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Kahil Gibran says in the opening of his poem, ‘On
Giving’:
‘You give little when you give of your possessions. It is when you give
of yourself that you truly give’
I cannot praise enough my colleagues, the students and
you the parents and friends of CGS. You have all been so
supportive and you have given so much of your
expertise, your time and your efforts at a time when
family pressures have also been great.

Head’s Welcome
Dear Parents/Guardians and Friends of Colyton
Grammar School,
We have come to the end of the summer term in what
has been yet another extraordinary year. The challenges
that we have all faced have been considerable. Perhaps
the biggest mental hurdle to overcome has been the
longevity of the pandemic. I know that the Royal Marines
train with a concept of ‘disjointed thinking’. You are told
you will run 10 miles. Your mind plans for this arduous
task, regulating your energy and you are set mentally for
10 miles. However, as you approach the finishing line
you are told you have to run another 10 miles; the energy
dissipates and the mind collapses, you cannot go on. But
the strong do go on and complete the task. Others also
complete the task because they are aided by their
comrades who provided the mental boost that was
needed to go on when it was easier to stop. COVID has
become such a problem for us all but at CGS we have
not just got through the year, we have continued to
flourish and provide exceptional outcomes. This is
because our community is made up of wonderful people
who are not only strong of mind but who are also willing
to support each other; compassionate and caring. As
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This edition of the Colytonian is full of exciting articles
detailing what the students and the school have achieved
this year. The media is often full of doom when talking
about the negative impact of the pandemic but students
at this school have made outstanding academic progress
while also continuing their development as wonderful
people. From completing adventure days, Ten Tors, Duke
of Edinburgh Awards, success in national academic
competitions, to supporting others through inspirational
charitable work, our students and staff have excelled.
We have embraced new technologies that have allowed
us to maintain high standards of learning throughout the
pandemic and which will become the new norm in not
only school education but in the world of Higher
Education. Our students have been professionally trained
in journalism and media photography and are responsible
for the news content on the excellent new website.
Students are proud of their school and of their
achievements and we are rightfully proud of them. This
is not a ‘forgotten generation’ but one speaking loud and
clear with a well-informed, knowledgeable and
compassionate voice. Perhaps, political leaders should
look to our students for inspiration!

During this year, CGS was awarded the prestigious
designation of Teaching School Hub. We are leading in
the delivery of professional development for the
teaching profession across Devon. In the course of the
next two years the school will become more involved in
initial teacher training and form even stronger
partnerships with the University of Exeter and partner
schools. CGS is now an integral part of the school-led
system improvement across the region. We are working
with teaching colleagues and the Office of the Regional
School Commissioner to improve student outcomes in
areas of disadvantage and isolation.

spend more time with the love of your life, Leeds Utd!

It is clear that the School has made significant progress
this year. Our journey is not complete, and we still have
exciting plans for further improvement. The builders will
return to school next term as we develop our new
facilities for Drama, and we hope to further enhance our
resources in Sport which will be the focus of our
fundraising campaign next year. There is much
excitement as we contemplate the developments to
come.

We are singing and have not stopped but the chorus will
be a lot louder next year!

At this time of year there is excitement but also some
sadness as we say goodbye to colleagues who will not
be with us in September. I wish them all the very best
with their future plans and thank them for their
contribution to the life at CGS. However, I must single out
one colleague who will be leaving us, for special praise
and commendation. Miss Pickersgill, OBE, is retiring
after 52 years of service at the school. I am sure that
much has changed in the school and in the country since
she joined the teaching profession in 1969 but she has
remained a constant with regards to her professionalism
and expertise which has enabled so many young people
to thrive at this school and beyond. I wish you all the very
best in your years of retirement which will enable you to

It has been quite a year but one of great improvement. In
the next academic year, we will see the rebirth of school
musical performances, drama productions and mass
events. We hope to hold a celebration event for those
Year 13 students who have left in the past two years and
at the same time celebrate the 475th anniversary of the
founding of this school. Henry David Thoreau wrote:
‘Most men lead lives of quiet desperation and go to their grave with a
song still in them.’

Thank you all for your unbelievable support and may I
wish you all a safe and relaxing summer.
Take care

Tim Harris BA Hons, FCCT, NPQH, Headteacher

We have been delighted with the early strides our new
Finance Manager, Mrs Atkins, has made and I feel
comfortable that she and Mr Harris will continue to deliver
on the business of the school alongside the pedagogy.

From the Board
The last year has clearly been dominated by a pandemic
that has touched all of our lives in many different ways.
On behalf of all Trustees I would firstly pass on our
condolences to anyone who has lost loved ones during
this time. I would also like to thank all parents and staff
for their forbearance in this difficult time. I am sure you all
appreciate that with often changing advice and
guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) and
Public Health England (PHE) it has not been easy for Mr
Harris and the senior leadership team and I know they
would want me to pass on their gratitude for your support.
Away from Covid we have had a year of notable
progress in a number of areas and I would like to
highlight a few. Of course our decision to equip all
students with devices as we merge digital learning with
the best of the past has proved timely and our
competence in this area is now high. Our appointment
as one of the teaching hub schools is recognition of our
standing in the world of education and will bring new
perspectives, funding and also act as a further carrot for
potential recruits to the Colyton Grammar School world.

Images from the new look website
Home Screen

Under the valuable leadership of trustee Andrew Gould
we have developed a new website that launched earlier
this month. Several students have helped with the look
and feel and content of the site which is great to see. If
you haven’t already seen the new website, please do
take a look. I am sure you will agree it is a vast
improvement: colytongrammar.com
Finally, Mrs Harvey has been appointed to the role of
Deputy Headteacher. This is a fantastic achievement for
her and true recognition of the value she brings to the
school.
On behalf of all trustees please have a wonderful and
safe summer. Mr Harris, the leadership team and all staff
will be working hard to try and ensure that next term sees
us return to a full agenda of school activities. It does feel
as if we have turned the corner.

