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We expect our students to thrive and

to excel. We want them to enjoy their
time at Colyton Grammar School.
Their time at school is a precious time
as they learn the skills and values that
will equip them for success at
university; to flourish in their chosen
careers and to blossom in their adult
lives. Our belief is that our curriculum
should be about widening and
developing our knowledge and skills in
life. Our co-curricular programme is
extensive; it aims to provide challenge
and opportunity for exploration and
for the application of knowledge. This
edition of the Colytonian is full of
wonderful examples of this
programme in action and of so many
successes. The students are simply
brilliant – they are a very talented
group of young people supported by a
dedicated team of teachers and
support staff. I am proud of them all.
During the course of this academic
year we have been commended by the
Schools Minister for our outstanding
academic outcomes, we have been
recognised as providing a
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‘Transforming’ education by the
Specialist Schools and academies Trust
and we have been congratulated by
the Regional Schools Commissioner on
our work both in the school and with
our outreach work. We do not rest on
our laurels but follow the same advice
that we give to the students; look for
continual improvement. In
curriculum developments we are
adding the teaching of Mandarin and
Spanish to the core curriculum and our
desire to improve our
pedagogical skills has resulted in four
member of staff becoming Fellows of
the Chartered College of Teaching and
a further five teaching staff working
on nationally accredited professional
courses including the National
Professional Qualification for
Headteachers. In addition, Colyton
Grammar School is accredited to
deliver the National Professional
Qualification for Middle Leaders and
Mr Smith and Mrs Harvey are steering
16 teachers from six different schools
through this course.
Over the next year, we will be
evaluating our use of digital
technologies in teaching and learning.
We aim to prepare our students for
their next steps and we need to better
equip them with a greater knowledge
of new technology and improve the
opportunities to collaborate in their
academic work. Collaboration is very
important as, for example, major

scientific breakthroughs of today are
engineered by teams of scientists
rather than the lone individual; the
days of a Newton or Einstein are
disappearing. This does not mean that
we are abandoning traditional
methods of learning, as they are a
fixed part of the academic success
enjoyed by the students and the
school. In fact, our curriculum is a
knowledge rich curriculum that
provides both breadth and depth. As a
leading educationalist, Tom
Sherrington puts it, we want ‘children
to have more than a general sense of
a topic through vaguely remembered
knowledge encounters… we want
them to amass a body of
declarative and procedural knowledge’.
We will ensure that through a blended
approach to learning, that merges a
traditional approach with the use of
digital learning, we will empower and
energise our students and staff to even
higher levels of performance.
As we look to the future, it is right to
thank those members of staff that
have provided so much to the school
over the past years. This July we
say our goodbyes to Mr Bush who
has been an inspiration teacher and
leader for this school. In addition, we
bid farewell to Mrs Bean, Mr Russell
and Miss Washbrook. May I take this
opportunity to thank them for their
outstanding work and to wish them all
the very best with their next steps.
This has been another important

year of success and improvement. It
began with a brilliant set of results in
the public examinations and then saw
the School benefit from Government
support with awarding of funds from
the Selective School Expansion Fund.
I am very pleased to say that the new
Computer Science teaching rooms are
completed and the new
Mathematics and Wellbeing Centre are
nearing completion.
It is a great privilege to work with such
a talented group of students and staff
and I look forward to another
successful year of growth and
development at Colyton. I hope that
you have a relaxing and enjoyable
summer holiday and I look forward to
seeing you all in September.

Tim Harris BA Hons, FCCT
Headteacher
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NEWS FROM THE BOARD
The summer term is both a time when
Trustees look back to what has been
achieved this year and then look ahead
to the next academic year and the
strategic priorities for the future. There
is a common vision across the Board
that unashamedly aims at providing
an educational experience at Colyton
Grammar School that matches the best
anywhere.
At the risk of sounding clichéd it is
certainly true that in a rapidly
changing world a school cannot
provide the best if it is standing still.
One of the major challenges for
leaders is to move the school forward
but without great turbulence to staff
or students. Looking back, that can be
seen in the way in which major
remodelling of some of the teaching
areas of the school is being achieved
without undermining day-to-day
teaching.
In the course of this year, there has
been a major review of digital
learning. This has been done in a
measured way to achieve the best
value possible including providing both
resource and time for staff
preparation. Over the next year, the
school will move to the
implementation stage.
Schools are under greater financial
pressure than at any time in the last 50
years. It is not simply the level of

funding but, like the health service,
there are raised expectations about
what schools should provide.
Careful stewardship however makes
new developments possible. This term
our first teacher of Mandarin has been
appointed and this was made possible
because school leaders successfully
bid for competitive grant funding.
Careful management is not just about
innovation but also preserving valuable
existing provision. The school has the
biggest Duke of Edinburgh Awards
programme in the South West and
with expansion demand will increase.
The programme thrives because of
the tremendous support of staff and
parent volunteers. This term to ensure
that there is capacity to continue this
work the Board approved the
appointment of a Co-ordinator for the
scheme.
Ofsted has recently published a new
inspection framework for schools.
In the same week, I was involved in
a meeting with the Deputy Director
of Ofsted. The framework refers to a
broad and balanced curriculum
provision. In discussion with the
Deputy Director it was clear that
Ofsted is looking for schools to have a
‘joined up’ curriculum so that students
can make clear links with science,
mathematics and digital
technology and apply this knowledge.
That is exactly the direction that

Colyton has followed in developing its
STEM programme.
In the current funding climate the work
of the Parents’ Association is of crucial
importance to the school and it was
good to meet recently with members
of the PA committee to discuss future
support projects as well as ways to
enrich the dialogue between the PA
and the school.
The Board was delighted to hear that
Christine Pickersgill has been awarded
an MBE for her service to education. It
is a fitting recognition of an
outstanding career and the
contribution that she has made over
the years to Colyton Grammar School.
Mr Barry Sindall, Chair of Trustees
Engaging The School With The Rest of
The World
The world is a noisy place, with news
available 24/7, social media giving
everyone a voice and growing
confusion about what is true news and
what is fake. In the midst of all this,
Colyton must compete to get its voice
heard and find effective ways to
engage with its key stakeholders –
from students, parents and staff to the
local community, partners, funders
and, of course, prospective families.
My background is in PR and
communications for health and

research, so it was perhaps
unsurprising that I have been given the
trustee portfolio which covers PR,
marketing, communications and
fundraising! I have spent the past year
working with the school looking at
ways in which we can do things better.
One of the first things we have done is
to run a survey with parents and
students, included in which are
questions about how we are doing
with communication, what we might
improve and what means of
communicating would be preferred.
We are also planning to update the
school emblem in the way that many
universities have – taking the
traditional coat-of-arms look and
modernising it to reflect both
tradition and forward-thinking. This
will spearhead a wide range of
‘branding’ activity, from a redesign of
printed materials to interior decoration
around the school campus.
Linked to this is a planned
improvement to the school’s website.
The current website was always a
stop-gap between the old site and a
complete revamp. It is early days for
the new website’s development, but
we are looking at a design which better
reflects the uniqueness and qualities
of the school and which is easier and
more intuitive to navigate. The current
ICT upgrade taking place at Colyton
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ENGLISH TRIP TO BEER QUARRY CAVES

will, we hope, allow us to make the
website more interactive via increased
use of social media and the capacity to
send updates and news direct to those
who have expressed an interest in
receiving that information.
Over the next year you can also look
forward to receiving a revamped
Colytonian, and we are working on
extending the already excellent
fundraising activity that takes place
throughout the school.
On an ongoing basis I am delighted to
assist the Head and his team where
good news stories require an extra
boost for greater coverage – from
engaging with educational professional
media to arranging for students to be
interviewed on BBC Spotlight!
I am also the trustees’ link to the PTA,
a role I particularly enjoy especially as
it gives me the opportunity to get to
know the parents of the school.
When I was a student at Colyton
Grammar School between 1976 and
1983, the world of communication was
very different – the school only got its
first computers as I was leaving, and
the worldwide web was barely a
twinkle in the eye of Sir Tim
Berners-Lee! Today, the school is rising
to the challenge of new and innovative
ways of communicating, and I consider

it a privilege to be working with the
management team to make it happen.
Mr Andrew Gould, Trustee

In the week before half term, Year 8
students visited the fascinating Beer
Quarry Caves. The trip links with their
study of J. Meade Falkner’s novel
‘Moonfleet’, and also with their study
of related poetry and writing
connected to subterranean worlds and
life. Whilst primarily an English trip,
the visit encompassed many subject
areas including history, geology,
chemistry and biology. Stylishly
modelling the latest in ‘poncho’
fashions, students learned about the
history of the caves, which date back
to Roman times. The many stories of
the laborious conditions, social division
and human endeavour were absorbing
and will be used by Year 8s to shape
their own writing over the next few
weeks.

Izzie L, Y8 has written a short story
entitled ‘The Empty Place’, inspired by
the visit. Read her story further on in
this edition.
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INVESTMENT CHALLENGE WINNERS
Two teams from Colyton have come
top in the national Student
Investor Challenge competition,
beating 9,369 teams from schools
around the country.
This is the first time that a school has
had two teams in the final and taken
the top two spots. The winning team
from the school – RIJJED, comprising
Year 10 students – is the youngest ever
team to win the overall competition.
The Student Investor Challenge, which
is run by financial education body
The London Institute of Banking and
Finance, seeks to engage young people
with the world of finance through a
trading game. The competition runs
from October to May each year.
The winning teams were:
First place - RIJJED,
a team of boys from Year 10;
Second place - The Default Skins,
a team of boys from Year 13.
Team members from RIJJED have won
an all-expenses paid trip to New York
where they will be interviewed by
CNBC, will ring the bell to open trading
on the New York Stock
Exchange, and have their picture on
the big HSBC screen in Times Square.

