some comments on the trip:

The field trip was both an amazing opportunity to 
learn about the coast, and a fun day out. So much 
so I went back with my family and taught them all I 
had learnt! (Charlotte P)

The geology of Durdle Door was a perfect example 
of the thing we had been learning in class and made 
our learning truly worthwhile. (Grace T)

I had a lot of fun on the field trip and it helped to 
reinforce what we had been learning in class. 
(Oscar F)

I was very interested in the geological aspects of 
Lulworth Crumples and the bent layers of 
sedimentary rock near Man ‘O War Bay. (Toby R)





Georgia graduated this Summer and she shares 
with us her experience and the benefits of being 
active in the Old Colytonian Society network:

“I began my studies at Durham University in Autumn 
2018. The world changed hugely over my three 
years at university and I ended up sitting the 
majority of my final year at home, handing in my 
final exams and my dissertation from my bedroom.

I am so pleased to have graduated with First Class 
Honours from my BA History course. I am especially 
proud to have achieved a First in my dissertation 
which researched queer invisibility in Imperial 
Russian poetry and literature. Throughout my 
studies I specialised in Russian history, 
specifically the Soviet period, studying visual culture 
and literature with a particular interest in gender and 
sexuality. I found studying History at Durham very 
rewarding. Specialising in Russian history for both 
my dissertation and my final year project allowed 
me to gain a huge breadth and depth of knowledge 
– I studied everything from official party speeches to 
the Soviet soaps of the 1970s.

Alongside my studies I was heavily involved in the 
Durham University Charity Fashion Show (DUCFS) 
which in my first year as a volunteer raised 
£150,000 for the Environmental Justice Foundation. 
In my second year, I was Womenswear Director 
when the show raised an enormous £171,000 for 
Fashion Revolution and Stop the Traffik. My final 
year role looked very different as the show had 
to adapt to the new Covid-19 world. As Head of 
Fashion I oversaw all the garments featured in the 
show and we managed to raise £55,000 for Create. 
Through my work with DUCFS I was able to make 

Mrs Armour in the Modern Foreign Language 
department, has been creating some lovely displays 
for our learners. The first one aims to give students 
some ideas on how to be an independent learner 
in languages. The second one is a visual departure 
timetable to show students where languages can 
take you and which potential career you could use 
your language skills in. Having a language on your 
CV does go a long way and will help you in this ever 
developing international world we live in. So jump 
onboard and learn a new skill for life! 

Inspiring independent learning in Languages

valuable contacts within the fashion industry and I 
gained an internship with fashion-tech start-up 
company Save Your Wardrobe, something I 
undertook alongside my studies. It was through this 
role that I was given my current job as a Digital 
Marketing Assistant for the company.

In my final year I was able to do hugely valuable 
work experience with Fashion Revolution alongside 
my degree. Carry Somers the co-founder was a 
fellow Colytonian and I was able to be introduced 
through the Old Colytonian Network.

I made sure to get involved in as many extra-
curricular pursuits as possible alongside my studies 
which is how I ended up securing my current 
position which I am really enjoying. My advice to 
anyone heading to university is to join societies, 
volunteer on committees, submit your essays to 
journals – these things will end up being just as 
rewarding (if not more so) than your degree!”

October saw students and teachers helping to 
re-wild the school grounds by planting native 
wildflower seeds! We hope to improve our beautiful 
school site even further by improving our 
biodiversity- and this is just the first step.

Improving the School Grounds

Reflections on my Degree



Finally, I would like to thank the adult volunteers 
who helped with the expeditions, giving up their time 
and energy, ensuring a successful outcome for all 
concerned – these activities would not be possible 
without their support.

Mrs Byron, Head of Outdoor Learning

During September and October, 26 Year 11 students 
participated in the expedition section of their Silver 
Duke of Edinburgh award.  The section requires 
students to walk for three days, camp for two nights 
and plan their own routes, which need to cover a 
minimum of 28 miles in total.  The expeditions took 
place in two different locations in East Devon  and 
the four groups were totally self-sufficient, carrying 
everything they needed in rucksacks including tents, 
food and cooking stoves.  The groups were very 
fortunate with the weather which was mainly dry and 
unseasonably warm. However, the terrain at times 
tested the students; there was simply no avoiding 
the deep valleys and steep hills.  

Throughout the trek, students remained cheery and 
supportive of each other, particularly at the campsite 
where they demonstrated good and at times quite 
inventive culinary skills using very basic equipment.  
This positive attitude enabled them to overcome 
any aches and pains from carrying a large, heavy 
rucksack and the inevitable blistered feet for some 
students.  