Ian Griffin
Chair of Trustees

We have recently agreed to fund the development of new
drama facilities at the school and are close to an
agreement with LED around investment in a new all
weather pitch for our sports ground.
Latest News

Parents Association
As we near the end of term, our final PA contribution to
The Colytonian magazine provides an opportunity to
reflect on what we have achieved over the past year.
Fundraising in the digital world was a completely alien
prospect, but together we have continued to be able to
support the school by providing additional funds that help
fill a few gaps.
It has been sad to lose our face to face events such as
The Garden and Food Festival, but in their place, parents
and committee members have stepped forward to come
up with new ideas that have kept the ‘show on the road.
Last summer holidays the PA worked with school to help
deliver funding for the Digital for All campaign. We were
able to make an initial donation of £40,000 from funds
held, which represented the hard work of many past and
current committee members, and the continued support
of parents. The laptops were a huge benefit!
Next up was the now ticketless Winter Draw. Gone are
the days of envelope stuffing and collecting ticket stubs
and cash! Well used processes have been rejigged and I
cannot see a return to the old style draws.
In February we were introduced to DJ Ginge, whose usual job had been side-lined due to Covid. In his new guise,
Matt provided an evening of fast fired questions and toe
tapping tunes and the first Colyton online quiz was born.
The evening was such a success that we invited Matt
back for another evening in April.
Early 2021 saw the first Colyton Tea Towel, designed by
our very own Alison Lang, artist and Year 7 parent. They
sold like hot cakes and the limited run was quickly sold
out. There were late night emails with news of ‘another
50 TTs sold in the last hour’. It all felt rather exciting!

In summary the Parents’ Association has:

The 500 Club has continued with it’s monthly draws, and
I know we all scan the PA News to see if our numbers
have come up. The 500 Club will recommence early in
the Autumn Term and details on how to sign up will be
available shortly.
Second Hand Uniform has been very well supported
both in terms of donations and sales. It is great to see so
much uniform being ‘recycled’. Sarah H, our new coordinator has been very busy matching up donations with
new homes. I understand that there is still demand for
uniform, particularly new style blazers.
We are rounding off the year with the Summer Draw, with
some fabulous prizes up for grabs. Huge thanks go to the
school Finance department for their continued support in
helping set up the draws.

• Helped support school in the Digital 4 All campaign by
allocating £40,000 to the project
• Helped support parents, and help the environment by
running an Second Hand Uniform service. This has generated over £500
• Supported our students by being awarded a £1000
grant to help with the installation of water stations on the
campus
• Created a sense of community and connection with an
increased Social Media presence
• We have run new events online. The two quiz nights
generated over £1000 in donations
• The Winter Draw generated just a fraction under £3000
• Our fabulous ‘Houses of Colyton’ Tea Towels have
made £1400 for PA funds
• The 500 Club has added £3000
• Created opportunities for parents to get together socially
(albeit via Zoom!) with the popular Book Club
We are very much looking forward to meeting new
parents in the Autumn and hope many of you will come
along the The Big Colyton Art Show (November 20-21).
The BCAS committee are working hard to bring you a
fantastic show, with something to tempt everyone.
It is important to remember that every parent with a child
currently in school is automatically a member of the
Colyton Parents’ Association. It is a huge team effort. I

would like to thank all the parents who have supported
our activities, and the many volunteers and committee
members who have worked so hard over the past year.
I hope everyone has an enjoyable summer break and I
hope we can meet again in September.
Sara Glazebrook,Chair of the Colyton Grammar School
Parents’ Association

Awards
Each term we like to showcase our students successes
both in school and in external projects or competitions
and this term we are pleased to report the following:

Poetry by Heart
Rosalia AE and Lucy E have been selected amongst the
10 national finalists for the Poetry By Heart poetry
recitation competition: Rosalia in the Key Stage 3
competition; Lucy in the competition for Key Stage 4.
They both won the internal competition for their age
groups for their recitation of two poems (one pre 1914;
one post 1914). Both girls have been invited to take part
in the national final at The Globe Theatre in London on
19th July.

EMC Writing Competition
Lydia B, Year 13, was recently shortlisted for the 2021
emagazine Close Reading Competition for her writing on
Yaa Gyasi’s ‘Homegoing’ and, after the final judging, she
was commended by the judges for her entry.

Which place abroad would you like to visit where the language you
are studying is spoken and why?

Hannah has won a £40 Amazon voucher and I am sure
this will boost her confidence even more for university
next year.

The results are now up on the EMC website and will also
be announced in the September magazine.
EMC’s emagazine is a magazine for advanced level
English. It is an excellent resource and articles are
written by teachers, students and examiners.

We had some amazing results: the C3L6 has four levels
of award - copper (Cu), silver (Ag), gold (Au) and the top
award roentgenium (Rg).

Students were asked to make a short recording of up to
60 seconds in English, to answer the following:

Winners were chosen based on analysis, accuracy and
creativity and it was French A Level student, Hannah D,
Year 13, who took joint first place. The video Hannah
created described how she would like to visit
Switzerland. Hopefully this wish will come true for
Hannah and she can practise her French whilst exploring
this beautiful country.

The judges at English and Media Centre, said, “We were
very impressed with the quality of Lydia’s response,
which was well written and made lots of thoughtful
comments about the extract.”

Cambridge Chemistry Challenge
A number of students in Year 12 chose to take part in the
2020-21 Cambridge Chemistry Challenge (C3L6). This
very challenging written exam paper, was a great
opportunity for the chemists to apply their knowledge in
unusual contexts.

University of Exeter A Level Languages Competition Winner
Earlier this term, the school entered the University of
Exeter A Level Languages Competition organised by the
Department of Modern Languages, and have won first
place for the second consecutive year.