Mr Shields, Head of Business and
Economics, said: “Both Colyton teams
took this competition very seriously
and wowed me with their research
and hard work in seeking out value in
shares. Thankfully, the market agreed
with them and both of their portfolios
soared.
Then in the national final, they both
delivered a master class in personal
financial awareness that belied their
youth.”
Mr Harris, Headteacher, added: “We
are immensely proud of our
students’ achievements, and our
congratulations go to them and to
Mr Shields for this outstanding result.
For a state school to gain the top two
spots in a national competition which
has traditionally been dominated by
schools from the independent sector is
truly commendable.”
Alison Pask, Managing Director,
Financial Capability and Community
Outreach, of The London Institute of
Banking and Finance, said, “We run
this competition to reach out to young
people from different communities and
engage them with the world of finance.
Children need to know how the finance
sector works, the impact it has on their
lives now and in the future, and how to
manage money well. We also want to

help young people understand that a
career in finance can be ‘for them’
regardless of their background. That’s
why we run this competition and
provide financial education in schools
around the country.
Colyton Grammar School should be
very proud of their achievement: two
teams in the final, coming first and
second is unheard of, and the
winning team – RIJJED – is the
youngest team ever to win the
Student Investor Challenge.
Impressive!”
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UK INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE
A number of students from across
Years 9 to 11 have recently taken part
in the UK intermediate maths
challenge - Maths Olympiad (Kangaroo
round).
The following certificates were
awarded:
36 Gold Awards
36 Silver Awards
63 Bronze Awards

Mr Harris, Headteacher, presented
Anthony G with his medal and book
prize for coming in the top 50 in the
country (Pictured right). Also in the
photo are Ben G (Distinction) and Liam
T (Merit).
Two other students not present took
part in the Maths Olympiad - Simon M
(Merit) and Aron A (Distinction).

Of these we had 37 invited to the
follow-on rounds.

The winning team of the regional
round of the UK maths team
challenge were:
Anthony G
Robin H
Kevin J
William R

The team will travel to London in June
for the national final.
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TEN TORS
A huge well done and
congratulations to all of our Ten Tors
champions for completing the
gruelling challenge on Dartmoor
earlier this term. Teams took part in
the 35, 45 and 55 mile events and
every single one of them did us
extremely proud.
Thank you and well done also to
Mrs Lear, Mr Smith, Mr Mould and all
the other staff and helpers who helped
our teams along the way.

8
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COME BACK AND INSPIRE
Students were recently treated to an
enriching talk from ex-student
Hannah Thompson, as part of the
school’s ‘come back and inspire’
programme. Hannah had recently
returned from a nine-month project
working in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. Hannah explained that she
had been working for the humanitarian
organisation Médecins Sans Frontières
as a French speaking midwife on a
project called Kimbi-Lulenge, a project
set up to provide vital and lifesaving
medical support to pregnant women
living there.
Hannah described life in the Congo,
its history and geography and gave us
an overview of the complexities that
come with living and working in such
an inhospitable habitat. Nothing comes

VISITING AUTHOR
easy in the Congo, especially when
travelling across its vast landscape.
The students took the opportunity to
ask Hannah a number of
questions like: How did you start
learning French? What was your daily
life like in the Congo? What will your
next project be? Are you going to
return there? How did you end up
working there?
Hannah answered many more
questions like this and told the group
that she will be starting a new job as
a midwife at Sheffield hospital later in
the year. She commented that she is
looking forward to being able to talk to
women who will understand her rather
than trying to converse with local
women in Swahili (a common tongue

used in East Africa as a language for
communication between various
nationalities and ethnic groups).
Hannah will undoubtedly return to
humanitarian work in the future.
Our students thought her account was
really inspiring and it has given them a
lot of food for thought.

At the end of last term,
award-winning writer, Cynan Jones,
inspired A-Level English Literature
students with an engaging talk and
enjoyable writing workshop.
The event, which was held in the
school Library was very well received
by the students and we look forward
to Cynan visiting us again for more
inspiring workshops in the future.
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POLYPS

MARIO KART

Year 8 students have been
investigating coral as part of their unit
about tropical oceans, so under the
direction of class teacher, Mrs
Rawlings, decided to make some
incredible edible polyps to fully
understand the anatomy of coral reefs.

A big thank you to everyone who was
involved in the Sixth Form Mario Kart
event held earlier this term. From the
Maths department helping to set up,
the site staff and the IT crowd,
everyone involved made it work.
Thank you also goes to Mr Shields,
who’s commentary is now something
of a crowd favourite! And a very
special mention to Ren P, Kiko K, and

The group learnt not only how
corals feed, but also how they
protect themselves from predators!
The class then ate them like
parrot-fish!

DUKE OF EDINBURGH

NATIONAL FINAL OF THE GERMAN SPELLING BEE

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award South
West Annual Statistical Review for
2018/19 has once again listed
Colyton as having the highest number
of awards achieved in Devon and the
third highest school overall. This is an
fantastic achievement and I can’t thank
everyone enough for their time, help
and support with the award.

Earlier this month, Madame
Armour took a small group of Year
7 to University of Cambridge for the
National Final of The
German Spelling Bee. Despite some
fierce competition Ella K, Year 7, took
second place.

Miss Birchmore

Mr Harris, Headteacher, said, “Thank
you to Madame Armour for her
leadership and hard work and also to
Ella - what a wonderful achievement.”

Kitty S, who dreamed up the event and
did almost all of the organisation.
The event raised £143.70 for Médecins
sans Frontières, a truly worthy cause.
Despite all the staff being absolutely
shamed at gaming, fun was definitely
the winner.
Mr Clayton, Head of Year 13
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FRENCH EXCHANGE – YEARS 9 - 10
On Wednesday 15 March, we
departed for the return leg of the
French Exchange with our partner
school Notre Dame de Mongré in Lyon.
After some delay at Birmingham
Airport, we all arrived safely at the
Saint Exupery airport in Lyon where
our students were greeted by a French
Mexican wave from their penfriends
and their families. The group then
went their separate ways to relax with
their exchange families for the
evening.
On Thursday, we visited Lyon. First we
went to the Basilica, climbed all the
way to the top roof where we were
able to enjoy the wonderful views of
the city. Then, we went to the older

parts of the city where we explored
the narrow streets and discovered
secret passages which led from one
street to another. These are called
‘traboules’ in France and one can
admire the Italian architecture in the
design of interior courtyards. Students
were also treated to a delicious ice
cream by the French teachers. A great
first day under the French sun!
The next day both the French and
English students were treated to a visit
to Touro Parc Zoo. On arrival they were
asked to take part in a quiz involving
both languages. Both groups were able
to use the activity to learn and teach
each other new words like “flamant

rose” for flamingo. After lunch, the
group went on to explore the zoo on
their own and go on the many
different attractions available on site.
Some nice moments were shared here
with their exchange partners. Students
then returned to their host families
for the weekend to explore the region
further with them.

took our students to an indoor market
in the town centre where they were
able to practise speaking French. The
students were given a list of
questions which they had to answer
whilst looking around. Benjamin,
Wolfgang and John came joint first in
this little competition and won the
prize of some local fruit.

On Monday, we went to Villefranche
where the school of Mongré is located.
Students started lessons at 8am and
then at 9am were given a guided tour
of the school. The tour included
visiting the school’s chapel, the cellar,
the archives room and a detailed
history about the buildings. Then we

At 11am, we walked to the “mairie”
(town hall) and were given a
welcoming speech by the lady in
charge of culture. Students were also
spoilt with some brioche, drinks and a
souvenir bag. Following this welcome,
we headed back to the school to have
lunch in the canteen or at their host
family’s home for students residing
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locally. In the afternoon, students
experienced two English lessons. In the
first one, they were able to converse
with other students in a mix of French
and English on a variety of topics. In
the second, they took part in a Franco
English quiz about general
knowledge. After this experience, they
then followed their exchange to a third
lesson before going home. A great day
enjoyed by all and a great opportunity
for students to get first-hand
experience of how a French school
works.
On Tuesday our students spent the day
in Lyon. They walked along the Rhône
river where we admired some
interesting modern buildings like the
Euro News headquarters. Then,
students spent some free time in a
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shopping mall before going to the
‘musée des confluences’. We were
given a guided tour of the museum
before heading into the city centre.
Students enjoyed their packed lunch in
a little nearby square and then spent
an hour exploring the streets of Lyon.
We saw the Opera House, the Hotel
de Ville and we could see the Basilica
from a distance. The sun shone all day.
We spent our last day doing an
orienteering race around the grounds
of the school in the morning. Then, we
took our students to the town centre
of Villefranche for a treasure hunt in
French and English. Students were able
to practise their language skills as they
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had to ask locals to answer some of
their questions. After this, we walked
back to the school to have lunch
before boarding the coach to go to the
airport. The departure brought some
tears on both sides with some last
minute photos and lots of goodbyes
shouted through the coach
windows. It was a great experience
for our students both linguistically
and culturally. They were able to learn
a lot about the French culture, taste
different foods and gain confidence in
speaking the language. Lots of
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memories to share with friends and
family. “Tout le monde a passé un bon
moment en France et tout le monde
était content de rentrer pour retrouver
sa famille”.
Mr Giraudon, Head of MFL
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YOUNG POETRY PRIZE WINNER

ARCTIC LIVE

Kitty F, Year 9, recently entered the
Thomas Hardy young poetry prize
(aged 13 - 18) launched by The
National Trust. Her poem, entitled
‘Reading “A Wife in London’’, which
was based on work she had been doing
in her English class, won first prize!