Additionally, they welcomed three Year 10 students, 
one Year 12 student from Colyton Grammar School 
and a Year 11 student from Isca Academy, all of 
whom for various reasons had missed their planned 
Bronze and Silver expeditions earlier this year. This 
inclusive and friendly manner meant a successful 
outcome for these particular young people. Well 
done Year 11’s for successfully completing this 
demanding section of the award.

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award



Friday 29th October saw the Halloween Disco for 
Year 7 in Cottrill Hall. We will let the images speak 
for themselves. We are sure you will agree, great 
fun was had by all who attended!

Halloween Disco



Year 13 students were involved in a Philosophy 
Conference held at the school with guest speaker 
Dr Peter Vardy. Dr Vardy is well-known 
internationally in the fields of Philosophy, Ethics and 
Religious Studies.  Dr Vardy was 
Vice-Principal of Heythrop College, University of 
London and has recently been awarded an honorary 
Doctorate from the University of Chichester. He has 
been the keynote speaker at conferences for HMC, 
IBO and UNHRC and he advises government, local 
authorities and academy chains on the teaching of 
Religious Studies.

During the day, students considered their own 
responses to the place of greed in business and the 
contractual nature of sexual relationships in today’s 
society with the lack of trust which can stem from 
this. They also reflected on the morality of genetic 
engineering to eradicate hereditary disease and 

Peter Vardy Conference for Year 13
promote designer babies. Students were presented 
with a range of ethical dilemmas which forced them 
to consider how relativist they truly were, for 
example, at Guantanamo Bay, was torture of 
suspected terrorists morally justifiable?

The lectures were fast-paced, informative and 
interactive. Dr Vardy made excellent use of media 
clips which highlighted the philosophical 
underpinnings in well-known films and 
demonstrated the relevance of moral philosophy 
today. Each issue revisited the ethical theories 
covered in the first lecture with consideration as to 
how modern day philosophers would respond.

The school was  very fortunate to have the 
experience of Dr Vardy’s excellent lectures and we 
look forward to welcoming him back next year.

N
ovem

ber



Anti-Bullying Week

wear odd socks to school on
Monday 15th November 

to show your support towards
Anti-Bullying Week 2021

Our students, once again, did the school proud 
during Anti-Bullying Week, by showing their support 
and wearing odd socks. To accompany this, they 
also posted kind words in the Library. We are 

extremely proud of our students for their intolerance 
of bullying - their support and maturity is 
unprecedented.



Image: Holly N in Year 10 showing a visitor the
behaviour of microscopic crustaceans (Daphnia) 
when they are given caffeine.

Crescendo of music at Colyton

Foodbank Appeal 2021

This year we saw the return of in-person events at 
the Super Science Saturday of the Sidmouth 
Science Festival. A dedicated team of forty Science 
Ambassadors from Years 10-13 gave up their time 
on the weekend to inspire younger visitors with 
hands-on science activities.

Visitors to Kennaway House, where we were based 
for the day, were treated to displays with flying cups, 
water jelly marbles, Daphnia under the microscope 
and space origami to name a few, with many fun 
science activities to take home with them too.

As ever, our student ambassadors were an absolute 
credit to the school by sharing their enthusiasm and 
love of learning with the local community.

Mr P Lynch, Head of Physics

Hands-on Science at the Sidmouth 
Science Festival 2021

This new year welcomes an immense increase in 
the volume of music enthusiasm throughout 
students  here at Colyton. We are seeing a rise in 
the number of musicians seeking to fulfil their 
potential; both through a phenomenal record 
number of 300+ individual music lessons being held 
as well as a tremendous growth in students taking 
the subject as a GCSE option. Students at Colyton 
are always eager to jazz up their extracurricular 
activities, same goes with music, the list of 
ensembles organised by students is ever-growing, 
the list includes : Chamber Choir, Junior Jazz, 
Theory workshop, Orchestra and Jazz band.

Gloria P, Student Digital Media Executive

Monday 1st November saw the start of the school’s 
annual Foodbank Appeal. Mr Gregson, Deputy 
Headteacher, who is overseeing the project, 
explained to students through the morning’s 
assembly that, compared to this time five years ago, 
the need for foodbanks in our area has increased 
by 128% and that the number of emergency food 
parcels given out by foodbanks in The Trussell Trust 
network totalled over two and a half million during 
the last academic year (2020-21) alone.