Mr Giraudon, Head of MFL

Over 7,200 students entered nationally and out of them
only 54 were awarded the top Rg award. I’m really
pleased to announce that one of those was Benjamin G.
Well done Ben, this is an amazing achievement. Other
awards secured were:

Cu Award
Joe C
Darcey B
Alice B
Athelstan H

Louise B
Sachin C
McKenzie R
Reuben C

Au Award
Dorothy H
Ag Award
Adam B

Ollie B

John S

Dr Rorke,
Head of Chemistry

Alex B
Dan T
Harry L
Olly P

Olivia is Heading for the US
Olivia T, Year 13, has done fantastically well to secure a
place on the English Speaking Union’s Secondary School
Exchange Programme. She will be one of only five
students selected nationally to spend the next academic
year at the Western Reserve Academy in Ohio, USA. We
look forward to hearing from Olivia in the new academic
year and reporting on her progress.
Full details can be found here: https://www.esu.org/programmes/secondary-school-exchange/

Beyond the Classroom
Year 7 Adventure Day
A massive congratulations to all of Year 7 for getting
stuck into the activities on offer during their away day to
the River Plym and Dewerstone Rocks. It’s been great
to offer Year 7 an event beyond the school bubble. The
feedback from Simply Outdoors and the associated
instructors was once again full of praise. My thanks also
go out to the tutors and supporting members of staff that
enabled these day trips to go ahead.
Mr Robinson, Head of Year 7

Image provided by Brighton and Sussex Medical School

Insight into Medical School
On the 21st of April, a group of aspiring medical students
were lucky enough to hear from an assortment of medical
professionals regarding their jobs, training and
experiences. This was a unique opportunity where the
speakers gave a short overview of their medical career
and then gave an opportunity for the listeners to ask
questions.
Organised by Mo B, Year 12, the evening included talks
from two F1 doctors a surgical trainee and a medical
student. This talk gave an insight into the early parts of a
career in medicine, which was of great value to all
involved. Some of the most interesting topics raised
included Dr Hawkins speaking about his intercalated
degree in Mountaineering Medicine; Dr Cullen describing
the realities of medicine, including the hardship and
determination involved in pursuing a surgical based
speciality and Leah, a medical student, talking about the
best and worst parts of medical school.
All in all, everyone agreed this was an incredibly useful
and inspiring evening.
Report by Mo B, Year 12

RSC Schools Analysis Competition
Congratulations to Benjamin G, Ollie B, Joe C, Amelia
R, Cecilia J, Nicola Y, Dorothy H, Charlotte B, Jamie P,
Grace AB, Bethan R, Kate S, Anya G, Louise B, Annalee
B, Georgie W, Hridya P, Hermione C, Betha W, Miriam
B, Ronia T, Maisie L, McLenzie R Luis A, Olly P, Tom PC,
Adam B, Sam R, Danny F and Mo B, Year 12 students,
who all recently took part in the Royal Society of
Chemistry (RSC) Schools’ Analyst Competition 2021.
The students worked in teams of three to identify the
contents of waste barrels found abandoned by a river in
the fictional town of Allvale. Teams were required to carry
out some background research followed by a lab session
in which they carried out their analyses.
Results have been submitted to the RCS and we look
forward to announcing how each team did in the next
edition.

Hannah and May's French Campaign to Promote
Exercise During Lockdown (Spoof YouTube Report)
Recently, with our French A Level students, as a way to
boost their speaking skills in French before going to
University, we have been studying a news article on a
weekly basis. One of them was about a campaign to
promote exercising during lockdown called “Ça bouge en
Live”. As many of us have spent too much time behind a
computer screen or other devices during lockdown, this
French initiative was introduced to encourage people
to have a break, move around and exercise every two
hours.
ENGLISH DISCLAIMERS:
1. Before watching this video, imagine that we are
well-known French youtubers who have created the
campaign "#CaBougeEnLive". We tried to speak as if
we had a large teenage audience so did not use formal
language.
2. This video shouldn’t be taken too seriously. In reality,
we do not spend our free time pretending to be
"Olympic athletes".
3. We exaggerate a lot- we don’t really think people no
longer exercise and we don’t actually run when we
work.
Enjoy!

Daniel Cowen MBE

Click on the play button above to watch the full video

Report Published in an International Science Journal
All at Colyton were delighted to learn that Lachlan R,
Year 13, has recently had an article published in the
Youth Scientists Journal (YS Journal). *The YS Journal is
an international science journal, which is written,
reviewed and produced by students aged 12 to 20.
Lachlan’s article, entitled: Design for a Europa
Subsurface Explorer Mission with a Telescopic
Subsurface Vehicle, was posted under the Space
category of the YS Journal’s electronic platform on
2nd July and can be viewed using the following link:
https://ysjournal.com/category/space/
Mr Lynch, Head of Physics, said, “I am so proud of Lachlan
for having this report published in the YS Journal. I know how hard he
has worked on this and I think it shows in the quality of his writing.”
*Reference: provided by YS Journal

Inspiring Speakers Talk to Sixth Formers
Daniel Cowen, a young Old Colytonian (report on the
OCS page of this publication), has had an inspiring
journey since leaving the school in 2009, having started
his career with an engineering degree at Imperial
College, but then went on to work in international finance!
All the time pursuing a love of travel and the Mandarin
language which he learnt while at university. He spoke
to all of Year 12 on 9th July, live from Beiging where he
is now working in the financial sector and government
relations. It was particularly interesting to hear how he
was awarded an MBE earlier in the year for heroic work
during the COVID pandemic in China. The video link was
crystal clear, not only in school, but to those students who
were working remotely at home, which is a testament to
advances in our digital strategy.

Richard Webb is Europe, Middle East and Africa Service
Operations Leader at Honeywell, the global technology
and engineering company. Richard is currently working
with the school to help develop our careers programme.
Earlier in the term he arranged for three dynamic young
professionals working in different areas of the company,
to talk to our prospective sixth form engineers. Once
again, to be able to bring everyone together (while working from their homes) straight into the classroom was
particularly useful.
Finally, Joshua QR, Year 12, has done a brilliant job in
not only setting up a Law Society in school, but also in
arranging a series of lunchtime talks from local legal
practitioners in a variety of fields, once again made
possible by using the classroom screens and Teams. The
speakers have been generous with their time and
expertise, especially in facing Josh’s cross-examinations!
While we have had to curtail so many in-person talks in
school over the last 15 months, we are glad to have been
able to use the new technology that parents have so
generously contributed towards, to open up the school in
ways we would not have envisaged a few years ago. We
look forward to inviting many more inspiring speakers into
our classrooms next term.