Reading ‘A Wife in London’
by Kitty F

Year 8 Geography link up to polar
research team in Svalbard.

I read a Hardy poem once, whilst
chewing a Polo in class.
My teacher spoke of assonance and
how to grab the reader fast.

Dozens of entries were submitted to
the three judges of the competition,
from young people all over Dorset.

Every word, a shard of bone,
butchered and cold.
The way the poem loved to drone
made it tedious to be told.

As part of their studies into Oceans,
Year 8 Geographers took part in an
Expert Interview on Ocean plastics
with Dr Ceri Lewis a Senior Lecturer
in Marine Biology at the University
of Exeter. Our students learnt about
her research into micro-plastics in the
Arctic and beyond. Students had the
opportunity to put their own
questions to Ceri while she was
carrying out research at the Arctic
research base in Svalbard. Four
students from Colyton had a name
call and got their specific questions
answered by Dr Ceri Lewis live from
the Arctic research station.

The judges, Dr Faysal Mikdadi,
Academic Director of the Thomas
Hardy Society, Professor Angelique
Richardson of Exeter University, and
musician and writer Virginia Astley,
praised Kitty’s poem for its wit, depth
and poetic passion.

Until I saw that dismantled skeleton
rise,
each phrase, passionate like stars in
Dorset’s skies.
Tragedy was layered, tempting as
fondant on a cake,
irony oozing from the centre, a sour
gooseberry bake.
I adored every letter that surfaced as I
read,
rhythmic and beautiful, like a sea
inside my head.
The brutal tale that lashed like waves
on rocks, ripped my feelings apart.
And now that monumental poem holds
a grip upon my heart.
Thomas Hardy’s poem was so dark,
intense and utterly cruel.
Thomas Hardy’s poem was the best
thing I ever read at school.

This year’s Arctic live involved over
15,000 students from 21 countries

with the aim of connecting students to
expedition scientists in order to ignite
curiosity, develop deeper
understanding of our oceans and to
inspire future careers.
The Geography department looks
forward to continuing our links with
EncounterEdu /Arctic Live next year.
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THE JAMES DYSON CHALLENGE

ISAAC PHYSICS SENIOR PHYSICS CHALLENGE

As part of Science Week, Year 7 took
part in a Dyson challenge to design,
engineer and test a cardboard boat
capable of sailing in a straight line and
supporting mass. The overall winning
team (pictured) from 7Elm consists
of Ewan, Alice, Molly and Hope. Their
boat, Titanic II, Supported a mass of
11.5kg and featured an innovative
series of supporting slats within the
structure. Well done budding
engineers of the future!

Huge congratulations to Robin A, Year
12. Robin has received a Ruby award in
the Isaac Physics Senior
Physics Challenge from the University
of Cambridge, putting him in the top
120 students internationally.
Mr Clayton, teacher of Physics, said,
“Robin prepared for and entered this
competition himself and we are
incredibly proud of him. Well done.”

TCS OXFORD COMPUTING CHALLENGE
Congratulations to Simon M,
Year 12, who achieved second
place in the TCS Oxford
Computing Challenge Senior
Category! With over one
hundred thousand entries
received in this year’s
competition this is an incredible
achievement.
Simon travelled to the University
of Oxford with his family to
receive his prize.
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UPDATE ON FORMER STUDENT GERARD M

SPORTS LEADERSHIP

We are delighted to have received an
update on tetraplegic former student
Gerard M, following the school’s
fundriasing activities for him last year.

The Year 12 Students have come to the
end of their Community Sports
Leadership course. They are
completing their voluntary hours at
community clubs and being trained
in ‘Emergency First Aid at Work’. They
will celebrate their achievements with
a day on the water at Axe Vale Canoe
Club. Also, Year 10 students have
volunteered this term to run Primary
School Athletics, Mini-tennis, Cricket
and Orienteering events. They have
energised and inspired over 300 local
children.

Here is close friend Abi’s report:
Gerard is now about to complete his
studies at the University of Exeter and
he couldn’t have done it without the
help from Colyton students, staff and
the wider community. He now just has
to hand in his dissertation and then
will graduate. Gerard will then go on to
Edinburgh University to study a
Masters in linguistics this September.
Gerard and his family were hugely
grateful for Colyton’s support!”
Mrs Bauer said, “ Gerard is so
inspirational because although he
experienced a profound, severely
life-changing injury, he somehow found
the mental resilience and positivity to
continue and complete his University
undergraduate Degree.
He has been assisted by two incredible
friends - Alex J and Abi P, who have
been so fundamental in raising the
funds needed for the care and
equipment Gerard required to continue
his studies at Exeter. All three friends
have set such an amazing example of
rising to the challenge of adversity and
the value of genuine friendships. We
are extremely proud.”

Mrs Harris, Teacher of PE and
Axe Valley Schools Sports Co-ordinator,
said, “As always I would like to say
a huge thank you to all the students
who have regularly volunteered this
year at PE clubs, Community Clubs and
Primary School events.”
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YEAR 7 ADVENTURE DAY
In the first week of June, Year 7 went
on an adventure day to Dartmoor.
Three challenging activities had been
organised, gorge walking, rock
climbing, and abseiling. The first
activity for half the class was gorge
walking, where we faced strong
currents, tight squeezes and raging
waterfalls. Once kitted out with
wetsuits and safety equipment all
quickly made their way down to the
river. Some were reluctant to get in,
but after some brief splashing from the
instructors all quickly found
themselves wet through and ready to
go. It was a great way to help everyone
relax and feel part of it all.
We then started heading upstream
against the flow being careful to
choose our path and avoid slippery
rocks. Time whizzed by and after what
seemed like a few minutes, but was in
fact a couple of hours the group found
themselves by a huge rock/waterslide.
Many of us were given the chance
to go behind the waterfall and look
through the watery curtain, which was
an amazing experience. In all this
activity was super fun and everyone
enjoyed themselves, including Mr
Robinson.
Next up was lunch by the river. All
were ravenous at this point and tucked
in to a variety of packed lunches in

the beautiful surroundings of Shaugh
Bridge at the base of Dewerstone
Rocks.
The post lunch set of activities
consisted of a group swap and a rock
climb/abseil. With high rocks, small
tunnels and the hot sun, the afternoon
proved a challenge for many, but all
Year 7 students worked together using
specialist equipment and plenty of
encouragement to see the challenge
through. The view from the top was
incredible and well worth the tricky
ascent. Now to get down! The
instructors explained how to use the
ropes so we could abseil down safely
from the clifftop. There were lots of
crevices and some hidden and
unexpected drops so plenty of nervous
students waiting their turn. In the end
with the help and expertise of the
instructors, all made it back down
safely. For many it was a new
experience and one that everyone will
remember for a very long time. The
end of the day was near! Tired but
happy Year 7s went back to the
minibuses and shared their
memories of the day. Everyone agreed
they had thoroughly enjoyable
adventure and were very grateful to all
staff that helped make it happen. We
hope that all future Year 7’s enjoy their
day on Dartmoor.
Student reporter Isabel G, 7O
Supported by Ottilie B-P and Rosa L, 7O
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BUILDING A GURWARA

RPE FAITH SPEAKERS

As part of their religious studies, Year 7
were asked to create a Gurdwara - the
place where Sikhs come together for
congregational worship. Here are some
of the students accounts of the lesson.

The RPE department has been very
fortunate to have two faith
speakers in to speak to Years 8 and
9. Year 8 have been studying the key
beliefs of Christianity including
atonement, resurrection and
incarnation. Reverend Trew and
Reverend Hitchcock both came in to
speak to the year group about
Christianity. The Year 8’s had lots of
questions to do with subjects such
as religion and science, miracles, the
purpose of the incarnation and
ethical issues. Our speakers responded
extremely well and the students
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

The class was tasked to design a
Gurdwara for Sikhs and either create
a floor plan or a small model. One
main point about the task was that it
couldn’t be anything like a real
Gurdwara.
After a lot of research, I learnt that
SEVA (prayer) is one thing that Sikhs
try to do whilst at work as well as in
their free time. I learnt that music is
very important to them as it helps
them teach their beliefs to others and
also, about their Guru - Granth Sahib
(the holy book). As a class we talked
about the skill of incorporating
eachings into physical things that you
can see and touch and then portray
this into our designs, so I was
challenged to think about how to do
that.
I really enjoyed working in a group and
using our knowledge to create
something imaginative.
Student reporter Rebecca L, Year 7

In Year 9, Alayasri from the Triratna
Buddhist order came in to speak to
the classes who have been studying
Buddhist teachings. From Alayasri we
learnt how important the first precept
is to a Buddhist. This precept states
that humans should avoid harming
living beings. She explained how
difficult it can be to apply this precept
to some situations such as abortion.
We also learnt how turning to Buddhism and practising for thirty years
had affected her values and her
personality. The students asked a
range of questions including asking
about rebirth, enlightenment and
how Alayasri became a Buddhist.
The students valued the experience
because it helped them to realise how
the Buddha’s teachings actually impact
on the life of a believer. As well as this,

they realised that there is a great deal
of diversity amongst Buddhists in the
way that they apply the teachings to
their lives.
We are hugely grateful for the time
given up by our guest speakers to
speak to our students and thank them
very much for supporting the learning
of the students so well.
Mrs Swait, Head of RPE
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SEATON MARSHES
All Year 7 students spent a half-day at
our local National Nature Reserve,
Seaton Marshes. Here they received a
talk on the importance of conservation
in their local area by the East Devon
Education Rangers and explored the
wide array of different habitats that
are managed there. These include
Colyford Common which is regularly
flooded by high tides, so this
salt-marsh has very unusual flora and
fauna, supporting many locally rare
and nationally important species.
Black hole marsh is a saline lagoon on
what was previously a drained
agricultural field, The Environment
Agency worked with a local
engineering company to devise an
innovative self-regulating tidal
exchange gate, allowing water of just
the right salinity to enter the lagoon in
order to provide conditions needed for
the invertebrates which feed the vast
array of wetland birds.