Students have been asked if they can donate the 
most needed items which, this year, include: tinned 
meat, fish, fruit and rice puddings , instant noodles 
and rice, sponge puddings , pasta sauces, tinned 
spaghetti , biscuits, tea bags , custard, long life 
milk , cereals, jam , pet food, toiletries, Christmas 
treats and long life bags . 

Students in 10B were tasked with collecting, 
checking and counting items for the Foodbank, and 
so far, have counted 1100 items! There have been 
many generous donations and these will be evenly 
distributed to the Honiton, Seaton and Axminster 
foodbanks. Thank you to everyone who has 
supported this campaign!

Image: Mr Taylor, Technician and Mr Gregson,
delivering 600 items of food to the Honiton food 
bank.



All of Year 7 recently went on their first History trip to 
Totnes where they visited the motte-and-bailey 
castle and had a tour around the town to 
complement their studies on the Battle of Hastings 
and William the Conqueror’s rule of England.

Miles G in 7A has written the following summary:

“We went to Totnes castle because it has the 
remains of a motte-and-bailey castle and we have 
been learning about them lately in History. These 
motte-and-bailey castles were built all over 
England as William the Conqueror had a rebellious 
population who didn’t want him as King, so he built 
these castles to keep the people under control. We 
also saw St. Mary’s church, which is a large church 
built in the 1500s. I also got some good pictures of 
castle. The trip was great fun, and I would love to go 
again.”

Year 7 students were able to experience a 
motte-and-bailey castle; walking up to the keep, 
having lunch in the bailey and even trying to attack 
through the moat! It hopefully demonstrated the 
powerful image and stance of William the 
Conqueror and his Norman knights, including Juhel 
who built Totnes castle.

Totnes Castle Visit

Report by Lucy H, Captain

On Tuesday 9th November, we travelled to Clifton 
College in Bristol to take part in the regional U16 
Hockey finals. To get to the finals, we qualified after 
playing on two separate occasions before - the East 
Devon round and then the Devon round. We won 
our first pool match 1-0 v Clayesmore and then our 
second pool match 2-0 v Whitecross. Unfortunately 
we lost our third pool match 1-2 v Truro High School 
but we had already qualified for the quarter-finals 
before the game. In the quarter finals we played 
King Edward’s, Bath who came top of their pool 
and we won 2-0. This was a fantastic match and we 
went into the semi-final with confidence and 
determination. We played a very strong Hereford 
Cathedral School. We managed to hold them to a 
draw. This meant the dreaded penalty shuffles! 
Unfortunately, we lost 2-3 on ‘sudden death’ 
shuffles to the eventual tournament winners. We 
had a great day and played the best hockey of the 
season so far, it was an amazing all-round team 
performance. Thanks to Miss Shute and Miss 
Birchmore for taking and supporting us. Thank you 
also to our team sponsor, 16A Architecture, who 
funded some smart new training jackets. We love 
them and felt smart wearing them all day. 

Regional U16 Hockey Finals - Clifton 
College



Year 9: A Day at the Rock face

At the start of this half term, all Year 9 students had 
the opportunity to spend the day at Dewerstone on 
Dartmoor, taking part in adventurous activities. The 
aim was to account for the missed opportunities for 
bonding and confidence building that should have 
happened in Year 7, if not for the Covid-19 
pandemic. Freya A from 9O has written up her 
experience of the day:



Freya’s report:

Perhaps because these last few terms have been 
very different to what we might have expected, the 
school has worked hard to address the mental and 
physical health of all students – but most importantly 
for me – Year 9. In the first week of November, my 
year took a trip to Dartmoor, to spend an 
adventurous day away from the busyness of the 
classroom and to try out new activities and, most 
importantly, have lots of fun. Personally, my
favourite was abseiling – I’d never done it before, 
much like many of my friends – but there were so 
many fun things we did it was hard to choose! The 
climbing was exciting: we tried four different rocks 
and they were all different in their own ways which 
made the climbs even more interesting. We walked 
(well, scrambled) up a hill and got beautiful views 
from the top. Altogether, it was a wonderful day, 
giving us new perspectives and providing a 
refreshing change to the stress of class work. It’s 
nice to know that the school cares in this way about 
us, and it meant we got to do interesting and chal-
lenging things beyond the curriculum.  