Football fans amongst you will know the name David
Dein - the former vice-chairman and co-owner of Arsenal
Football Club and one of the architects of the Premier
League, a man whom Greg Dyke called “the most
revolutionary bloke I’ve met in football.”
We were delighted that David joined us virtually, for an
entertaining talk with our sixth form students. He also
answered a number of questions posed by the football
fanatical group. Once again, he was able to speak live in
multiple classrooms through our digital displays.
Following the success of the talk, he told us he would be
delighted to come along and meet us in personal once
restrictions are lifted.
David Dein

Community
The Children’s Society stated: “To achieve their Bronze
Award, Colyton Grammar School has demonstrated that
it supports young carers in many ways, including
homework clubs and raising awareness through PSHE
lessons. Vital information about how to identify young
carers is made available to all school staff, and
noticeboards and the school webpage let students and
their families know where to go for help.”
If you would like further information about young carers,
please visit the ‘Students Accessing Support’ section of
our school website.
Mr Rowe, Young Carers Operational Lead
Summer School 2021
Colyton Grammar School is running its first Summer
School for the new Year 7 students from Tuesday 31st
August through to Monday 6th September. Children will
be engaging in a series of fun activities including Art,
Music, Drama, Science and Computing. The Summer
School is free for all students taking part. In addition,
lunch will be provided free of charge. Parents who require
transport for their child should contact the school if they
have not previously completed the Office 365 form.
This is a great opportunity for our new students to not
only engage with some fun learning, but will also give
them the chance to make lots of new friends.
We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 31st August
for the start of your new secondary school adventure.
Mr Gregson, Deputy Headteacher
Young Carers
Colyton Grammar School has been given a Bronze
award for its work ensuring student carers don’t miss
out on an education. The Young Carers in Schools
programme helps both primary and secondary schools
improve outcomes for young carers and celebrates good
practice through the Young Carers in Schools Award.

Philanthropic Gifts to School
This year we have seen a huge growth in support for our
school, from parents, alumni and the wider community.
Your financial gifts to school are really making a huge
difference to school life for every student, with the
delivery of a digital device to each student to interactive
boards in the classrooms. We wanted to thank you for
your support for the regular gifts to the Annual Fund and
the Digital 4 All appeal last year. The gift of parents time
is also noted with volunteering time increasing too, we
are grateful for your support. You can give regularly to
the school via Virgin Money Giving.
Dr Styles, Development Officer

Year 12 Sports Leaders.
Despite an extraordinary year, Colyton’s Sports Leaders
have all passed the award and many are looking forward
to working at this Year’s Summer school.
Between lockdowns, the dedicated students completed
their voluntary hours at community sports clubs,
receiving outstanding reports. The examining body noted
that we were one of the few centres who had managed to
achieve this.
The talented group of leaders finished the course by
completing their First Aid training and, after what has
been a difficult year for many, deserved the opportunity to
celebrate their achievements on the beautiful Axe estuary
with the Axe Vale Canoe Club.

Thank you to the volunteers at AVCC for all their support and for making the experience so enjoyable for our students.

Projects Abroad - Ghana
This summer, Hermione C (Year 12) will travel with a
friend to Abiriw, in Ghana to complete a Public Health
Internship with Projects Abroad. She will be teaching vital
health information to local communities and helping with
outreach projects to improve basic healthcare for
disadvantaged groups in the area. For anyone that
doesn’t know Abiriw is about 90 mins by tro tro (Ghanaian
buses) north of Accra.
This internship will include doing basic health checks
(and referring at risk cases to health professionals)
together with educating people about first aid, adolescent
health, personal hygiene, nutrition, and STDs. It will last
for three weeks and will see Hermione working through
the summer heat from 8am – 4pm.
Hermione has independently funded this trip by working
in a wide variety of jobs (from pot washing to dog
walking) and fund raising for almost three years. Her
commitment to this project has withstood delays and
relocation and is testament to her resolve.

Hermione now needs help to collect vital supplies that
she can take and donate, through the Projects Abroad
team, to the most vulnerable. She would greatly
appreciate any donations of:
• Plasters
• Bandages/ dressings/ gauzes
• Educational posters
• Crayons, pencils, stationary
• Colouring books
• Blood pressure machine/ thermometer
• PPE
• Old books/ textbooks/ academic books
• Mosquito nets
Hermione has promised that if any donor attaches their
name to a donation she will keep us updated of where
everything ends up!
Any donations can be left at the sixth form office in school
or with tutors for the attention of Mr Clayton, Head of
Year 12
Images provided by Projects Abroad

Library Update
Since the summer half-term the library has been open to
a different year bubble each day, and it has been
fantastic to see the enthusiasm and appetite for reading
across all year groups

off the term with a book sale, and plans are afoot for a
deluge of library-run activities in the autumn term, which
are aimed to ensure there is something for all ages and
interests.

Considering that we’ve been shut for over a year, our
annual lending figures are down by only a quarter
compared to last year. These figures don’t include the
number of ebooks that have been accessed, or the class
boxes that have been supplied for reading lessons.
During this time we’ve added nearly 500 titles to our
collection, including books on law, ancient history,
wellbeing, the shortlist for the Carnegie medal for
children’s literature, and many new fiction titles, all of
which the students have been able to request online and
have delivered to their tutor rooms.

Remember, books can be borrowed for the holidays, so
stock up now!