Students also debated the ethics of the
conservation strategy of culling mink
to protect the endangered water vole
population.
The highlight of the visits was
undoubtedly the hands-on sampling,
where all students got into a stream
and collected a range of vertebrates
and invertebrates which allowed them
to rate the biological health of the
stream using the species as
bioindicators. They then used sweep
nets to collect invertebrates from a
diverse range of habitats and
micro-habitats. Follow-up work has
been completed back in the classroom
presenting their findings.
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THE EMPTY PLACE
This story was inspired by the Year 8
English trip to Beer Quarry Caves.
He walks slowly, dawdling in the early
morning sun, a soft summer breeze
rustling through the trees and
hedgerows. Butterflies drift silently
from flower to flower, and the
swallows twist away from the pair of
buzzards that wheel and soar in the
strengthening dawn light. He slows
his pace even more, breathing in the
scents of the morning, the tang of
freshly turned soil, the sharp smell of
the wild garlic, crushed under the heel
of a heavy boot.As the grit in the lane
cracks, a soft sigh escapes his lips as he
realises that darkness is always
inevitable for him. But for now, he
decides, he will take his time and listen
to the birdsong that is so different from
the silence that always faces him.
At home, his wife thinks of him, and his
fellow quarrymen, and prays.
He thinks of his wife as the warmth on
the back of his neck increases, and as
the lane briefly turns cold. He glances
up, and is relieved to see that the small
cloud over the sun is already passing.
He wants to make the most of the light,
the light before the dark. He dreams of
his small house, of the sparse
furnishings, which he still calls home.
Maybe, he thinks, it is the people inside
it that make it a home. He thinks about
how easily he loses himself in strange

ideas that would seem even stranger if
they were spoken out loud. Maybe it is
a good thing that he walks alone every
morning – and back again alone under
the soft glow of the moon and stars.
He drags his wandering mind away
from these thoughts and focuses once
again on the sounds of life that hum all
around him.
The shadows lengthen as the mouth of
darkness closes in, muffling all sounds,
chilling blood and bones. The steady
shattering of rock rings in his ears as
he walks deeper underground as he
walks further away from the life he left
outside – the life he always leaves
outside. The stench of sweat and
candles clings to the very air; the dust
catches in the back of his throat,
suffocating.
As he presses himself against the cold
stone, the noise and heat twist his
mind into dark corners. He imagines
the crawling shadows are floating
towards him, claws extended, teeth
bared. Rationality is slipping away
from him and the pickaxe in his hand is
heavy as he swings it at the monsters
crouched on the limestone blocks. The
pale glow of tiny flames turn people
into sallow-skinned ghosts, smudges
of black dust blurring their edges. The
bats occasionally flit over his head, as
fast and tormented by the noise as his
thoughts. A hand taps his shoulder,
asking him to help with the heavy

horses dragging the blocks of stone
up into the world above, and he thinks
about how it really is a whole different
world. The steady tread of the animal
settles him, as does the clear, fresh air
as the twisting passages disappear
behind him.
He overhears the conversation as he
draws closer, only snatches. He takes
no notice.
The men by the spoil pile are muttering
about the use of explosives in the upper caves. It doesn’t concern him. They
know what they are doing. He
concentrates on getting the horse
safely up the hill and he knows that he
must return to the caves to continue
his work. But he slows, pausing to
draw the blue sky down into his tight,
dusty lungs.
Once the horse has been returned,
he goes back to his corner, the candle
burning low, flickering weakly, as if it
too has given up hope of fighting the
dark shadows. He almost laughs as he
realises that he too might have given
up hope: a candle burnt down to the
bottom of its wick.
The rest of the day passes as usual. The
hammering of metal drowns out the
constant drip of the water, a reminder
that time is only imaginary in this
maze.

No one hears the warning that is
screamed. Accidents happen. He blocks
the cry from his head. The noise is
dismissed by everyone else around
him, and he hacks away at what seems
like the very foundations of his world.
Surely no one is to blame? It was just a
mistake.
But a costly one to make.
Now there are souls trapped, in
shadows, but they won’t ever see the
swallows twisting away from
wheeling buzzards, or the lazy
butterflies. They won’t ever smell tangy
soil, or sweet wild garlic. All they will
have for company will be the cold
silence that is always there, the still
darkness that nothing can illuminate.
His wife cries as she faces the empty
seat at the table.
Izzie L, 8O
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FORMER ASSISTANT HEAD RETIRES
Can you tell us about when you
started, and some of your earliest
memories? I started in 1992. I had
visited the school during the summer
of 1991 when I was on holiday in the
Axe Vale Cara-van Park. I noticed there
was a fete on, only a mile away. Here.
It was raining, so the fete was inside. I
remember the bookstall in the rather
impressive, vaguely art deco Drama
Studio. I also remember my first
assembly. I was wearing a very fetching sleeveless pullover, striped with
various colours. Sheer sartorial elegance. Walking back to the form room
afterwards, I heard a girl ask, “Who’s
our form tutor then?” And another girl
replied, “Oh, it’s him in the orange tank
top.”
Can you tell us about some of the
characters you’ve worked with over
the years? I remember one or two
farmers’ sons, who were not too keen
on “the academic”, trying to read
Shake-speare. I accidentally locked one
of them in the book cupboard for ten
minutes. He was a big lad. Teachers?
Well, they’re all characters aren’t they?
So, how many schools have you taught
at? Only two – five years in
Morecambe, Lancashire and 27 years
here. I did spend two years in a
“council stores” while doing A-Levels at
night school.
How do the two schools compare?

Well, when I left that school, I
wondered if I had done the right thing
as I was not sure about grammar
schools. My first school ‘lost’ students
to the Lan-caster “selectives”.
Nevertheless, three of the most
talented students I’ve ever taught were
there. Anyway, we wanted to move to
this end of the country for family
reasons, so that took precedence.
I have since understood that there
is room for many different types of
institution in education. Many students
from Working Class backgrounds like
mine have had their opportunities
transformed by coming here. Both my
children benefited from being here
enormously.
What are some of the best changes
you have seen at the school? One of
the best changes was employing me
as Assistant Headteacher! I had been
the Head of English for 16 years, so
the change re-energised me. It also
coincided with my children going to

university, so I had more time and
energy to focus on my commitment
to the role. I was coming in early and
leaving late, and thoroughly
enjoying the challenges, especially
working with other schools, trying to
problem-solve, trying to help
colleagues. I felt as though I had really
helped the development of the school
at that time, so that was very
satisfying. As was briefly (one year!)
attaining the title “Deputy Head”. It
made my mother very proud. There
have been some great changes at the
school and, no doubt, there are many
more to come.
And the worst changes? Probably
getting rid of Turkey Twizzlers and salt
in the canteen. That’s a joke, by the
way. And now, instead of salt, some
students put piles of cheese on their
chips! I would only allow it on “chip
Friday” of course. I’d also like to
mention here Duncan, Fran and
colleagues in Take Five who were very
helpful to me in my previous role,
organising meetings of our partner
schools and running courses here. They
gained a south-west-wide reputation
for the school as the place to go to get
fed well! Mr Hutchings and his team
have also been incredibly
accommodating whenever I’ve asked
for help. As have all non-teaching
colleagues without whom the school
would not run so smoothly. Thanks are
due to all of them.