The Big Colyton Art Show held on 20-21 November 
was the first opportunity to welcome the 
community to the school for a couple of years, and 
was a great success. Visitors enjoyed some 
fantastic art from across the region, as well as 
sculpture, glassware and ceramics, a beautifully 
curated shop, rare books stall and cafe. The event 
made c £24,000, of which nearly half will go to the 
school’s ‘Raising Our Game’ campaign to upgrade 
the all-weather sporting facilities.

Ten Tors

During November, over 50 students from Years 10 
and 12 took part in two day walks which took place 
in the Sidmouth area and on Dartmoor.  On both 
days, the winter weather was kind – dry and sunny, 
if a little colder on the moo. Spirits,however,  
remained high and there was a lot of enthusiasm 
from students for the hike.  All participants 
completed the walks which varied in distance 
between 16 and 20 miles.  I’d like to thank the adult 
volunteers who accompanied the students, their 
experience and positive approach are invaluable to 
the success of these type of activities.

Mrs Byron, Head of Outdoor Learning 
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Former student returns to inspire the 
next generation of linguists

On Monday 6th December, former student Milly 
Kendall, came to visit the sixth form to talk about her 
first term at Oxford University. After completing her 
French A Level last year, Milly is now doing a BA in 
Modern Languages (French and Italian) at Keble, 
one of the largest Oxford colleges. Milly described 
what a typical day looks like for her at Oxford and 
went through the different types of French and 
Italian lessons. She mentioned the different plays, 
poems and authors she has been studying so far, 
talked about her lecturers and student life in Keble. 
Milly also showed us pictures of her College and the 
two libraries in Keble, one of which is dedicated to 
languages with a huge collection of books which as 
we found out is Milly’s favourite place to study. Milly 
then explained to the students, the application
process for applying to Oxford, from writing 
statements, preparing for MLAT entrance tests, to 
finally having online interviews and how to best
 prepare for these. It was a really informative talk for 
our students and will hopefully motivate new 
generations to be the new linguists of tomorrow. If 
you missed the talk and would like to find out more 
or ask any questions, then please get in touch with 
Mr Giraudon, Head of MFL.

Artwork by Maisie R, Year 11 2021



Cambridge Union Debating 
Competition 2021

On Saturday 11th December three Colyton 
Grammar School teams took part in the South West 
regional round of the Cambridge Schools Debating 
Competition:

Maya HE & Mahima N
Lucy E & Izzy S
Scarlett TS & Trystan W

Each team took part in four debates, competing 
against 13 other teams from across the region.

All four teams debated brilliantly, especially 
considering this was their first competition. Maya 
and Mahima did particularly well, finishing second of 
the 16 teams overall, and qualifying for the national 
final. 

A big thank you, also, to Mr Hawkes, English,  for 
his work in helping them prepare.

Mr Wakeling, Head of English and Drama

Together for our planet

Are you passionate about the planet? Year 13 
Linguists at Colyton Grammar School wrote a letter 
to highlight how important it is to protect our 
planet. They also came up with different ideas on 
how to do more to save the environment. A 
selection of letters, in four different languages,  are 
now displayed on Mrs Armour’s environment board 

Image: Cambridge Union Debating Chamber, 
supplied by Cambridge Union

in the Modern Foreign Languages Department. 
Agissons maintenant!



2021 Christmas Carol Service

Sadly, due to the pandemic, the Christmas Carol 
Service, which is always a huge event in the school 
calendar, had to be closed to the public. The service 
did go ahead as planned, behind closed doors to an 
audience of one (video camera). Click on the links 
below to view the Opening and Full service.

Wishing you a merry Christmas from the Colyton 
Grammar School choir.

Christmas Carol 
Service Opening

Full Christmas 
Carol Service

https://youtu.be/PClRLSplYZs
https://youtu.be/3tcjnkU16hY
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Autumn Term
First day of term 8th September 2021

Half term 22nd - 29th October 2021

Last day of term 17th December 2021

Winter holidays 20 December 2021 - 4th January 2022

Further information Staff development days: 6th & 7th September; 22nd October

Spring Term
First day of term 5th January 2022

Half term 21st - 25th February 2022

Last day of term 8th April 2022

Easter/Spring holidays 11th - 22nd April 2022

Summer Term
First day of term 25th April 2022

Half term 30th May - 3rd June 2022

Last day of term 22nd July 2022

Further information Staff development days: 25th & 26th July

Term Dates 2021-2022
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Alternatively, you can visit our website: 
colytongrammar.com for all Term Dates and the 
School Day
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