Thanks to Ramona C in Year 12 we’ve been able to
partake in the Carnegie Shadowing this year, start a new
book club for Year 7, run a digital book sale, and go into
the classroom with recommended reading and research
support. We’ve also established a digital environment for
resources that will continue to grow and integrate with
class Teams, making it easier for everyone to quickly
access school subscriptions and the information they
need to enrich their learning. We’re hoping to round

group’s appreciation of ‘Run Rebel’ was echoed by
Manjeet Mann receiving the Carnegie Shadowers’ choice
award for her debut novel. We’ve really enjoyed reading
a wide variety of books, and a massive thanks to the
members of the group for writing such thoughtful reviews
and to Mrs Cox for helping coordinate this!
Ramona C, Year 12

Carnegie Shadowing 2021
When the CILIP Carnegie medal book shortlist was
announced in March this year, a group of eager readers
joined together to cover the shortlisted books. Although
having to make new arrangements due to the Covid-19
climate, we have managed to read all eight shortlisted
books collaboratively. Over the past three months the
CAKE Club has worked hard, reading the shortlisted
books and writing reviews to contribute towards the
panels’ final verdict. As a group, our favourite books were
‘Run Rebel’ by Manjeet Mann and ‘The Girl who Speaks
Bear’ by Sophie Anderson, we found these books
engaging and enjoyed the somewhat unconventional
literary structures that formed these stories. The winner
of the Carnegie medal was announced on 16th June as
‘Look Both Ways’ by Jason Reynolds, which our shadow
readers thought was “entertaining and engaging”,
despite not being our overall favourite. However the

The Wizards of Words, Year 7 Book Club.
Thanks to a successful pitch to the Reading Agency we
were awarded 10 copies of Jonathan Stroud’s latest
title “The Outlaws Scarlett & Browne”, which follows the
adventures of two teenagers as they attempt to survive
in a dystopian future packed with gunfights, monsters,
and mystery. Starting with this book a new Year 7 book
club, The Wizards of Words, has been meeting weekly to
share a love of reading. “Outlaws” was universally
enjoyed and sparked a creative competition to design
either a costume or trap for the main characters which
resulted in a fantastic display of styles and imagination,
from collage to animation. Now back in the library and
struggling to keep the biscuit crumbs under control, we’ve
moved on to new titles whilst sharing and encouraging
each other to read the books we love, including the hotly
debated “Where the World Turns Wild” by Nicola Penfold.
Here’s what some of the group had to say about our first
book and the club in general:
“This book was incredible. Not only was this both very
original and very magical, it also captivated you right from
the start and kept you reading – there was not a slow
moment, and I can’t wait for the sequel!”
“I would recommend this book to anyone who loves an
exciting, futuristic, historic or magical book! Really there’s
something in it for everyone, any age”
“It was an amazing book with so many plot twists and
turns”
“I can’t wait to read the whole series”

We’re looking forward to starting more book clubs in
the Autumn term, exploring and sharing the elements of
fiction that we love – watch this space!

Outdoor Learning
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Expeditions
During the months of May and June over 100 Year 9
students successfully completed a practice walk and a
two-day qualifying walk to achieve this section of their
Bronze award. They have faced a variety of challenges
including torrential rain, blistering sun and near vertical
hills whilst navigating through the East Devon
countryside. The qualifying expedition is tough, groups of
between four to seven students walk a total of 16 miles
whilst carrying everything they need in their rucksacks,
including food, sleeping bags, tents and cooking stoves.
All the students embraced the opportunity to be active
outdoors, learn new skills and demonstrated many fine
attributes such as leadership, resilience and teamwork. A
fantastic achievement – well done.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank parents/carers
for their support. In addition, I’d also like to highlight the
incredible work of the adult helpers who volunteer their
time and expertise, to ensure the students benefit from
accessing opportunities like the Duke of Edinburgh award
scheme: Gus G, Joe M, Joel R, John BS, Ken H, Matt H,
Matt P, Tony W, Ben G, Steve O, Patrick D and Chris E.
Mrs Byron, Head of Outdoor Learning

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Expedition
Between 16th and 18th July, four Year 13 students,
battled the extreme heat, to successfully complete their
Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Gold Expedition.
After a very early start on the Friday morning, the group
set out on their 50-mile trek across the Brecon Beacons
in Wales, for the mammoth three day expedition.
Mrs Byron, Head of Outdoor Learning, said, “The group
were totally self-sufficient during the weekend and did amazingly well
in one of the hottest weekends of the year. I would like to say a huge
well done to Olly B, Jasmine F, Matt W and Lachlan R for their efforts.
What an achievement!”

Ten Tors
There were a number of significant changes to the format
this year due to Covid-19, despite this, the 2021 Ten Tors
Challenge, took place on Dartmoor between the 7th and
9th May with over 400 teams taking part.

The Ten Tors Challenge is the UK’s largest outdoor
challenge and is aimed solely at young people aged
between 14 and 19. Students at Colyton are always keen
to take part in this mammoth event and have often noted
it as one of the most memorable and rewarding
experiences of their time here.
The school were delighted that even during a global
pandemic, a large number of students wanted to sign up.

Even with a limited number of training days, they
ventured across to Dartmoor, for the start. All of our
teams were fantastic and their achievement in this very
difficult year was testament to their commitment and
determination. We look forward to next year’s event; we
know that whatever 2022 brings, Ten Tors 2022 will be a
fantastic event and Colyton Grammar School will once
again, be incredibly proud of all of the students that take
part.

Subjects and Departments
Art
This year has posed more challenges to teaching and
learning than ever I can remember. As I write this, my
classes have reduced by half; with some students
isolating and joining remotely whilst others sit spaced out
in the classroom, looking rather weary at what has been
a long year.
This term, every Year 7 student, located along the
quadrangle, has gone some way to creating a 3D Day
of the Dead mask. Students have been presented with
tightly closed jam jars of PVA or even filled with water for
adding adhesive gum strip to their sculptures. We have
employed paint pens rather than wet paints and water
filled brushes used on dry palettes with wet wipes(!)
rather than paints – any means to get them involved (yet
remaining clean!)
Year 8 are also located along the quadrangle. The
Banksy response: an integral part of the ‘Trapped’ unit,
has gained notoriety and we couldn’t disappoint. We set
up a spray paint station on the quadrangle grass outside
their classroom. The PA kindly offered us their gazebo
(accounting for the British summer) however the weather
was favourable, and the results speak for themselves.
A special mention of thanks to the Art technicians (Mr
Fitzgerald and Mr Taylor) who patiently manned the busy
spray-booth for the students with copious stencils and
tags…many, many times over.
No matter the location, the limitation of resources or at
times the dreary circumstances, the students’ creativity
never ceases to amaze me. Thank you, Year 7 and 8, for
your patience and wonderful art this term.
Mrs Willey, Art