What are some of your fondest
memories? I have many fond
memories. There are many members
of staff who I will miss, and many who
have moved on over the years, who
have been great friends. When you’re
in a place for 50 hours and more a
week, you get to know people very
well and build up friendships, some of
which have lasted for a quarter of a
century. Also the students, who 99% of
the time have been tolerant, fun,
talented and kind. There have only
been one or two members of the
awkward squad. But the ethos of the
school has always been so strong,
that they ‘come round’ to the Colyton
way in the end. And that’s even more
satisfying in some ways. The prodigals
returneth. It is always nice to see
students develop over time.
What would you have done if you
weren’t a teacher? In primary school,
my teacher asked us about our secret
ambition. All of my mates had written
“footballer”, but I had written “chef”. In
the 1960s in Melton Mowbray, a
pizzeria would have been considered
exotic. The only restaurants would
have been a place for roast beef, and
a chip shop. That was it. I was aware
that 60s food was deeply ordinary. I
think I’m all right at cooking, but the
ten or so dishes I know are all similar;
essentially variations on cottage pie.
My basic ingredient is mince. I once
wrote a poem about it. It’s awaiting
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publication.
Auctioneering was another. For my
18th birthday, I went to an auction,
and hadn’t gone to an-other for forty
years until I started going recently. I
was clearly in touch with the zeitgeist
for cooking and auction tv
programmes. I must be a visionary!
What have some of your favourite
assemblies been? All of them! A
collected edition of my assemblies will
be published soon, on my blog, if I ever
get around to having a blog. Perhaps
we could raise money for the school’s
latest ventures through selling copies.
What’s the most important message
that you think you’ve ever driven home
in an assembly? (Other than tuck your
shirt in!) I think tucking your shirt in
or having skirts the right length is very
important. If a school has a uniform,
you enforce it. It’s not about telling
people off in a vicious kind of way. You
remind people in the corridors, and
students realise there’s a frame-work
of discipline without you being nasty
to anybody. It’s a friendly reminder to
behave your-self. “Who do you think
you are? Wee Willy Winky?” bellowed
down the corridor was a favourite; I
borrowed that from Mr Smith but like
to think I was the populariser. It’s good
pour en-courager les autres. Apart
from looking smart, it shows there are
parameters and rules in all
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organisations, and you sometimes
have to follow them. Go to Oxford and
there are times when you have to wear
a uniform. Expectations and Excellence.
Discipline with a gentle touch.
Another great message was from King
Lear: Let us now Forget and Forgive.
How would you want to be
remembered by students, say, 50
years from now? Not sure I de-serve
to be remembered, really. For what it’s
worth, my view on the world is that
we should try to lessen the difficulties
that human existence can bring with
it. We can’t really be sure why we’re
here, but we might as well try to enjoy
it while we are without hurting others,
if we can. That’s why many students
aspire to be doctors (unless it’s for the
money or status). You must be moral
about teaching, as in all aspects of life.
So, to answer your question properly,
if a memory lingers for anyone, I’d like
to be remembered as someone who
tried to be caring but also encouraged
discipline and therefore, ultimately,
self-discipline.
Is there a message you’d like to
convey to students? I will paraphrase
a Nobel Laureate, who said something
like: “Don’t let ideas be your maps.”
Don’t think life is about following one
rigid view because you’ve read it in a
book or been told it by an ‘expert’, or
because someone else is doing it. You

should have an honest, sceptical, moral
and sincere view of the world. It should
be consistent and not just following
ideas for the sake of it. Whether I
actually come anywhere near living up
to my own advice, I seriously doubt.
Lastly, I also have a message for
parents who may read this. Many
thanks are due to you for your
support, kindness and understanding
over the years, especially when I have

POINTLESS
The Year 12 senior prefect team
recently organised and held a Colyton
POINTLESS competition for the staff
and charged the students to watch
the show. So far over £150 has been
raised. There are a few more donations
to be collected so we expect this total
to rise before the end of the term.
All proceeds collected from the event
will go towards a deserving charity and
we look forward to reporting on which
charity the team decide to support
shortly.
Huge congratulations must go to Mrs
Bean and Mr Mould for their winning
performance. Their obscure knowledge
astounded the crowd and even scored
them a number of pointless answers.

been rambling incoherently on at
Parents’ Evenings.
We would like to thank Mr Bush for
everything he has contributed to
Colyton, and wish him all the best in
his retirement.
Student interviewers Alex Brocksom
and Longyin Lai 12Wa
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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
On Wednesday 19 of June, seven
Colyton students and four university
students jetted off from Bristol Airport
to sunny Geneva to spend a week as
non-governmental organisation (NGO)
delegates for the first week of the 41st
session of the Human Rights Council.

been taking young people to UN
sessions for 15 years) and ran through
their speeches with the whole group
for the first time. Over the week, these
evening debriefs allowed students
to practice, redraft and refine their
speeches in time for their event.

On Thursday, after breakfast at the
shopping mall opposite the hotel,
sstudents met with the director of
The International Geneva Welcome
Centre’s (CAGI), whose mission is “to
facilitate the installation and
integration in Geneva of international
civil servants, members of permanent
missions, consulates, NGOs,
Multinational Corporations, as well as
their families.”

After a long day the group quickly
posed for photos in front of the
famous lines of flags and then took
the bus to one of the parks next to the
lake of Geneva to meet up with of the
university student’s dad, who is Chair
of the UN Subcommittee on the
Prevention of Torture and the rest of
the committee for a picnic dinner.

They then went to the Palais de
Nations to pick up their all-access UN
passes. With this special pass, students
could access any meeting open to
delegates in the whole Palais de
Nations.
After lunch at the UN Cafeteria,
students walked around the building
and got to know their way around the
place! However, even after a week of
walking around, several students still
got lost in the basement levels!
After a long day of observing meetings,
students had their first debrief with
Zarin Hainsworth OBE and Soroush
Fadaei (the two organisers, who have

The next day, students met with the
Director of the Bahá’í International
Community Office in Geneva and
learnt about the beliefs of this
community and their persecution in
Iran. The group then returned to the
UN and were lucky to witness a new
international treaty being signed to
eliminate violence and harassment
in the world of work, sponsored by
the International Labour Organisation
(ILO).
The group networked throughout the
week and everybody’s confidence had
improved by the end of the week. At
the end of the ILO meeting, the group
spoke with Juan Somavia, former
president of the ILO (1999-2012) and
told him about the problems they were
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each speaking about.
The group were then lucky enough to
sit in on the annual meeting of the UN
Special Rapporteurs. The group split up
and each sat next to somebody from a
different NGO to broaden their circles.
On Saturday, our students visited the
botanical gardens and took some
lovely photos for the albums. They
then walked around the lakeside Science Museum and had a picnic lunch
in the park. On the walk out to the
lighthouse to see Geneva’s famous
140m fountain, the heavens opened,
and the group was soaked head to toe.
Sheltering in the boat station while
the skies cleared up, the gang played a
lovely game of I spy while waiting for a
boat across the lake. Crossing the lake,
to another park the group debriefed,
sheltering from the now sweltering
sun.
Sunday saw two students giving their
speeches at a joint Ethical Business
Building the Future (EBBF),
Organisation of Women in International Trade (OWIT) and National Alliance
of Women’s Organisations (NAWO)
meeting titled “Global Governance:
Voices of Young People”.
Ted - “The need for global response
to human rights violations: case study
Belarus” and Zach - “Climate Justice:
Business as usual?”

Later in the day, the group walked
around Geneva, and then returned to
the CAGI building for a workshop on
prostitution led by Zarin and another
debrief.

students spoke at an event entitled,
“Vision Voices: The voice of young
women on VAWG,” sponsored by
National Alliance of Women’s
Organisations (NAWO).

On Monday, Anton, Signe and Tom
spoke at an event titled “Child Widows:
A Human Rights Violation,” sponsored
by Widows Rights International (WRI)
Global Fund for Widows and Pacific
Rim Institute for Development and
Education.

Izzy - “Agenda 2030 - mechanism to
stop VAWG”
Maddie – “VAWG & rural girls”

Anton - “Child widows: gaps,
challenges and solutions”
Signe - “Denial of education for girls”
Tom - “The right to development
education for child widows”
After the event, students split up into
groups and went to different events,
including the main Human Rights
Council session, Human Rights in
China, Human Rights in Yemen, Human
Rights in China: Abandoned girls and
widows, UN Women and Adolescents
and Youths: Advancing the Agenda.
The group then attended the opening
of the World Press Photo Exhibition in
the Serpentine Bar and Tom and Anton
took a photo with Catalina
Martin-Chico, one of the
photographers.
Tuesday saw our two remaining

After the event, students attended
a high-level panel on preparing for
climate change and disasters and Tom’s
question, “How do you propose that
nations work with civil society to form
an organised response to climate
disasters?” submitted via an online
pigeonhole was put to the panel.
On their last day, our students
attended as many meetings as
possible and networked like crazy,
trying to make the most of their last
day as NAWO YWA and WRI Delegates.

Students attended a panel titled
Enforced Disappearances and were
lucky to be able to speak to Catherine
Constantides afterwards, a human
rights defender fighting for the
Saharawi People of Western Sahara.
Western Sahara is a country currently
occupied by Morocco and its residents
have been split up and tortured every
day for over ten years.
Two students, Tom and Anton have
since been in touch with Catherine
about working with her out in Western
Sahara.
Later in the day, students also attended
panels on “Anti-torture and
technology,” “Youth and climate rights”
and “Climate Change: It is happening
here, it is happening now - Fighting
climate change through international
solidarity.”
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At the end of the day students
attended the art exhibition opening
of an Icelandic artist and her work,
inspired by the threat of climate
change, hosted by the Prime Minister
of Iceland, Katrín Jakobsdóttir.

Ted W – “This experience at the UN has
put into perspective the current issues
facing our world and stressed their
urgency. It has really encouraged me to
take an ethical stand in order to make
tangible change.”

At the end of an amazing week, the
students arrived at the airport in
plenty of time, only to find their flight
was delayed!

Izzy R – “This trip has not only allowed
me to learn so much about the
infrastructure of the UN but has given
me the opportunity to develop so many
of my personal skills for example
presentation and communication.”

