
 

In their reports, students receive grades in each of their subjects for four key aspects of their approach to 
learning: engagement & focus, organisation, reflection & resilience and scholarship. These grades 
follow a four-point scale, where 1 suggests an excellent approach, and 4 indicates an unsatisfactory 
approach. 

These grades are designed to encourage students to reflect on their learning and help identify ways in which 
they can improve further. 

We emphasise to students that these grades are as important as their progress grades: having the right 
approach to learning is the key to making good progress.  

Students should aim to achieve at least a grade 2 for engagement & focus, organisation and reflection 
& resilience in all their subjects. However, in Years 7 to 11, when students study a large number of subjects, 
a combination of grades 1 to 3 for scholarship is to be expected, as students develop scholarship in the 
subjects which most interest them. In the Sixth Form, when students have chosen subjects, we would 
expect students to aim for at least a grade 2 for scholarship in each subject. 
 
  
 

 

Engagement & Focus:  
Behaviour and attitude to learning, both in participation in lessons, and in completing homework. 

1. High level of thoughtful engagement: Always meets behavioural expectations; always 
focussed on tasks within lessons; listens carefully and respectfully to the contributions 
of others; is someone who other students look to for clarification and exchange of ideas; 
completes homework to a very high standard. 

2. Thoughtful engagement: Meets behavioural expectations; focussed on tasks within 
lessons; mostly listens carefully to the contributions of others; is willing to share their 
knowledge and learn from others; completes homework a high standard. 

3. Mostly engaged: Mostly meets behavioural expectations; mostly focussed on tasks 
within lessons; usually listens to and makes productive use of the contributions of 
others; usually completes homework to a satisfactory standard. 

4. Inconsistent engagement: Regularly does not meet behavioural expectations; 
inconsistent engagement and frequent lapses in focus; not consistently focussed on 
tasks within lessons; student does not always interact with them purposefully with 
students and teacher to develop leaning; quality of homework is sometimes inconsistent 
in quality and/or incomplete. 

 

 

Organisation:  
Bringing correct equipment to lessons; completing homework in a timely fashion; organising 
notes and folders (on paper and electronically); arriving on time for lessons and being ready to 
learn; catching up on any missed work.  

1. Always organised, punctual and ready to learn: Arrives at every lesson with correct 
equipment; takes initiative in organising own learning resources and arrives punctually 
to lessons; always meets homework deadlines; is proactive about catching up on any 
work missed. 

2. Organised, punctual and ready to learn: Brings correct equipment to lessons; able to 
organise own learning resources; arrives to lessons punctually; consistently submits 
homework on time; is generally reliable about catching up on any work missed. 

3. Mostly organised, punctual and ready to learn: May require guidance in organising 
own learning resources; occasionally late to lessons; usually submits homework on time; 
may need reminding about catching up on any work missed. 

4. Inconsistent organisation, punctuality and readiness to learn: Regularly arrives to 
lessons without correct equipment, learning resources are poorly organised and 
incomplete; regularly misses homework deadlines; does not appreciate the importance 
of catching up on work t missed. 
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Reflection & Resilience: 
Willingness to proactively seek and accept advice and guidance; readiness to act on teacher 
feedback; student’s readiness to take responsibility for their own progress and learning.  

1. Highly reflective and resilient: Actively seeks advice and feedback; proactively uses 
teacher feedback to improve and make progress; enjoys challenging tasks; fully 
understands the benefit of avoiding ‘playing it safe’ and learning from mistakes.  

2. Reflective and resilient: Responds positively to advice and feedback; follows teacher 
feedback to improve and make progress; willing to tackle challenging tasks; sees the 
benefit of avoiding ‘playing it safe’ and learning from mistakes. 

3. Mostly reflective and resilient: Listens to advice and feedback, but is sometimes 
reluctant to accept guidance; occasionally reluctant to tackle challenging tasks for fear 
of making mistakes. 

4. Inconsistent reflection and resilience: Reluctant to follow advice and feedback and 
therefore makes limited progress; as a result; unwilling to tackle challenging tasks. 

 

 

Scholarship: 
As students pass through the school and begin to develop particular interest in certain subjects, 
we encourage them to explore the subject beyond the bounds of the taught curriculum, both 
independently, and through engaging with the subject-linked extra-curricular opportunities 
offered by the school, so that, by the time they choose their A-Level options, they have begun to 
develop scholarship in these subjects. 

1. Accomplished scholar: Demonstrates an understanding of, and commitment to, the 
subject, well beyond the limits of what is prescribed in lessons and homework, for 
example by drawing on knowledge from beyond the curriculum in lessons, undertaking 
extensive independent practice, reading, completing autonomous personal research or 
playing an active role in co-curricular activities linked to the subject. 

2. Developing scholar: Engages with the subject beyond the limits of what is prescribed 
in lessons and homework, for example, evidence of independent practice, reading, 
research or engagement with subject-linked co-curricular activities. 

3. Novice scholar: Limited evidence of engagement with the subject beyond the limits of 
what is prescribed in lessons and homework. 

4. Greater commitment to scholarship required: No evidence of engagement with the 
subject beyond the limits of what is prescribed in lessons and homework. Reluctant to 
develop scholarship, even with teacher support and direction. 
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