Geography Field Work
The summer term proved a busy time of year for the
geography department. Despite the difficulties
associated with Covid a total of 130 students from Years
9 and 12 were able to carry out fieldwork for their GCSE
and A Level Geography studies.
Year 9 students undertook an investigation into the
biodiversity at Holyford Woods as part of their
physical geography course. While, Year 12 students had
a total of four days of fieldwork. The first two days
complimented their classroom studies in both physical
and human geography and days three and four gave
them the opportunity to collect data for their
independent investigations at various locations along the
beautiful Jurassic Coast.
Miss Hickey, Head of Geography

Maths

Below are some questions from the papers sat this year:

UK Maths Challenges 2020/21
This year has again been a very successful year for
students at Colyton. We enter all students in Years 7 to
10 for either the junior (Years 7 and 8) or intermediate
(Years 9 to 11) individual challenge. It is optional for Year
11 as the event clashes with their preparation for GCSE
exams. Year 12 and 13 maths students take part in the
senior individual challenge.

Junior Olympiad questions

From the individual challenge, those who achieve a
qualifying score are invited to take part in two different
follow-on rounds.
The unusually named “Kangaroo” round is for students
just exceeding the qualifying score. Around 25% of
students are invited into this round. This year across the
three challenges we have had 68 students invited into
this round, a brilliant achievement and well done to all of
those students.
Then comes the Olympiad round! This is a two-hour
written paper. The students have to answer up to six
questions, each worth 10 marks. More credit is given for
well explained complete questions and students are
encouraged to work out their solutions and then write
a concise, accurate and mathematically well-presented
solution. Across the school we have had nine students
take part in the Olympiad this year. To give you some
idea of how well these students have done to reach the
Olympiads, in the region of 250,000 students take part
in the first round of the junior challenge, of which around
1,000 are invited into the Olympiad (this is less than
0.5%!).

Clearly there are too many names to mention but I would
like to say well done to all the students who have taken
part this year. In the first round 72 students gained a gold
award, 162 silver and 120 bronze.
The following students have taken part in the Olympiad
rounds:
Senior Olympiad –
Benjamin G (Y12) and Anthony G (Y11)

Intermediate Olympiad questions

Intermediate –
Anthony G (Y11), Kevin Jai (Y10) and Xiaokun Y (Y9)
Junior –
Joseph M (Y8), Jerry M (Y8), Daniel X (Y8) and
Toby R (Y7)
A special mention must go to Anthony G (Y11) who
gained a score of 53 out of 60 in the intermediate
Olympiad putting him in the top 50 in the country; an
outstanding result.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone in the maths
department who helped to supervise/organise these
events; these events could not run without your time and
support.
Mr Davis, Head of Maths

PSHE
Honeywell Joins Years 9 and 10 for a Lesson
In a recent collaboration with global technology
company Honeywell, Years 9 and 10 have recently
enjoyed an inspiring virtual visit from expert engineers
and professionals across the firm. During PSHE,
speakers enthusiastically presented the stories of their
career paths and answered live questions from students
about their work at Honeywell.
As the company’s representative in this collaboration,
Richard Webb (Honeywell’s Service Operations Leader
for Europe, the Middle East, and Africa) has been an
invaluable help in inspiring STEM students through
assisting the development of the school’s Careers
Programme. As well as facilitating the virtual sessions,
Richard has recently set an exciting challenge for
enterprising Year 9 and 10 students, as well as, during
this summer and last, helping aspiring engineers in the
sixth form begin to explore the field by putting them in
touch with young engineers working at Honeywell.
Lucia G, Y12 Senior Digital Media Executive

Music Update
Live Music
In this past half term we have been very pleased to open
up the Music Centre main teaching room and the Recital
Room for some live music, both in lessons and during
lunchtimes. Year 12 have organised themselves
brilliantly with a String Quartet, String Ensemble, Flute
Duo, Singer/Songwriter sessions and some individual
rehearsals. It has been sounding fantastic. Years 7
through to 10 have had some of their curriculum music
lessons in the Music Centre enabling Class Orchestra
sessions and ensemble and composing work to go
ahead.
Individual Music Lessons
The majority of our fantastic Visiting Music Staff have
organised themselves to continue their teaching either
remotely or face-to-face and have reported terrific
engagement and progress by many students. Some
examination successes are given below. We look
forward to returning to a full programme of face-to-face
lessons from September.

Music Examination Results
Despite the varied circumstances we have all faced this
year it is greatly to the credit of our teachers and
students that many of our school community have been
successful in music examinations. Some of the results
are listed below: Congratulations to all these students
Grade 8

Grade 7

Grade 6

Grade 5

Grade 4

Grade 3

Grade 1

Mo B
Miriam B
Robin F
Joshua G
May M
Abigail T

Guitar
Flute
Piano
Singing
Flute
Theory

Distinction
Merit

Anouska GM
Wolfgang J
James K
Alice M
Sian P
Bethan W

Flute
Bassoon
Guitar
Cello
Voice
Flute

Distinction

Ashwin C
Benjamin K
Sam L
Anna LW
Willow R
Daisy S

Drums
Piano
Flute
Cello
Cello
Voice

Distinction

Ollie B
Robbie IB
Jasper J
Jack N
Sian P
Ern Qi T
Xiao Kun Y

Theory
Voice
Violin
Piano
Cello
Piano
Violin

Distinction
Merit
Merit
Distinction
Merit

Jonathan C
Louis DS
Anouska GM
Robbie IB
Naomi J
Ern Qi T

Piano
Piano
Voice
Voice
Flute
Voice

Alice H
Eve L
Daisy M
Tejas P
Lydia P

Flute
Voice
Flute
Piano
Violin

Merit
Merit
Merit
Merit

Angus M

Piano

Distinction

Distinction
Distinction
Distinction

Distinction
Distinction
Merit
Distinction

Please do let us know if your son/daughter has taken
a music examination this year. We love to celebrate
successes and acknowledge the excellent work of our
students.
Farewell
We say goodbye to four of our Visiting Music Teachers
(VMTs) at the end of this term. Two are leaving to
pursue further musical interests:
Mr Mike Eaves has been teaching guitar at Colyton
Grammar School for four years and in that time has
developed a strong group of students who have
developed their technique and musicality immensely
under his direction and inspiration. As well as inspiring
during lessons Mr Eaves has supported the music
department in many ways, including being part of the
Band for the production of Grease a couple of years ago.
We wish him well as he moves forward with his many
arranging and composing projects.