Student testimonials:
Anton T – “The week at the UN has
opened my eyes to the problems that
we are currently facing today, most of
them new to me. The trip has not only
allowed me to develop my ‘soft’ skills
like networking and presenting but
has also potentially changed my entire
career plan. If anyone ever has the
opportunity to take part in this trip, I
wholeheartedly recommend it.”
Signe R – “It has inspired me to
continue educating myself and others
on issues in the world.”
Tom F – “This experience has enabled
be to develop a wide range of skills,
including presenting networking and
public speaking. It also gave me an
insight into the workings of
international organisations as well as
showing me what I can do to try and
make a positive change in the world”

Zach H – “It has been an incredible experience at the UN: seeing laws being
implemented and being able to have
an active role to question and challenge delegates was exciting and really
gave us an insight into international
relations. I now would like to work in
an area involving humanitarian aid or
diplomacy.”
Maddie T – “This experience has given
me the unique opportunity to be able
to speak with a range of experts in
their field, developing my confidence
as well as widening my knowledge of
world issues, whilst being able to share
my own views and experiences. I have
learnt so much about the workings
of international politics and how to
involve myself within these areas.”
Student reporter Anton T, Year 12

question a panel of experts tried to
answer on the BBC Radio 4 show –
Women’s Hour. The panel consisted of
five influential women - Dr Helen
Arthur, University of Cambridge
Historian; Viv Groskop, Journalist and
Author; Tina Daheley, BBC Presenter;
Isabel Spearman, Fashion Consultant;
and Colyton’s very own Head of
History, Mrs Bauer.
BBC WOMEN’S HOUR
Tailored suits, uniforms or jeans – Do
you dress up or down for work? Does
what you wear matter? That was the

LONDON VITALITY 10K
Following her interview with the BBC,
Mrs Bauer took part in the London
Vitality 10K race over the Whitsun
bank holiday weekend in aid of Cancer
Research UK and #Celebrateyou.
Mrs Bauer has raised over £570 but
there is still time to donate. Read her
story: https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/bauer-lindsey-vitalitylondon10000celebrateyou
Mrs Bauer said, “Thank you to those
who donated. Every donation is SO
kind and makes a huge difference!”

Mrs Bauer said, “One of the quickest
ways to create bonds is through what
you wear. I think what you wear can
really hook the students into wanting
to learn about history.”

THE COLYTONIAN
ART SHOWCASE
Over the last half term the Art
department has held two exhibitions
to showcase the outstanding work
students have been producing in Art.
GCSE Exhibition
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A-Level Exhibition
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THE COLYTONIAN
GEOGRAPHERS OUT ON FIELDWORK
The summer term proved to be a busy
time of year for Geography GCSE and
A level students in terms of fieldwork
activities. Fieldwork – learning directly
in the untidy real world outside the
classroom – is an essential component
of geography. These fieldwork days
also serve as reminder of just how
much Geography is on our doorstep.
Year 9 geographers carried out data
collect in Holyford woods as part of
their studies into biodiversity and
woodland management strategies.
Year 10 geographers spent a day in
Bristol assessing the impacts of urban
regeneration on the Harbourside and
Temple Quays areas of the city. Year
12 geographers also spent two days
of fieldwork in Bristol and Lyme Regis
studying urban rebranding, coastal
management and collecting data for
their own individual coursework.
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THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN RETIRES AFTER 25 YEARS
How has the school changed? Size
is the obvious thing that’s changed.
When I started, I was based in the old
part of the school, and all the
buildings at this end didn’t exist. Back
then it was just the quad area and the
Feoffees Building. We had the Hall,
obviously, and where the Study Centre
is was the swimming pool, but there
wasn’t the Sports Hall at all.
Technology has changed hugely. I can
remember being shown the Internet for
the first time, by Mr Jenner, who was
our Head of IT. I was quite excited by it.
I mean, I couldn’t quite imagine how
it would be in the end, but I thought it
was a great idea. But it was unreliable
to connect up – you could drop out all
the time, you had to wait to dial up to
get in, and there wasn’t very much on
there. There was no Google. I
remember hearing that its origin was
from universities connecting up, and
it was something called JANET. I can’t
remember what JA stood for, but NET
was from internet.
How has the internet changed your
job? Hugely. You have to learn new
skills as a librarian. I was already quite
IT-savvy, but some weren’t, so you had
to learn the skill of searching and
sifting and knowing what was good
information and bad information,
and then passing that knowledge on
to students. All those sorts of things
that you’ve all grown up with, but we

hadn’t. The Internet has
improved – Wikipedia in its early days
could be wildly inaccurate, whereas
now you can say it’s a good starting
point. But those sorts of skills I would
never have used when I was first doing
this job. Books – that’s where
information came from. The printed
word. We got rid of a lot when we
created this room. It was recognising
that with the expansion of
interactive whiteboards in classrooms
and teachers using less books in
lessons and more online, that the
Library was being overtaken by
technology. We have increased the
number of computers, too – even
though now it feels like I need twice as
many than before. And so, I think it will
need doing again at some point, and I
think there will be less books and more
computers.
What will you remember with most
pleasure? The students, obviously.
Over the years I’ve relaxed into the

role. As you go through life, whatever
job you’re in, you should – I can’t see
how you wouldn’t – get better at your
job. Now I find it quite easy to be in
here and be in charge of students in a
way that in my early days I didn’t. And
I’ve had some lovely student librarians
over the years, who’ve come along and
helped. And sometimes I’ll walk down
through the Library at break time, and
around the round table are a
huddle – usually of Year 7s and 8s
– all reading books. That’s really lovely
to see.
And my parent helpers – I’ve worked
with so many volunteers over the
years. You meet people from all walks
of life, and you find you dip into their
lives for however many years they’re
helping you here. But you’re not
working with them all day, so I don’t
get sick of them and they don’t get sick
of me. That little thing your colleague
does that irritates you – you never
get that with someone you only see
for two hours, once a week. I’ve really
enjoyed that.
The other thing that I will really miss is
the school Choir. I’ve belonged to the
Choir almost as long as I’ve been here,
and to sing with the students on a
Friday afternoon – oh, wow, is that
bliss at the end of the week. I will miss
that. It’ll be sad to go.
What have you learned about

children? That they’re really very nice. I
know it may be this school in
particular, but I can remember putting
out a display of stationery in
September one year, when Mr Evans
was just starting at the school. I put
out my usual annual display of
stationery and a calculator, and he
said, “You wouldn’t have been able to
do that at my old school. The
calculator would be gone.” So it may
be unique to this school – but how
trustworthy, and kind, and polite, most
of the students here are. I know you
get naughty ones, but on the whole,
they’re really well-behaved and polite,
and a pleasure to be with – most of the
time. It’s not always like that, but the
majority of the time.
What have you learned about
teachers? They’re just the same as
everyone else, really. They have their
misgivings and their worries, and they
get stressed quite a lot. But they’re
very approachable. They’re very
normal – they’re normal people, really.
But they work very hard. I lived next
door to one of them for a while, and I
would go home at night and sit there
with my cup of tea, and I would see
this teacher walk into her house next
to me, and about two hours later she
would go out and get her marking. I
just go home, and there’s that cut-off
point. It’s definitely about halfway
along the top of Farway Common
when I’m in home mode. Teachers, I
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think, don’t switch off. They can’t.
Because they’re going home and
they’re marking. And you can’t just
turn up in a classroom in the morning
– you’ve got to have preparation time,
haven’t you? I wouldn’t want to do it:
it seems quite a stressful job.
Why did you come to Colyton?
Because the job was advertised in the
paper. My younger son was about to
start primary school, and at that time
I was home, this was a job at a school,
term-time only, so it fitted. It was just
timing, really – the job came up at the
right time. And I had a mish-mash of
skills that I thought might get me the
job. When I was at home on maternity
leave, I did a youth training course,
which was a voluntary thing at the local youth centre where I used to go to a
toddler group. I didn’t have a big
career plan; nobody in my family had
been to university and I never even
considered going to university myself. I
wish I had now. I would have done
English, probably. Maybe history. I’ve
been one of those people that’s been
lucky enough to be in the right place at
the right time. Obviously, I’ve turned
up to an interview and winged it
somehow, I don’t know. I got the job
here having never worked in a library,
but because I had office skills, and it
was working in Resources. Then the
teacher running the Library left, and
the head at the time, Mr Sindall, said,
would I like to just take over being the
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person in charge? Eventually I did my
proper librarianship training, and then
became a member of the Chartered
Institute of Librarians. That’s been very
gratifying, to do that.
What is the funniest thing that has
happened to you at Colyton? It’s funny,
you know, because I can remember
somebody else asking me this. And I
said, people always have funny stories
to tell about places where they’ve
worked, but I honestly can’t remember
anything very funny ever happening
in here. It’s probably my influence.
The Sixth Formers, when they left one
year, took one of my date stamps. They
wrapped it very carefully in cling film –
it was very sweet, so it didn’t get
damaged – and they set it in a lime
jelly. They left it on my desk in the
morning with a little sign saying, “You
only leave once.” Something like that is
funny, and you don’t mind that at all. I
left it on my desk for a week.
A boy climbed inside the magazine
rack once – it would have been funny,
but he actually broke it. When you lift
up the shelf and slide it back, if you
look, the little metal nubs that they’re
attached with are only welded on, and
his weight broke the weld. So, the shelf
actually snapped and fell down. And
his friends had shut the lid down, so
he was inside. But then all of a sudden
there was this awful noise as the weld
gave way, and then he suddenly fell