Merit
Distinction

Merit
Merit
Distinction
Merit
Merit

Two other teachers are retiring after a total of 41 years
service to the Music Department. We are very grateful for
all that they have done over those many years.

Mr Eaves
Mr Alex Poulton is moving on to start a course in Music
Therapy. This is an excellent move and one which I am
sure will suit Mr Poulton’s nature, musicality and concern
for the well-being of all students which has been a great
feature of his teaching at Colyton. I am sure that he will
also continue with his own performing – watch out for
song recitals and opera performances.

Mr Poulton

Mrs Cook
Mrs Tina Cook has been teaching piano to Colyton
Grammar school students for some 14 years and in that
time has produced pianists with great sensitivity and the
ability to approach a variety of repertoire, performing with
confidence. She has other connections to the school husband Steve was Business Manager for many years
and daughter Hannah is in the Class of 2013, but it is for
her professional and musical approach to teaching that
we particularly remember her and wish her a very happy
retirement.
Mrs Claire Hardy has been the school Brass teacher for
27 years. Indeed she continued this online since March
2020 and has done so at a distance, having moved to
Oxfordshire this spring. Many brass players have passed
through her guidance and gained in both musicianship
and brass technique. She has also been a great
supporter of our concerts, performing as part of the
orchestras we assembled to accompany Choral concerts
– I particular remember Mozart Requiem in 2006, Will
Todd’s Mass in Blue in 2010 and 2015, and most recently
Rutter’s Gloria in 2019. Thank you for your wonderful
support of the music at Colyton, we all wish you a very
happy retirement.

Mrs Hardy

Albums of the week
From the very start of the period of school closure
Mr House has put together an opportunity for musical
exploration for the whole school community via a
selection of ‘Albums of the week’’ – put together as
playlists on Spotify and involving an exploration of a wide
range of musicians, styles and moods across the best
part of a thousand years. We have encouraged staff and
students alike to dip into these, all the links are below
along with the composers and performers who have been
featured. Do investigate and have a listen.
These have continued throughout the year, we have now
reached a total of 56 different Albums of the Week since
the lockdown began in March 2020 and it has become
a firm fixture as part of the musical life of Colyton. We
are determined to showcase some great music and
musicians from the past 1000 years – Jazz, Opera, Pop,
Classical, Experimental – all have been, and will continue
to be, part of our musical experience here for the whole
school community. Here are a few weeks from this term
for you to look back on:
19th April
Prince - Purple Rain
Josquin - Missa Pange
Lingua Tallis Scholars
Silvia Grigoryan - Another night
in London
26th April Guest edition:
Melanie Sheppard
Sacrificium - Cecila Bartoli
Rachmaninov - Vespers
Buena Vista Social Club
3rd May BBC Young Musician of the Year
Keiko Abe - Prism Rhapsody
Oscar Navarro - Legacy Concerto
Ruth Gipps - Horn Concerto

10th May
Anne Dudley - Poldark
Louise Farrenc - Symphonies
Joan Baez
17th May Guest edition: Tina Cook
Inti-illimani
Bach Organ works
Quantz – Flute Sonatas
24th May Eurovision
Sandie Shaw - Puppet on a String
Johnny Logan - The best of Johnny Logan
Jamala - 1944
7th June Cornwall
3 Daft Monkeys
Syro - Aphex Twin
Cornish Dances - Malcolm Arnold
14th June Guest edition: Mike Eaves
The Nightfly - Donald Hagen
The incredible jazz guitar of Wes Montgomery
You must believe in Spring - Bill Evans
21st June
Samuel Barber - Adagio for Strings and Violin Concerto
Grazyna Bacewicz - String Quartets
Count Basie
28th June
Kathryn Tickell - Water of the Tyne
Sting - Ten Summoners Tales
Charles Avison – Concerti Grossi
5th July Guest edition: Alex Poulton
French - The Immortal Percy French - Brendan O’Dowda
Bruckner: Symphony No 8 - Berliner Philharmoniker - Zubin Mehta
Prokofiev: The Gambler - Sergei Prokofiev - Vladimir Makhov
Gennady Rozhdestvensky
This series will continue in September, starting up again
on Monday 6th.

Masterclass at Budleigh Festival
With only three places available for a Piano masterclass
with the amazing Peter Donohoe, we were thrilled that
two of our Year 13 students were chosen - Anna H and
Toby W. The event takes place after this article is being
written but we are delighted that Anna has the opportunity
to further her piano skills by playing some Liszt at this
event.
Next term
We are anticipating a return to regular music activities,
both in class and beyond. Students and staff alike have
been greatly missing being able to freely make music
together, and I have had many messages from parents
who have missed concerts and performances. We are
desperate to start things up, there will be plenty for all
year groups to get involved with. Please look out for
details of all the Choirs, Orchestras and Bands that you
can get involved with.
Meanwhile it would be great for more people to keep in
touch so . . .
FOLLOW THE Music Department on TWITTER
Follow us here @Music_CGS
SENIOR CHOIR MEMBERS
Find our Facebook page
Music
Mr House, Director of Music

Sports Update
It was so good being able to offer some extra-curricular
activities again! Some sort of normality!
The bikeability proved to be a great success and was
very popular. We will definitely be running the course
again next Spring so do listen for any information that
comes out if you missed it this year.
We managed a number of fixtures before Covid-19
stopped us again. Here’s hoping for a bumper Autumn
term when we come back in terms of clubs, fixtures,
competitions and general fun and participation for all our
students.
Athletics
Devon County Championships
Scarlett L (Y10) and Ben H (Y9) competed in the Devon
Athletic Championships on Saturday 12th June and
performed well. Scarlett won her U17 Girls race but
informed me her time was not near her best as it was
a slow pace initially in the race. With a personal best of
4.34, winning the race with 4.49 was well within her
ability! Well done Scarlett.
Ben also competed in the same competition at Exeter,
running in the U15B 100m and 200m. He came fourth
in the 100m in a time of 12.51s and second in the 200m
in 25.51s. Another fantastic performance at the county
round.