out, and I came around the corner and
found him.
What are you going on to do? My plan
is to take twelve months off. I’m going
to walk the Camino, which is the
pilgrims’ way from the Pyrenees. I
fancy doing it because my partner Alan
really likes walking, and we’ve now
seen a film about it, and he’s really
keen to do it. It takes most people four,
five, maybe six weeks, I think. And
it’s about the people that you meet
along the way, because hundreds of
thousands of people are heading to it
every year, and they all talk about the
camaraderie. You live without
modern-day trappings. And I’d like to
relax and read more – I’m definitely
going to read more. Because I’m
surrounded by books here, but I never
seem to have the time to do very much
reading. Every day goes, doesn’t it?
And you’re so regimented in a school:
bells rule your life. I want to turn all the
alarms off in my house, and take the
batteries out of the clocks and not look,
but I can’t do that.
What are you most looking forward to
doing? Out of all that…I think just
relaxing, and not having to get up. All
my parent helpers here are
saying, “But, Sue, you won’t be able to
do nothing.” Well, I think they
underestimate my inner couch potato.
Because I definitely have one – I’m
definitely a closet lazy person. I could

just turn into a sloth – it certainly
appeals to me. But I think, having
listened to other people who’ve retired,
I may have two or three months where
I think, “Ahhhh,” and then slowly your
energy levels will build back up and
you’ll think, “Right. I’m ready for
something now.” And I think it’s the
anticipation of that – that’s what I’m
looking forward to.
What are you proudest of from your
time at Colyton? I think of having
built a facility that is so well-used, so
busy. And I know I go around at break
time and go, “Make sure you’re doing
something! Make sure you’re reading
something! Don’t just sit in here!” but
on the whole, actually, it’s a hive of
industry. I’ve loved, since we changed
it in 2012, the layout of it – the feel
of it. We sat down and had this idea
about getting rid of the books and
creating this room, and then suddenly,
on the day it was all done, we stood at
the end and we looked down the room
and thought, “Wow, this looks lovely!”
And the room has had this lovely feel
about it ever since. It wasn’t something
you could plan for: it is that feng shui
thing, I think. But I think that we
obviously do the right thing on the desk
as well, because people wouldn’t come
in, even if it was nice, if you weren’t
welcoming. So I feel proud of the fact
that we’ve made it a welcoming place.
Mrs Burns-Price
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OLD COLYTONIAN SOCIETY
Alumni Week
Three former students shared their
experiences with our staff and
students this term. From a midwife in
the Congo, a researcher from London,
and a marketing executive live from
Chicago!
We are extremely lucky to have such a
great wealth of knowledge in our Old
Colytonian Society. Their time and
support is very much appreciated and
incredibly beneficial to our students.
We have also had fantastic support
from our parent community this term,
sharing their expertise and career
advice with all our students during
assembly time.
Head Start
Mr Smith and Dr Styles have been busy
putting together our first ‘Head Start’
Careers event for Year 12 in July. With
20 ‘mentors’ volunteering their time
both alumni, parents and HE/Career
experts. This is set to be an informative
day for our students to get a head start
on their Colyton Baccalaureate and
prepare for UCAS.
We will be following this up with a
‘Interview Day’ in October.

LEAVERS ASSEMBLY
Annual Fund -Thank You !
Our focus this year has been on raising
funds for EdTech and we are extremely
grateful to all those who have donated
towards our Annual Fund. Regular
giving or one off gifts to Colyton
Grammar School allows us to enrich
the student experience with special
projects kindly funded by you (parents,
alumni and community). If you’d like to
donate please go to our Virgin Money
Giving site (search for Colyton
Grammar School Academy Trust). Our
focus for 2019 -2021 will be Digital
Enrichment.
If you’d like to talk to our
Development Officer please contact
estyles@colytongrammar.com

At the end of June the school said
goodbye and best of luck to its Year 13
students during the annual Leavers
Assembly. The event, which follows a
very traditional format and ends with
each member of the year group
officially exiting the hall, was followed
by strawberries and cream in Take 5.

Leaver 2019 hoodies were collected
by the students and although the sun
shone, the year group gathered for
one final photo. We very much look
forward to hearing how the students
get on over the coming years.
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The PA have had an amazingly
successful year thanks to the hard
work of the parent volunteers and the
Committee. We started with the
biannual Big Colyton Art Show,
followed by the Festive Evening, the
Garden and Food Festival and the
much anticipated Summer Fete. By
the end of the Summer Term 2019 we
hope to have raised nearly £30,000
over this academic year!
This would not happen without the
commitment of the parents on the
Committee and the parents who
volunteer to help at events. Please
do not automatically assume that the
CGSPA will continue to be so
successful – we need help from all
parents! Whether you are a Committee
member, help at the various events,
donate tombola prizes or buy raffle
tickets everything that you do is
invaluable. A new Committee will be
needed in 2019/20 so please consider
how you could help to carry on the
important work of the CGSPA. Thank
you.
On joining Colyton, all parents and
guardians automatically become
members of the Parents’ Association
(PA) and are very welcome to attend
our termly meetings and take on roles
on the committee.
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Every year, the PA holds fund-raising
events to raise funds to contribute
towards a diverse range of additional
facilities at school to benefit all
students. In 2018-19 we have provided
a new pottery kiln, hockey nets and
rugby equipment – totalling £12,000.
We have reserves of about £25,000
and are now looking to support the
purchase of a number of covered
seating areas for the grounds and a
canopy outside Take Five so that
students can enjoy being outside,
whatever the weather
As well as regular fundraising
activities, the PA acts as a bridge
between school and home. Without a
specific catchment, CGS students come
from a wide geographical area, and
the PA strives to foster connectivity
and facilitate communication between
parents across all years. From Year 7,
we collate tutor group contact details
so that parents can get in touch with
each other more easily. We also host
a very successful Big Book Club which
has been going strong for many years
now. The club has branches in eight
locations across the area from Bridport
to Exeter and up to Somerset. As well
as reading a new title every half-term,
the clubs provide an informal, friendly,
social environment in which parents
can make new friends and find out

more about our school.
We are always in need of more input
from our parents and guardians. If
you think you can offer some help or
expertise or if you just want to support
your student’s time here at CGS by
contributing to the running of the PA
and our fund-raising activities, please

do get in touch with our Chair. As the
name of the association implies, we
can’t do this without you!
Mrs Carolyn Blanshard
chair@colytongrammarschoolpa.org.uk
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SPORTS ROUNDUP
Girls Hockey Overview
U12A – East Devon third place
U12B – East Devon second place
U13A – East Devon Champions
U13B – East Devon Champions
U14 – East Devon Champions
U15 – East Devon third place

Boys Hockey Overview
U16 – T3 Devon Runners-Up and
Regional Runners-Up
Girls Hockey Roundup:
U12A

U12B
The team beat Sidmouth and CGS C
team and lost against Kings.

U13A – East Devon winners
Tournament – Friday 08 March
Colyton beat Kings, Uffculme,
Sidmouth and Cullompton
convincingly. This team has worked
hard to develop their patterns of play
and have certainly shown a big
improvement in their tactical
understanding, individual stick work
and passing ability. Well done to the
whole squad.

U13B
The team beat Sidmouth and CGS C
team and drew against Kings.

U14 – East Devon winners
Tournament – Thursday 07 March
Colyton beat Kings, Uffculme,
Cullompton and Exmouth to be
crowned East Devon Champions. The
team played well as a unit and
converted their chances well.

Boys Hockey Roundup
U16 Boys – T3 Devon Runners – Up
and Regional Runners-Up
Colyton travelled to Blundell’s on
Monday 04 February and played
extremely well all day.
V DHSB			
Lost 0-1
V Mount Kelly		
Won 1-0
V West Buckland		
Drew 0-0
V Kings			
Won 3-0
V South Dartmoor
Drew 1-1
V Blundell’s		
Won 1-0
They then qualified for the Tier 3
Regional Finals at Millfield School.
This was a well organised day with
Colyton playing in pool A.
They had the following results:
V Poole Grammar
Won 5-0
V Richard Lander
Won 2-0
V Kingswood, Bath
Won 3-0
V Castle School 		
Lost 0-2
This resulted in Colyton qualifying for
the semi-final.

U15 – third place – The team beat
Exmouth and Sidmouth, drew with
Uffculme and lost to Kings. This meant
they came third overall. The team were
disappointed but credit to Kings who
played well in the final game.

This was against the other Devon side
West Buckland (runners up from pool
B).
Colyton played well and won 2-0.
The final was against Beechen Cliff
and it was a closely contested battle.
They scored first, then we came back
at them and equalized. The second
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half saw chances at both ends but it
was unfortunately Beechen Cliff that
scored a deflected shot in the last two
minutes of the game. This was so
disappointing as it meant they were
the team to represent the West at
the National Finals. Our boys were
naturally pretty deflated and were
disappointed to have been so close to
reaching the final stages of the
National competition. However, they
should be proud of their achievement
as they did come second and played
superbly all day and were a credit to
the school.
Many thanks to Mr Harrison for
sponsoring the team. They looked an
extremely smart and professional
outfit in their new jackets.
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U14 Boys Devon Hockey
Tournament
Colyton had a mixed team of Year 7, 8
and 9s. They made a good account of
themselves and played with real
determination and team spirit. They
had to play against some strong
opposition and battled well.
Results:
V Mount Kelly		
V West Buckland		
V DHSB			

Girls Football
U13 Girls – East Devon Champions and
Devon Finalists

Cross-Country
Devon Championships at Stover School
– January

Our team have now qualified for the
Devon Final at Newton Abbot in March
having won all five of their matches
over two evenings of play.

Congratulations to Scarlett L who
became the Devon Champion in the
Junior Girls. Johnny L also ran
extremely well, also finishing on the
podium, coming a very commendable
third place in the Inter Boys. Simon D
was also sixth in an extremely strong
field of Senior Boys.

They played Axe Valley, Honiton,
Exmouth, Cullompton and Kings.
They will now play the winners from
the other regions across the county.
Good luck girls!

Drew 0-0
Lost 0-2
Lost 1-4

We wish them the best of luck at the
competition. A fantastic achievement.

Sponsors – touch design innovation
intouch@touchdesign.com
Team: Giles, Ashok, Sammy, Eddie,
Rollo, Matthew R, Joe, Dylan, Matthew
S-S, Ben, Matthew L, Tom, Sam J and
Chris.

U14 Boys Devon Hockey Tournament
Colyton had a very mixed team of U14

In addition to area and county
competitions, Colyton have fielded
both A and B teams in a variety of age
groups playing a selection of fixtures
against schools in Devon, Somerset
and Dorset. It has been a very busy
season but an enjoyable one with
players showing promise for the
future.

Along with Elliot Moran, who was
competing in a track event that
weekend, all have qualified for the
English School’s Championships in
Leeds.

U13 Girls B team – The team had
some excellent matches, against other
school’s A teams. Although they did
not qualify for the next round, they
played really well as a team and
enjoyed the tournament play.
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Girls Rounders
U12 East Devon Runners-Up
Congratulations to the Year 7 team on
winning all their matches, except the
one against Exmouth, who then went
on to take the trophy. They beat
Honiton, Cullompton, Kings and
Uffculme. The girls have shown a
massive improvement since the start
of the summer term – well done!

Woodroffe – Won 12.5 – 8.5
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U14 Devon Champions!

U15 East Devon Joint Winners

Devon Tournament:
Park – Won 5-3.5
Okehampton – Won 9 – 3.5
Plymouth High school – Won 6 – 1.5
Devonport High school – Won 9 – 8.5

Exmouth – Won 4.5 – 3
Sidmouth – Won 10 – 3.5
Honiton – Won 8.5 – 1
Cullompton – Won 12 – 3
Uffculme – Won 3 – 1
King’s – Lost 4 – 3
Axe Valley – Won 5.5 – 3.5
Holyrood – Won 17.5 – 9.5
St. Peters – Lost 11.5 – 9

East Devon tournament:
Exmouth – Won 12 – 4.5
Honiton – Won 12.5 – 4
Kings – Won 9.5 - 5.5
Axe Valley – Won 8 – 4.5
Sidmouth – Won 9 – 4.5
Uffuculme – Won 6 – 3.5
Cullompton – Won 6 – 5
Other fixtures:
Woodroffe - Lost 13 – 11.5
St Peters – Won 10 – 3.5

U13

East Devon Champions
Honiton – Won 6-1
Sidmouth – Won 9-1
Uffuculme – Won 4.5-2.5
King’s – Won 8.5-5.5

William B, Henry B, Joshua A, Rosa
L, Ellen C, Aoife C, Rare H, Ern Chi T,
Caitlin T, Archie E, James B, Ashwin C,
Isla N, May N, Charlie S, Tom B, Saffie
E, Isla N and Lia W.
Congratulations to all the Year 7
students.

Squad: Hatty T (Capt), Jenna M, Annie
D, Rebecca H, Lucy T, Sophie L, Freya H,
Lauren C, Lucy P, Maddy J
Swimming
18 students attended the East Devon
Swimming Gala at Sidmouth Swimming
pool. Competition was tough and each
individual worked hard to finish some
close races. Overall Colyton finished
fifth place. We are always looking for
new swimmers to join our team so
please get in touch if this interests you.

Squad: Isobel M (Capt), Holly D,
Maddie W, Vickie B, Jess R, Cleo C,
Poppy L, Becca C, Liv CS, Johanna P,
Marni BM

Bikeability
The following students successfully
completed their Level 3 Bikeability:

Captains: Lucy H, Archie E, Lauren P,
Tom P

Squad: Bella Y, Faith R, Maisie R,
Hannah G, Alfie P, Olly M, Noah W,
Henry B, Grace AB, Cat W, Manon H,
Charlie B, Mattie B, Aeron T.
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Athletics
The following students were selected
to represent Exeter and East Devon at
the Devon Athletics Championship:
Name Age group
Alex G Minor Boys
Scarlett L Junior Girls
Max B Junior Boys
Bella B Inter Girls
Inter Girls
Violet S Inter Girls
Evie D Inter Girls
Sammy P Inter Boys
Tom P Inter Boys
Johnny L Inter Boys
Elliot M Senior Boys
Senior Boys
Simon D Senior Boys

Event
200m
1500m
800m
100m
200m
High Jump
Javelin
400m
3000m
3000m
400m
1500m
3000m

U15 East Devon Champion – Isi M
Runner – up – Vicky B

South West Representation

Well done to everyone who took part:
Sabina S, Lily P, Freya H, Lauren C, Jess
R as well as the semi-finalists - Lucy H
and Mimi A (U13) and Eva A and
Maddie W (U15)

A special well done to these four
on reaching the regional round of
the National competition: Simon D
(3000m), Johnny L (1500mSC), Scarlett
L (1500m) and Max T (High Jump)

Equestrian
Colyton have been represented in a
number of events this year. Maddie W
came third individually in the 1.05m
Show jumping at Kings, Sedgemoor.

English Schools’ Representation
A fantastic achievement:- Elliot M –
2000mSC) and Scarlett L – 1500m.
Congratulations to both athletes on
reaching the National Finals.
Tennis
U13 East Devon Champion – Daisy S
Runner-up – Sophie B

Colyton were represented well at the
annual U13 and U15 tournament. We
had six competitors in the U13 and
seven in the U15 competition. There
were a total of 16 in each competition.
The results were very positive. In both
the U13 and U15 age group, we had
only Colyton players beyond the
semi-finals. A fantastic achievement.

Colyton came fifth as a team in the
recent Eventing competition at Bicton.
Maddie W came sixth individually in
the dressage at Bicton Arena. Olivia
M, Sophie J and Bella B also compete
regularly for the school and make up
the school team. They are planning on
entering lots more events in the
coming season.

Cricket
Colyton have played predominately
East Devon and Devon cup fixtures
this term, both hardball and softball
competitions. The weather has
unfortunately been unfavourable,
meaning a few fixtures had to be
cancelled. We have competed against a
variety of schools from all over Devon
with year groups progressing though
the different rounds.
The U12’s, U13’s, U14’s and U15’s all
competed in the Devon Cup this year
coming up against some very tough
opponents. We were lucky enough
to play some of our games at Seaton
Cricket Club, which was appreciated, as
it allowed good quality cricket matches
to be played. The U13’s also competed
in the East Devon competition
narrowly losing away to Uffculme,
during a damp 16 over game.
Congratulations also to Tom S Year
12, for playing for Sidmouth Men’s
first team, Devon U17s and Devon
Lions and for being asked by Somerset
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County Cricket Club to bowl at the
International teams playing in the
Cricket World Cup.
Boys Football
This year, the U12 football team
progressed to the Devon Cup final held
in April. Along the way, they beat
Newton Abbott, Exmouth, St Luke’s
and Torquay Boys Grammar School.
Some of these schools have hundreds
of students to pick from in a year
group and some are specialist sports
colleges. The Colyton students did
amazingly well to reach the final; they
unfortunately lost to a very strong
Ivybridge team who deservedly won.
I hope that next year we can harness
this success and progress through the
rounds again. Thank you to Rafa B for
captaining the side so well throughout
the season.

Boys Tennis
This year the U15’s and U13’s entered
the East Devon Tennis Tournament. It
was a wet affair making playing
condition tricky. However, all games
were completed and the level of
competition was very high. Six out
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of eight students from both teams
progressed to the quarterfinals, with
five progressing to the semi-finals. Ben
C (U13) reached the final and narrowly
lost out to a student from Cullompton
in an exciting final. Sammy P and Will B
(U15) made it an all Colyton final with
Will B coming out on top. Well done to
all involved.
U13 Squad: Albert B (C) Ed M; Ben C;
Felix B.
U15 Squad: Will B; Sammy P; Ardal R;
Jed I-F (capt/coach).

Sailing
Earlier this month Ben and Cerys C
attended the Sailing Champsionships
at Itchenor Sailing Club. Ben and
Cerys represented Colyton well - there
were 89 boats from schools all over
the country (so 180 sailors, all from
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10) and after two full
days of racing (three races on each
day), Ben and Cerys came 21st overall.
A great result. They managed to get
two top ten results in two of the races
which was fantastic, but some tricky

wind conditions made for some
challenging racing conditions on day
two.

TERM DATES FOR 2019-20
Autumn Term

Thursday 05 September - Thursday 19 December 2019

Half-term break

Friday 18 - Friday 25 October 2019 (inclusive)

Staff Development days Tuesday 03 and Wednesday 04 September 2019;
Friday 18 October 2019
Spring Term

Tuesday 07 January - Friday 27 March 2020

Half-term break

Monday 17 - Friday 21 February 2020

Staff Development day

Monday 06 January 2020

Summer Term

Tuesday 14 April - Wednesday 22 July 2020

Bank holiday

Friday 08 May 2020

Half-term break

Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May 2020

COLYTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL
EXPECTATION, EXCELLENCE, ENJOYMENT

01297 552327
admin@colytongrammar.com
www.colytongrammar.com