Bikeability
This year we had a phenomenal
take up for the Bikeability programme.
We had a total of 18 students passing
the Level 2 course and a massive
65 students managing to achieve the
Level 3 qualification.
It is a fantastic opportunity and will hopefully make our
students more aware of the potential dangers that exist
whilst sharing the roads with traffic. Well done to
everyone who took part.
Level 2
Emma R, Freddie H, Alice S, Grace T, Lydia P, Perry A,
William G, George W, Cassia B, Joseph B, Arthur O, Daisy R, Harry B, Elena DS, Ed H, Miss McG, Ben Y, Lily C
Level 3
Emily T, Alex K, Oliver K, Charlotte P, James A, Oscar F,
Samuel S, Rachel M, Mark R, Philip D, Cecilia LE, Jack
T, Xanthe G, Isla H, William P, Michelle L, Henry M, Josie
W, Maisie E, Louis S, Nathan F, Charlie W, Isaac H, Alex
M, Esther M, Henry R, Matthew H, Jay W, Luca J, Luke
F, Eve L, Rowan S, Fritha H, Oliver L, James B, Navidha
D, Daniel T, Balraj K, Peyton C, Rosalia AE, Phoebe S,
Louis DS, Luke T, Conrad McC, Ed H, Charlotte L, Reece
T, Dylan T, Evie T, Joshua L, Eva T, Rosie B, Daniel K,
Sam S, Harry M. Ben Y, Harry B, Otto S, Lily C, Louis PL,
Martin F, Alex S, Mia F, Matthew H and Joseph M.

U13 Team - Sam S (C), Rafa M, Harry M (vc), Tom F,
Becky M, Louis P-L, Elliott M, Alex R, Otto, S, Sam G,
Tejas P.

Cricket
With the easing of lockdown restrictions, we were are
able to play a limited number of cricket matches this term.
As expected, our cricket clubs at lunchtime and after
school have been extremely well attended,
meaning competition for places was fierce and we were
able to put out highly competitive teams. Hopefully, next
year we continue to see good numbers and again be
competitive!

Colyton Grammar School won v Sidmouth College
Home 97 for 3
Sidmouth 68 for 7
U14 Team - Alfie P(C), Charlie S, Joey B, Will G (VC),
Ollie M, James P, Will R, Riley H, Jessie G, Ashwin C,
Sam G.

Year 7, 8 and 9 all played a friendly fixture against
Sidmouth College, with all ages winning their matches.
Well done to all involved.

Colyton Grammar School won v Sidmouth College
Home 119 for 7
Sidmouth 117 for 8

U11 Team - Ben M (C), Matt H, Harry F, George W, Alex
M, Louis S, Oliver K, Archie T, Joe D, Isaac M, Charlie W.
Colyton Grammar School won v Sidmouth College
Home 101 for 4
Sidmouth 92 for 5

U13

Scarlett has qualified for the English Schools in July. We
wish her the best of luck.

Cricket report by Mr Rowe

U11

Rounders
U14 and U15 Rounders v Sidmouth College

U12 and U13 Rounders v Sidmouth College
Colyton Grammar School U12 won 20-4

Colyton Grammar School U14 won 14-11
Colyton Grammar School U13 won 13-6
Colyton Grammar school U15 won 17-5

Great performances from both teams in their first outing
for the season.

Both teams played really well in their first game back.
Well done to everyone!

U14

U12
U15

U13

Term Dates 2021-2022
Alternatively, you can visit our website: colytongrammar.com
for all Term Dates and the School Day

Print out this page and keep
Tom Haines (OC2008), General Counsel Lawyer,
Jaguar Land Rover

Autumn Term

Tom shared with the Colyton Grammar School Law
Society his career journey. Tom hosts ‘You’ve been
served’ podcasts covering areas of Law.

First day of term

8th September 2021

Half term

22nd - 29th October 2021

Last day of term

17th December 2021

Winter holidays

20 December 2021 - 4th January 2022

Further information

Staff development days: 6th & 7th September; 22nd October

Daniel Cowen MBE (OC2009), Head of Financial
Services Policy & Programmes, British Embassy
Beijing

Spring Term

Dan joined Year 12 students, via Teams, from his office in
Beijing, to reflect on his career journey so far. From
studying engineering to finance and from Colyton to
Beijing, he had some great insights for the students, such
as “it is not about the job you do but what it makes you
feel like everyday” and with his interest in Mandarin, an
additional course he started while at University, a very
important message - ”follow your personal interests it
could change your life.”

First day of term

5th January 2022

Half term

21st - 25th February 2022

Last day of term

8th April 2022

Easter/Spring holidays

11th - 22nd April 2022

Summer Term
First day of term

25th April 2022

Half term

30th May - 3rd June 2022

Last day of term

22nd July 2022

Further information

Staff development days: 25th & 26th July

Alumni News
We welcomed our youngest cohort of alumni the Class of
2021, if you haven’t signed up to stay in touch please do
at https://ocs.colytongrammar.com/homepage
Charlie Wells (2014) awarded the City of London
Solicitors’ Company prize this year, Charlie is a trainee
Solicitor at Slaughter and May.
Lizzie Romain (2011) has passed through to the second
stage of an International Radio stage competition.
Heidi Thiemann (OC2013) became the Space Project
Manager at the Truro & Penwith College collaborating
with the new aerospace Spaceport Cornwall.

We are always delighted to hear from our
Alumni, so please do keep in touch and let us
know what you are up to!
Dr Styles, Development Officer
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